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 United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
 

 Ecological Services 
Maine Field Office  

17 Godfrey Drive, Suite #2 
Orono, Maine  04473 

207/866-3344  Fax: 207/866-3351 

 

 
                                             December 11, 2012 
 
Richard Bostwick 
Supervisor Field Services Unit 
Environmental Office 
Maine Department of Transportation 
16 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0016 
 
Dear Mr. Bostwick:  
 
Thank you for your letter and biological assessment dated November 1, 2012 requesting 
information or recommendations from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  This letter provides 
the Service’s response pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 1531-1543), Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d, 54 Stat. 
250), and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 661-667d). 
 
Project Name/Location:  Route 1 bypass, Presque Isle, Aroostook County, Maine 
Log Number:                    05E1ME00-2013-I-0038 
 
Maine Department of Transportation (MEDOT) proposes to construct a two-lane 9.8 mile bypass 
east of Presque Isle, Aroostook County, Maine.  The project area includes a 300 foot wide 
corridor.  The southern terminus of the highway will begin in Westfield near the Cambridge 
Road and continue north to cross the Aroostook River and terminate 2000 feet north of Route 
210.  A small portion (less than one acre) of the highway at its southern terminus in Westfield is 
in the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) critical habitat.  The remainder of the area is within the 
range of the Canada lynx in Maine, thus the Canada lynx could occur in the vicinity.  The closest 
documented occurrences are located seven miles west of the project area. 
 
The landscape east of Presque Isle is predominantly agriculture interspersed with small 
woodlots.  Numerous small, rural roads bisect the area as do many farm access roads.  This 
landscape lacks suitable habitat to support a Canada lynx home range.  The BA cites Hoving’s 
(2001) model of Canada lynx habitat in northern Maine.  This model predicts the project area has 
only a 10 percent probability of being suitable Canada lynx habitat.  Key habitat features for 
Canada lynx are missing, including extensive areas of young softwood-dominated forest that 

http://www.fws.gov/scripts/exit-to-fed.cfm?link=http://law2.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t13t16+6002+0++()%20%20AND%20((16)%20ADJ%20USC)%3ACITE%20AND%20(USC%20w/10%20(668))%3ACITE&linkname=U.S.%20House%20of%20Representatives
http://www.fws.gov/scripts/exit-to-fed.cfm?link=http://law2.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t13t16+6002+0++()%20%20AND%20((16)%20ADJ%20USC)%3ACITE%20AND%20(USC%20w/10%20(668))%3ACITE&linkname=U.S.%20House%20of%20Representatives


support high populations of snowshoe hares.  The majority of the project area is agricultural 
lands would not support snowshoe hares. 
 
The project corridor will remove 102 acres of wooded area (15 acres of boreal forest, 27 acres of 
deciduous hardwood, and 60 acres of spruce and hardwood mixed forest).  The area of Canada 
lynx critical habitat affected is small (less than one acre) and comprised mostly of “matrix” 
forested habitat (mature forest) that is not foraging habitat for Canada lynx. 
 
The agricultural areas east of Presque Isle are not likely to support resident Canada lynx, 
however transient animals may move through the area.  About 25 Canada lynx have been 
documented killed on Maine highways since 2000, most within the critical habitat area in “core” 
habitat, but a few have been killed in peripheral areas.  Young Canada lynx disperse from their 
natal areas and may travel hundreds of miles in search of an area to occupy.  Adult Canada lynx 
also regularly make temporary excursions, sometimes for hundreds of miles, before returning to 
their home range.  Canada lynx likely disperse throughout the agricultural lands of eastern 
Aroostook County using forested areas and woodlots as travel corridors between agricultural 
areas.   
 
The urban areas surrounding Presque Isle are a barrier to lynx movements west of the project.  
Canada lynx are reluctant to cross non-forested areas greater than 300 feet, thus much of the 
project area would be unsuitable for dispersing lynx.  There are few, if any, forest woodlots that 
could serve as corridors between large tracts of forested habitat west of the proposed Route 1 
bypass with habitat east of the bypass. Agricultural lands continue east of the project area for 
many miles. 
        
We have evaluated your project and biological assessment and concur with your determination 
that this project is not likely to adversely affect the Canada lynx.  The project area is unlikely to 
support resident Canada lynx, and the landscape is not conducive to dispersing Canada lynx.  A 
dispersing Canada lynx may occasionally wander through the area and could be at risk of road 
mortality, but the probability is insignificant. 
 
Based on the information currently available to us, no other federally listed species under the 
jurisdiction of the Service are known to occur in the project area.  Accordingly, no further action 
is required under Section 7 of the ESA, unless: (1) new information reveals impacts of this 
identified action that may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not previously 
considered; (2) this action is subsequently modified in a manner that was not considered in this 
review; or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat determined that may be affected by the 
identified action.  
 
Bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) may occur in the area.  Based on the information 
currently available to us, there is an intact bald eagle nest south of the Aroostook River about one 
mile east of the project area (near Burlock Road), a second nest on a small pond east of Allen 
Road, and a third nest in Aroostook State Park, south of Presque Isle. In addition, dispersing, 
migrating, and non-nesting bald eagles may frequent the area.  Golden eagles are known to 
migrate through the area in spring and fall. 
 



As you are aware, many eagles have been killed on Maine’s highways during the last two 
decades.  In most cases, this is the result of road-killed wildlife, particularly large animals (deer, 
moose, raccoons), that provide a source of carrion that attracts bald eagles.  To avoid take of bald 
and golden eagles, we encourage MEDOT to regularly remove large animal carcasses on this 
highway. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Mark McCollough, endangered species biologist, at 
207/866-3344 Ext.115 or by email at: Mark_McCollough@fws.gov. 
 

 
       Sincerely, 

                 
       Laury Zicari 
       Project Leader 
       Maine Field Office 
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December 17, 2012 
 
Louis A. Chiarella 
Acting Assistant Regional Administrator 
Habitat Conservation Division , National M arine Fisheries Service 
Northeast Regional Office 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276 

 
Subject: Maine Department of Transportation, Presque Isle Route 1 Bypass Project, 
Aroostook County, Maine 

 
Dear Mr. Chiarella: 

 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Maine Department of Transportation 
(MaineDOT) received your letter with Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Conservation 
Recommendations, dated December 14, 2012 for the proposed new Bypass around Presque Isle, 
Maine in response to the EFH Assessment for expedited consultation.  In accordance with 
Section 305(b)(4)(B) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(MSA) and 50 CFR 600.920(k), we are providing you with responses to your EFH 
Conservation Recommendations below: 

 
1.  "To protect migrating juvenile and adult Atlantic salmon, all in-water work generating 

turbidity and sedimentation should be conducted during low-flow conditions between 
July 15 and September 30 of any year.  In-water work may be conducted at any time 
within coffer dams or similar silt-containment structures, provided these structures are 
installed and removed during the recommended work window” 
 
Response: This conservation recommendation timing restrictions will be used for all in-
water work that is anticipated to generate sedimentation and turbidity. 

 
2.   "All new and replaced culverts should be designed in a manner not to interfere with the 

passage of fish and other aquatic organisms.  Structures should replicate natural stream 
channel, flow conditions, substrates, and channel grade.  Perched culverts should be 
avoided." 

 
Response:  This conservation recommendation will be implemented.  MaineDOT intends to design 
the crossing structures as described in the submitted EFH assessment, which includes designing 
structures with natural substrate that will pass species within the waterway 

 
We realize that there is minimal information for this assessment and consultation.  The data 
collected so far for this project is at a detail that is required for analysis for an  



 

 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) developed under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  
Once the Record of decision is issued for this project, final design activities can begin and more design 
detail will be forthcoming.  This may require that, pursuant to 50 CFR 600.920(1), re-initiation of 
consultation occur as we get more design detail and the project is revised in such a manner that it affects 
the basis for the above EFH conservation recommendations  
 
MaineDOT has not established a construction schedule to date nor has it determined what contracting 
method the project will be used. 
 
We thank you for your recommendations and quick turnaround on this project.  If you have any further 
questions, contact Richard Bostwick of MaineDOT at 207-592-3904 or Cassandra Chase of FHWA at 
207-512-4921. 
 

Sincerely, 

  
Judy Gates 
Director, Environmental Office 
Maine Department of Transportation 
Augusta, Maine, 04333 
 

      
CC:  
Cassandra Chase FHWA 
Mike Johnson, NOAA 
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Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
Correspondence Dated September 26, 2011
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