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Letter #   Letter Sender 
FG-1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
SG-1 Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
SG-2 Maine House of Representatives, J. Fischer 
LG-1 City of Caribou 
LG-2 City of Presque Isle 
LG-3 County of Aroostook 
C/B-1 Aroostook Municipal Association 
C/B-2 Aroostook Municipal Association 
C/B-3 Aroostook Partnership for Progress 
C/B-4 Leaders Encouraging Aroostook Development 
C/B-5 Leaders Encouraging Aroostook Development 
C/B-6 Loring Commerce Center 
C/B-7 Maine Public Service 
C/B-8 Northern Maine Development Commission 
C/B-9 Sleeper’s of Caribou 
Cit-1 Karla Bell 
Cit-2 Karla M. Bell 
Cit-3 Jim Brown 
Cit-4 James T. & Marguerite M. Cerrato 
Cit-5 Dennis & Beth Connell 
Cit-6 Dave Corriveau 
Cit-7 Peter & Omerine Cyr 
Cit-8 Dawn DiGiovanni 
Cit-9 John F. Dionne 
Cit-10 Ward Gerow & Janet Snow 
Cit-11 Tom Goetz 
Cit-12 Thomas Goetz 
Cit-13 Diana Higgins 
Cit-14 Thomas C. Holmes 
Cit-15 Elaine B. Jepson 
Cit-16 Philip K. Jordan 
Cit-17 Joan Keaton 
Cit-18 Leone Knowles 
Cit-19 Kevin P. Levesque 
Cit-20 Almon R. McDougal 
Cit-21 Ricky J. McKinney 
Cit-22 Steve Sutter 
Cit-23 Pamela & Wayne Sweetser 
Cit-24 Harold & Emma Underhill 
Cit-25 Diane M. Ward 
FG- Federal Government; SG- State Government; LG- Local Government; C/B- 
Community Organizations/Businesses; Cit- Citizens 
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CARIBOU MANAGEMENT COMPANY LLC 
171 Madison Avenue, Suite 1005 

New York, NY 10016 
 
January 21, 2010 
 
Russell Charette 
Maine Department of Transportation 
State House 16 
Augusta, ME 04333-0016 
Phone: 207-624-3238 
 
RE: Report # FHWA-ME-EIS-O2-1-F (FEIS - Segment 4 Caribou Bypass Section) 
 
Dear Mr. Charette: 
 
My company owns the Skyway Plaza shopping center in Caribou, ME.  It is located at the 
intersection of US-1, Bennett Drive and Route 89.  This intersection is the commercial 
heart of Caribou.  Most retail shopping in Caribou occurs in the Skyway Plaza-Bennett 
Drive corridor surrounding this intersection. 
 
Retail sales depend upon cars driving directly in front of commercial property.  It is 
evident from the option 4B that maintaining the current amount of cars passing by this 
intersection was not a priority of the study. 
 
In the report on the Caribou bypass, there is no mention of the negative impact on 
commercial retail business, especially the loss of impulse shopping that occurs when a 
car no longer passes by this intersection.  The net result of the proposed plan will have a 
devastating effect on the retail shopping environment in Caribou. 
 
I voice strong opposition to Option 4B.  The only options that consider the needs of retail 
in the Skyway Plaza-Bennett Drive Corridor are options 1, 2, and 4C.  I would also 
suggest that the no-action alternative would be the best alternative.  Caribou is not 
downtown Portland.  It is a rural community.  There is no traffic problem.  In these 
difficult times, government money should be spent on more essential services. 
 
I would hope the final decision includes factoring in the commercial retail industry and 
thus the long-term employment and shopping needs of the citizens of Caribou. 
  
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Rosenberg 
President 
Caribou Management Company LLC 
 
 



CARIBOU MANAGEMENT COMPANY LLC 
171 Madison Avenue, Suite 1005 

New York, NY 10016 
 
January 21, 2010 
 
Mark Hasselmann 
Federal Highway Administration 
Room 614, Federal Building 
440 Western Avenue 
Augusta, ME 04330 
Phone: 207-622-8350 
 
RE: Report # FHWA-ME-EIS-O2-1-F (FEIS - Segment 4 Caribou Bypass Section) 
 
Dear Mr. Hasselmann: 
 
My company owns the Skyway Plaza shopping center in Caribou, ME.  It is located at the 
intersection of US-1, Bennett Drive and Route 89.  This intersection is the commercial 
heart of Caribou.  Most retail shopping in Caribou occurs in the Skyway Plaza-Bennett 
Drive corridor surrounding this intersection. 
 
Retail sales depend upon cars driving directly in front of commercial property.  It is 
evident from the option 4B that maintaining the current amount of cars passing by this 
intersection was not a priority of the study. 
 
In the report, there is no mention of the negative impact on commercial retail business, 
especially the loss of impulse shopping that occurs when a car no longer passes by this 
intersection.  The net result of the proposed plan will have a devastating effect on the 
retail shopping environment in Caribou. 
 
I voice strong opposition to Option 4B.  The only options that consider the needs of retail 
in the Skyway Plaza-Bennett Drive Corridor are options 1, 2, and 4C.  I would also 
suggest that the no-action alternative would be the best alternative.  Caribou is not 
downtown Portland.  It is a rural community.  There is no traffic problem.  In these 
difficult times, government money should be spent on more essential services. 
 
I would hope the final decision includes factoring in the commercial retail industry and 
thus the long-term employment and shopping needs of the citizens of Caribou. 
  
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Rosenberg 
President 
Caribou Management Company LLC 
 



  STATE OF MAINE 
     DEPARTMENT OF 
    INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 
    284 STATE STREET  
    41 STATE HOUSE STATION 
 JOHN E. BALDACCI AUGUSTA, MAINE   ROLAND MARTIN 
       GOVERNOR   04333-0041   COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
        December 29, 2009 
 
PO Box 447 
Ashland, ME   04732 
 
Russell Charette 
Maine DOT, BTSP 
16 State House Station 
Augusta, ME   04333-0016 
 
RE:  Comments regarding mitigation measures for Caribou Bypass, Rt. #1 – 161 Connector 
 
Dear Mr. Charette: 
 
Potential impacts and mitigation for these impacts to the aquatic habitat of Longfellow Brook 
are adequately addressed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement, December 2009.  We 
would encourage the use of a bridge or open bottom culvert to maintain the integrity of the 
stream bottom under the crossing.   
 
Alignment Option 4B has identified fisheries habitat as an impacted resource in Wetland 
system 4008 and 90003.  None of the potential wetland mitigation sites listed in Table 5-13 on 
page 5-42 identify existing function values or potential function values to benefit fisheries 
habitat in adjacent wetland systems.  Regional fisheries and wildlife staff have recommended 
alternative wetland mitigation to the 15 listed in the FEIS.  We have identified IWWH #130276 
on Rt. #205 (East Presque Isle Road) for acquisition and improvements that would preserve 
and enhance this wetland.  Suggested improvements would enhance the wetland habitat for 
fisheries. We would urge you to consider our recommendation to acquire and improve IWWH 
#130276 as mitigation to address wetland impacts.  These recommendations have been 
forwarded to IF&W Environmental Coordinator Steve Timpano. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this MDOT project. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
        David J. Basley 
        Regional Fishery Biologist 
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               Environmental 
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101 Walnut Street 

P. O. Box 9151 

Watertown, MA  02471-9151 

617  924  1770 

FAX  617  924  2286 

 Memorandum To: Michael Paiewonsky 

Project Manager 

Date: October 17, 2012 

Project No.: 06520.02 

 From: Laura Castelli, P.E.  

Traffic Engineer 

Re: Aroostook County Transportation Study - 

Presque Isle Bypass 

 

VHB has been asked  to review whether the Presque Isle Segment 7 Final Environmental Impact 

Statement (FEIS) traffic volumes projected  for the 2030 design year would  still be adequate if the 

design year were revised  to 2035. Typically, an EIS-level transportation analysis provides a 

minimum 20 year planning horizon to ensure that improvements emerging from the study have a 

useful life of at least 20 years and  to adequately assess future transportation impacts of a proposed  

project.  Given the change in schedule for the project and  that construction is likely to occur between 

2013 and  2015; a 2035 design year would  be consistent with a 20-year design for the project. A 2030 

design year, which was appropriate at the time filed , was used  in the FEIS.  

A review of historic traffic growth on Route 1 and  other study area roadways within Presque Isle 

ind icates that the volumes currently projected  for 2030 would  accurately represent conditions in 

2035. (See figure below.) There has been a d istinct reduction in traffic volumes on study area 

road ways throughout Presque Isle since 2004. Since the expected  growth has not been realized , the 

forecasted  traffic volume for the future at key location s is much closer to the trend  line at 2035 than 

at 2030. Additionally, a review of known land  use projections for 2030 and  2035 show no changes 

that would  suggest that volumes would  increase due to development that was not foreseen when 

the FEIS was completed . The trend  line illustrated  in the figure represents an annual growth rate of 

0.87 percent per year, which is based  on the growth calculated  from the Aroostook County 

Transportation Model along the Route 1 corridor . 

Therefore, for the purpose of the Presque Isle Segment 7 FEIS, VHB concurs that the year of the 

future conditions traffic forecasts and  analyses of the study remain valid  for the 2035 design year 

and  can be revised  from 2030 to 2035.   



Date:  August 20, 2009 

Project No.:  06520 
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