





March 1, 2006

Honorable Philip L. Bartlett II, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

115 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:


Pursuant to L.D. 868, An Act To ensure Equity in Funding, passed in the 1st Special Session of the 122nd Legislature, the Public Utilities Commission was to, “so far as is reasonably practicable, make an accounting of resources devoted by the commission to matters that relate to or affect entities other than public utilities.”  Furthermore, the Commission was to report the accounting results to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than March 1, 2006.  Attached, in compliance with this legislative requirement, is the Commission’s initial report encompassing the period of October 17, 2005 to January 28, 2006.  

Currently, we are tracking personnel and contractual costs for activities relating to the development of the wholesale electric market; oversight and monitoring of the retail electric market and Competitive Electric Providers (CEPs); selection of our Standard Offer provider; renewable resources, environmental issues and generation policy; advanced telecommunication services, e.g., broadband and VoIP; wholesale telecommunication market and competition; wireless services; and enforcement of market abuses (cramming, slamming, etc.).  As necessary we will adjust issues that we are tracking to provide the most accurate assessment possible to meet this legislative requirement.

Thus far, our accounting of the available information indicates that for the period of time that data was gathered, the Commission expended approximately 19% of money expended during this period derived from our regulatory assessment.  Because of the limited amount of information, the Commission will submit a more complete accounting during the 1st session of the 123rd Legislature.  We also intend to refine our analysis to provide a more accurate assessment for your review.

Please contact Mr. Chris Simpson or Mr. Dennis L. Keschl, Acting Administrative Director, if you have any questions regarding this analysis.







Sincerely,







Kurt Adams, Chairman

Attachment

cc:
Utilities and Energy Committee


Jon Clark, Legislative Analyst
