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Photographic Policy

Supplement to the Guidelines for Identification: Architecture and Cultural Landscapes Survey
Manual. 26 June 2008

Architectural Survey

The following is required of grant funded, MDOT, and Federal agency surveys and encouraged
with volunteer surveys.

A. Black and White Film.

Each resource shall be photographed with black and white film. This film shall be developed
and a contact print made from the negatives. The negatives and contact print shall be indexed to
the survey forms and the corresponding digital images (see below) and submitted with the
survey.

If the facilities are available, surveyors may choose to print each film image, utilizing a true black
and white photographic process and printed preferably on non-resin coated fiber based paper.
The finished photographs need to be thoroughly washed, printed with borders, and measure 3 ¥4
x 5 inches. These photographs may be mounted on the survey forms using archivally safe
adhesive, such as Elmer’s Glue. Photographs attached with paperclips or staples will not be
accepted.

B. Digital Images

An identical (or nearly identical) image shall be taken of each resource with a digital camera. The
original image size must be no smaller than 1600 x 1200pixels at 300 pixles per inch. The digital
images shall be saved in RGB color format. All digital images shall be burned onto a CD-R
Gold or DVD-R Gold disk, and labled with project name/ pin #/ surveyor name and date. The
individual images must be labeled in a manner that allows them to be linked to the specific

survey form.
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