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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
July 24, 2007

TO:

Maine Dig Safe® Members

FROM:
The Maine Public Utilities Commission Staff 
RE: 

Status of the Dig Safe® Mapping Initiative and 



Operator Facility Location Mapping Deadline



On May 13, 2005, the Commission Staff and Dig Safe® Board jointly issued a notice to Maine Dig Safe® Members to inform you of the suspension of the May 1, 2005 deadline contained in our Under​ground Facility Damage Prevention Rule, Chapter 895 §6(A)(1)(d), until such time as the Dig Safe® System had upgraded its computer software and base mapping data.  We explained that the Dig Safe® and the Commission Staff had been working together to address the technical demands of a mapping system necessary to support the operator facility mapping requirements of Chapter 895, Section 6(A)(1)(d) that were approved by the Maine Legislature in 2004.  During this process, it became clear that the System was unable to utilize the information you were required to submit to Dig Safe® by May 1, 2005, so the Commission waived that deadline until the issues were resolved.  We promised to communicate the necessary timelines for submitting the marked-up base maps or GPS data for your individual systems as developed. 
Now that time has come.  Dig Safe® is planning to implement its updated computer software with revised map data on January 1, 2008.  Accordingly, Maine member operators now must submit facility location maps that comply with the specifications of Chapter 895 §6(A)(1)(d) to Dig Safe® by September 28, 2007.
 This timing will allow the System time to enter and test the data before it goes “live” on January 1, 2008.  You can review the Commission’s Order on its website http://www.maine.gov/mpuc on the Virtual Case File under Docket No. 2003-672 (See both Orders dated July 11, 2007 and July 24, 2007.)
Dig Safe® has redesigned its Call Center software to better identify the locations of excavations and reduce over-notifications.  The System also worked with the Maine Office of Geological Informa​tion Systems and its mapping vendor to obtain acceptable base maps.  However, on June 1, 2007, the Board voted to add a 500’ mapping tolerance to roads and single point excavation locations to compensate for possible inaccuracies in the base data at this time.  Staff and Dig Safe® have agreed that the System should add a 500’ excavation tolerance to each side of each operator facility to ensure that operators will be notified of excavation activities within a zone of 1,000 feet around each facility.  Dig Safe® will contact Maine members with more information about how to facilitate this. 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please direct them to Bob Finelli at Dig Safe® (781 721-1191) or Stephen Lewis at the Maine PUC (207 287-6704).

Signed:


Stephen M. Lewis


Damage Prevention Program Manager


Maine Public Utilities Commission
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�    Please note that the new deadline of September 28, 2007, is a firm legal requirement and that failure to


	comply may subject you to payment of an administrative penalty�.  






maine public utilities commission     242 state street – station 18      augusta, me 04333
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