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ORDER



Annual Proposal of Dept of Education and the 

State Library Filed Pursuant to Chapter 285(4)
REISHUS, Chairman; VAFIADES, Commissioner

I.
SUMMARY


In this Order, we approve spending from the Maine Telecommunications Education Access Fund (MTEAF) for the purchase of new routers for schools and libraries, up to an amount of $50,000 for FY 2008-2009.
II.
BACKGROUND AND DECISION

On May 5, 2008, we approved spending from the MTEAF for FY 2008-2009 based on a recommendation from the Department of Education (DOE) and Maine State Library (MSL) and comments filed by interested persons.  On May 13, 2008, we received a request from the Project Manager of the Maine School and Library Network on behalf of MSL and DOE requesting additional funding be approved for routers for some schools and libraries.  Routers are needed for sites that are receiving T-1 connections for the first time in 2008-2009 (13 sites), sites receiving 2 T-1’s (25 sites) and for some sites whose routers no longer properly function due to age.  DOE/MSL did not specifically include routers in their recommendation for MTEAF funding in 2008‑2009, although the Commission has approved funding of routers since 2002.  See Order, Docket No. 2001‑223 (April 30, 2002) at 4.  
We agree that such spending is appropriate as the T-1 connections are not operational with a functioning router.  Therefore, we will approve spending of up to $50,000 for routers as described in the MSL/DOE request dated May 13, 2008.  This amount can be accommodated without increasing the 0.6% assessment level set in our May 5, 2008 Order.
Dated at Augusta, Maine this 20th day of May, 2008.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

____________________________

Karen Geraghty

Administrative Director

COMMISSIONERS VOTING FOR:
Reishus







Vafiades

NOTICE OF RIGHTS TO REVIEW OR APPEAL


5 M.R.S.A. § 9061 requires the Public Utilities Commission to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding written notice of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision made at the conclusion of the adjudicatory proceeding.  The methods of review or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory proceeding are as follows:


1.
Reconsideration of the Commission's Order may be requested under Section 1004 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure (65-407 C.M.R.110) within 20 days of the date of the Order by filing a petition with the Commission stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is sought.


2.
Appeal of a final decision of the Commission may be taken to the Law Court by filing, within 21 days of the date of the Order, a Notice of Appeal with the Administrative Director of the Commission, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Appellate Procedure.


3.
Additional court review of constitutional issues or issues involving the justness or reasonableness of rates may be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(5).

Note:
The attachment of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's view that the particular document may be subject to review or appeal.  Similarly, the failure of the Commission to attach a copy of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's view that the document is not subject to review or appeal.

