Maine Energy Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes
April 15, 2008
Board Attendees: Julia Brady, Michael Stoddard, Adam Lee, Glenn Poole, Dick Davies, John Kerry, Jim Brooks, Kurt Adams 
Board Staff Attendees: Jean Guzzetti, Ben Smith
Other Attendees: Jennifer Puser, Tim Vrabel, Karen Geraghty, Sharon Reishus
Key Points/Questions/Action Items

Processes

· Adam Lee was voted Chair of the Energy Conservation Board. Julia Brady was voted Vice Chair.

· Request to clearly define the board process to run a standard meeting, accept public comments, pass resolutions and provide input to both the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust and the PUC’s energy efficiency programs. 
· How will the board inform the public? Will a website be created?

· Are individuals on the Board protected from legal actions against the board? 

· The next meetings are scheduled for:

· Wednesday, May 14th, 11-2

· Agenda Items 

· Board process guidelines

· Draft provided by staff
· Efficiency Maine presentation.

· Organized by staff
· Tuesday, June 10th, 12-2

· Wednesday, July 9th, 12-2

Efficiency Programs
How will funding be allocated? What are the constraints of only funding projects with the highest benefit/cost ratio? What type of political or sustainability guidance should be considered?

· Current electricity use is split equally among residential, commercial and industrial consumers
· In some cases, industrial customers are bearing more of the cost of RGGI (by having to purchase allowances) than residential 

· Consumers at the transmission and sub-transmission voltage level are no longer eligible for assistance funded by the systems benefit charge. They also no longer pay that charge.
· Are there benefits to initially funding small scale projects with a wider geographic range and quick results for positive publicity?

· The board can expect to interact with consumers, vendors and contractors, especially as the RFP’s go out for Trust projects.

Efficiency Maine

· Annual operating budget is approximately $20 million

· Efficiency Maine (EM) could be one vehicle for delivering efficiency programs before the Triennial Conservation Plan is implemented. 

· The board would like more information about

· EM’s current projects
· Which projects have been successful or not successful?

· Additional projects EM would complete with more funding. (If possible, I will get this report and send it to the board).

· Other gaps in assistance
· A description of EM’s current contracts and when a new program plan will be drafted.

· A description of how EM’s programs are measured and verified, and the results of those studies. 

· The Public Advocate recently completed a study on “the feasibility of and …options [for] integrating the programmatic responsibilities and organization structure and functions with respect to energy efficiency and conservation within the PUC and the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust.”  (Quoting §21 of LD 1851). 
Energy & Carbon Savings Trusts

· The Commissioners of the PUC are currently considering candidates

· Initial Responsibilities will include creating rules to allocate funding 

· There was a discussion about whether and how Energy & Carbon Saving Trust funds can be used for offset projects.  It was noted that up to $100,000 may be spent on the development of new offset categories.  

Additional Summary

Introduction to the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative by Jim Brooks 

Please refer to PowerPoint in your binders.


Auction Details
· Jim Brooks has more information and reading material on cap and trade programs for anyone interested, including RGGI, SOx and NOx. 

· Canadians considering joining RGGI or Western Climate Initiative
· Allowances modeled to sell between $2 and $5, for total funds between $10 million and $25 million 

· First RGGI auction is scheduled for Sept. 10th. Auction occurs quarterly. The next auction is expected to be mid-Dec. 

· 25% of allowances for bid at each auction with a given amount of future allowances. 

· A secondary market will develop

· There is a market monitor for RGGI and price triggered responses. 

·  The compliance period for all generators in the region is 3 years.
Description of the Board and Board responsibilities


Please refer to PowerPoint in your binders


· The Energy Conservation Board is an advisory board to The Energy and Carbon Savings Trust and the Public Utilities Commission Efficiency Maine Program. As stated in both the statute and the meeting agenda, the function of the Board is “to assist the commission and the trustees of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust in the development, coordination and integration of planning for the State’s energy conservation efforts and to provide advice and counsel to the commission and the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust on energy conservation and carbon dioxide reduction matters.”  35-A MRSA §10007(1).
· PUC Chairman Adams observed that the statute allows the Board to hire independent consultants

Introduction to public board law

Please refer to outline in your binder


Key Points

· Public notice for each meeting must be given
· Meetings are open to the public 

· Records are subject to public view, including email exchanges
