Notes from the December 1, 2006 Meeting 

of the Maine Energy Council
The Maine Energy Council (MEC) held its initial meeting from 1:00 to 4:00 on December 1, 2006.  The meeting took place in the hearing room of the Public Utilities Commission (Commission).  MEC members/designees in attendance included the following:

Senator Bartlett, Chair
Representative Adams, Chair
Representative Fletcher

Kurt Adams (by phone)

Barbara Alexander

Dan Allegretti

David Allen

Rob Bennett

Tony Buxton

Mark Cote

Skip Dumais (by phone)

Bob Howe 

Sharon Reishus

Steve Ward

Prior to the meeting, Commission staff handed out a meeting agenda, a list of Council members, a document entitled “Maine’s Electricity Position,” and several charts, graphs and maps.

Senator Bartlett opened the meeting by requesting MEC members to introduce themselves.  Senator Bartlett then summarized the competing goals the MEC must address.  He identified (1) minimizing per unit cost, (2) reducing price volatility and (3) reducing total cost as primary goals.  He noted that there are many additional goals, such as promoting renewables and addressing environmental concerns, which the MEC should consider and prioritize.
Representative Adams provided a summary of the history that led to the creation of the MEC.  He noted that many good reports have already been written on topics relating to the MEC’s charge and urged MEC members to review these reports.  

Commissioner Reishus presented a three-page document entitled “Maine’s Electricity Position” that was prepared by Commission staff and outlines the strengths and weaknesses on Maine’s position.  The document is divided into geographical two sections: the RTO-NE portion of Maine and northern Maine.  Commissioner Reishus responded to a variety of questions relating to her presentation.  In addition, several MEC members recommended specific editorial changes to the document.  Some of the editorial suggestions were of a general nature.  For instance, some MEC members thought the document should be further divided into wholesale and retail sections.  Others took issue with specific bullets within the summary.  Some suggested additional items that should be added to the “strengths” and “weaknesses” listed in the document.  Others thought that bullets listed as “strengths” should be characterized as “weaknesses” or, included as both “strengths” and “weaknesses.”  Several MEC members proposed specific edits to one or more of the bullets included in the document.  Some MEC members indicated that they would like the opportunity to provide further comments on the document at a later time.  Commissioner Reishus responded to each editorial suggestion and noted that the document was designed for discussion purposes and was not intended to evolve into a consensus product of the MEC.  
The group then discussed the various charts, graphs and maps that were included in the handout package.  Commissioner Reishus responded to questions about the handouts.   As with the strengths and weaknesses document, several MEC members offered suggestions for ways to amend and clarify the various charts, graphs and maps.  
Following the discussion of the handouts, the group discussed a work plan for the MEC.  Senator Bartlett and Representative Adams indicated that he would like the MEC to meet four to six more times.  They further indicated that they will be requesting the Legislative Council to extend the MEC’s January 15th reporting deadline to March 15th.  Senator Bartlett and Representative Adams then invited MEC members to identify topics that could be discussed in future meetings.  MEC members identified the following topics:
· Exploring opportunities to cut the cost of electricity;

· What were the goals of restructuring and have those goals been achieved;

· How should the MEC coordinate its review with the various pending PUC inquiries;
· How can we achieve the lowest long-term electricity prices for Maine ratepayers;

· Peak shaving and energy efficiency;

· Utility-owned generation;

· Technologies to reduce usage;

· The impact of RGGI on fuel choice and the price of electricity;

· The components of the price of energy, transmission and distribution and how those components can be affected;

· Long-term contracts and risk allocation; and
· Building off of the work of last year’s Renewables Stakeholder Group.

Senator Bartlett and Representative Adams agreed to consider the above-

listed topics and develop a work plan, budget and schedule for the MEC that will ultimately be submitted to Legislative Council.  Senator Bartlett and Representative Adams indicated that the next MEC meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 5th.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:50.
� As discussed below, the Commission staff is developing a link for the MEC that can be accessed through the Commission’s web page.  Each of the documents handed out during the December 1st meeting will be available in electronic form on the MEC site as soon as it is activated.
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