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ADAMS, Chairman; REISHUS and VAFIADES, Commissioners
I.
SUMMARY


We amend our May 8, 2007 Order related to Maine Telecommunication Education Access Fund (MTEAF) spending to allow for an increase in the authorized expenditure for a consultant to help with the Federal E-Rate application process for the Maine School and Library Network (MSLN).

II.
BACKGROUND AND DECISION


On July 13, 2007, the Department of Education (DOE) and Maine State Library (MSL) asked us to approve an increase in funding for the MSLN E-Rate consultant from the previously authorized $184,000 annual amount to $233,000 annually.  We will treat their request as a request to amend our May 8, 2007 Order which approved a MTEAF Advisory board-recommended plan for MTEAF spending for the period July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008.


The increased funding for the consultant is solely related to the increased complexities of the MSLN E-Rate application resulting from recently enacted school administrative district (SAD) restructuring.  Maine is the first state to do state-wide restructuring since the federal E-Rate program was implemented.  DOE and MSL state that the transition to the new structure will potentially impact many elements of the E-Rate program, for example:
· SAD and library technology plans;

· Entity number assignments for the new SADs;

· NCES identity number changes for all schools;

· FCCRN number changes;

· Discount calculation impact on libraries;

· PIA review, audits, and many other aspects of the funding program.
Should the SAD restructuring process be completed in 2007-2008, the increase for the consultant will not be required in 2008-2009.

We agree that there will be a need for greater funding for the E-Rate consultant due to the increasing complexities associated with SAD restructuring.  We will approve the increase for this year.  We expect MSL and DOE to report back to us as to the activities undertaken by the consultant as they relate to SAD restructuring.
Dated at Augusta, Maine, this 24th day of July, 2007.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

_______________________________

Karen Geraghty
Administrative Director
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NOTICE OF RIGHTS TO REVIEW OR APPEAL


5 M.R.S.A. § 9061 requires the Public Utilities Commission to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding written notice of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision made at the conclusion of the adjudicatory proceeding.  The methods of review or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory proceeding are as follows:


1.
Reconsideration of the Commission's Order may be requested under Section 1004 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure (65-407 C.M.R.110) within 20 days of the date of the Order by filing a petition with the Commission stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is sought.


2.
Appeal of a final decision of the Commission may be taken to the Law Court by filing, within 21 days of the date of the Order, a Notice of Appeal with the Administrative Director of the Commission, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Appellate Procedure.


3.
Additional court review of constitutional issues or issues involving the justness or reasonableness of rates may be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(5).

Note:
The attachment of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's view that the particular document may be subject to review or appeal.  Similarly, the failure of the Commission to attach a copy of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's view that the document is not subject to review or appeal.

