May 10, 2007

Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:
LD 1767, An Act to Encourage Community Network Development
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:

The Public Utilities Commission (Commission) takes a position neither for nor against LD 1767, An Act to Encourage Community Network Development.  LD 1767 would establish the Education and Municipal Technology Advisory Committee (Committee) to aid in the development and maintenance of community networks by municipalities and schools within those municipalities working in partnership.  
The Commission has two technical comments regarding the bill.  First, the Commission notes that the bill would create new language in Title 35-A.  Title 35-A governs public utilities and the Commission.  Because the bill is not directly related to utilities and the Commission has no role in the composition or activities of the Committee that would be created by the bill, there may be a better place for this new law to be codified.
Second, the Commission notes that section 4 of the bill would appropriate money to the Commission.  Because the Commission has no connection to the Committee that would be created by the bill, the Commission suggests that some other entity more closely associated with the substance of the bill be designated as the recipient of the funds.
I am happy to try answer to any questions the Committee may have about LD 1767.  The Commission will also be present at the work session to assist the Committee in its consideration of the bill.







Sincerely,







Chris Simpson







Legislative Liaison

cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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