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January 22, 2008
Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:
LD 2061, An Act to Clarify the Qualifications of Installers under the Solar Energy Rebate Program
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:

The Commission takes a position neither for nor against LD 2061, An Act to Clarify the Qualifications of Installers under the Solar Energy Rebate Program.  
Section 3211-C of Title 35-A (attached) establishes the solar energy rebate program.  Section 3211-C (1) is a definitions section.  Section 1 of LD 2061 would amend the definition of “solar thermal system.”  The current definition of solar thermal system provides that the system include a “configuration of solar collectors and a pump, heat exchanger and storage tank or fans designed to heat water or air.”  Section 1 of LD 2061 would remove this requirement and simply provide that a solar thermal system be a “space heating system, a domestic water heating system or a space or domestic water heating system.”  
The elimination of the solar collector requirement as proposed by section 1 of LD 2061 would mean that any heating system, including fossil fuel or electric resistance systems, could qualify for a ratepayer-funded rebate under the program.  The Commission urges the Committee to ask the proponents of LD 2061 why such a change to the solar energy rebate program is desirable.
Section 2 of LD 2061 would direct the Commission to amend several sections of Chapter 930 of our rules.  Chapter 930 establishes standards and procedures necessary to implement the solar energy rebate program.  Lines 27 through 30 on page 1 of LD 2061 would require the Commission to amend Chapter 930 to make it consistent with the amended definition of “solar thermal system” that is proposed in section 1 of the bill.  
Lines 31 through 37 on page 1 of the bill would direct the Commission to amend the definition of “qualified solar thermal water system installer” that appears in Chapter 930.  The definition that currently appears in Chapter 930 reads as follows:


C.
Qualified Solar Thermal Water System Installer.  “Qualified Solar Thermal Water System Installer” is a licensed plumber who has been certified by the Commission to install solar thermal systems designed to heat water, or is a licensed plumber working in conjunction with someone who has been certified by the Commission to install such solar thermal systems designed to heat water. 

Lines 31 through 37 on page 1 of LD 2061 would direct the Commission to amend this definition to (1) remove the reference to “licensed plumber” and the accompanying qualifications and (2) allow master plumbers, master oil burner technicians, propane and natural gas technicians and certified refrigeration technicians to install solar thermal water systems.   The Commission believes that such a change for installers of systems that do not heat potable water is reasonable.
This definition of “qualified solar thermal water system installer” that appears in Chapter 930 closely tracks the statutory requirement that appears in § 3211-C (2) (B).  Section 3211-C (2) (B) provides that ‘[t]o qualify for a rebate, a solar thermal system designed to heat water must be installed by a licensed plumber who has been certified by the commission to install such systems or by a licensed plumber working in conjunction with a person who has been certified by the commission to install such systems.”  If the Committee wishes to expand the list of eligible installers, § 3211-C (2) (B) would also have to be amended.
Section 2 of LD 2061, at lines 1 through 3 on page 2, would require the Commission to amend Chapter 930 “to indicate that a licensed plumber must install or sign off on a solar thermal system if the system is designed to heat potable water.”  The Commission interprets this provision to mean that the current definition of “qualified solar thermal water system installer” would apply for installations that are designed to heat potable water.  The Commission believes that this proposed change is reasonable.  If the Committee wishes to make this proposed change, the Commission recommends that a corresponding change also be made to § 3211-C (2) (B).  
Finally, section 2 of LD 2061 at lines 4 through 8 on page 2, would require the Commission to amend Chapter 930 to require that an applicant for a rebate for a solar thermal system include with her or his application a copy of a certificate of competency issued by the Commission to the installer.  The Commission believes this proposed change is reasonable.  
The Commission looks forward to working with the Committee on LD 2061.  







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison
Attachment 
cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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