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Proposed Amendment to LD 36
An Act To Transfer the Administration of the Renewable Resource Fund from the State Planning Office to the Public Utilities Commission
Submitted by the Maine Public Utilities Commission 
Add Emergency Preamble:
Emergency Preamble.  Whereas Acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless act enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, the State Planning Office’s current authority to spend Renewable Resource Funds will end on June 30, 2007 and

Whereas, the Public Utilities Commission’s authority to administer the Renewable Resource Fund must take place on July 1, 2007 to avoid a gap in spending authority for the Fund, and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Further modify subsection 3210(5)(D) as follows:

     Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §3210, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1999, c. 372, §1 and PL 2003, c. 20, Pt. OO, §2 and affected by §4, is further amended to read:

5. Funding for research and development; community demonstration projects. The commission by rule shall establish and administer a program allowing retail consumers of electricity to make voluntary contributions to fund renewable resource research and development and to fund demonstration community projects using renewable energy technologies.  The program must:

A. Include a mechanism for customers to indicate their willingness to make contributions; 
B. Provide that transmission and distribution utilities collect and account for the contributions and forward them to the commission; 
C. Provide for a distribution of the funds to the University of Maine System, the Maine Maritime Academy or the Maine Community College System for renewable resource research and development; and 
D. Provide for a distribution of the funds to Maine-based nonprofit organizations that qualify under the federal Internal Revenue Code, Section 501(c)(3), consumer-owned electricutilities, community-based nonprofit organizations, community action programs, municipalities and school administrative units for demonstration community projects using renewable energy technologies.
Add Emergency Clause:

Emergency Clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect on July 1, 2007.
SUMMARY

This amendment would accomplish two things.  First, it would add emergency language to the bill allowing the legislation to take effect on July 1, 2007.  Second, it would further amend subsection 3210(5)(D) to expand the type of entities eligible for funding by the program.
