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April 14, 2014

David Bernhardt, Commissioner
Maine Department of Transportation
16 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0016

Dear Commissioner Bernhardt,

I am writing this letter to offer KACTS and SMPDC'’s strong support for MaineDOT’s TIGER
grant application for the rail portion of the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge replacement.

The bridge currently carries an average of 15,670 vehicles per day, and serves as the
primary backup for the only interstate connection between Maine and New Hampshire —
the 1-95 High Level Bridge. However, the bridge is 74 years old and in bad shape. Itis
structurally deficient and functionally obsolete, and the truss spans are fracture-critical — a
failure of certain steel members could result in a failure of the entire structure. The bridge
has also been posted at 20 tons since 2009, forcing commercial vehicles to seek alternate
routes.

The bridge provides an important multi-modal connection in the region and between
Maine and New Hampshire, and a vital rail connection to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in
Kittery. The Shipyard not only provides critical and needed repairs & upgrades to our
submarine fleet, but is also one of the region’s largest employers. In 2013, the Shipyard
employed 5,474 people with a total payroll of $456 million. Purchased and contracted
goods & services during that same year totaled $167 million. The broader regional
economic impact of the Shipyard has been estimated to be $1.6 billion per year.

The new hybrid bridge design and integrated rail-highway deck will also reduce the
number of lifts needed each year by 64%, improving conditions for marine traffic and
reducing delays for vehicle traffic.

We can’t stress enough the importance of this project to the MPO and the region. Please
feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need any further information. Thank
you.
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Tom Reinauer
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