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June 2011 

  Purpose of study 
Begun in the fall of 2010, the Central York County Connections Study is evaluating a wide range of transportation and other strategies to maintain and improve travel connections from central York County to the Maine Turnpike and US Route 1. The study will answer questions such as:

· Can better access to greater Sanford from I-95 and US Route 1 meaningfully improve the economic prospects of this inland service center and surrounding communities? 

· Would a better jobs-to-housing balance in the Sanford area help preserve highway capacity?
· Are long term economic prospects best served by northerly (Portland-oriented) or southerly (NH/ MA-oriented) connections?

· Can preservation or minor upgrades to existing routes serve these purposes or are more major improvements needed? 

· How will any proposed improvements affect traffic conditions elsewhere within the Study Area, in particular at existing connections to the Maine Turnpike and US Route 1? 

· How might better managing land use and access along the major highway corridors help achieve these purposes?
· Could more transportation choices (transit, bicycle, pedestrian) and better connections to them help address the transportation needs of the Study Area and could they be provided effectively and affordably?

The study, funded by MaineDOT and the Maine Turnpike Authority, will make recommendations for the Study Area (see Study Area map on page 3) to effectively and affordably preserve the regional transportation system over the long term while meeting the projected needs of area residents, businesses and visitors through the year 2035. These recommendations will consider not just roadway improvements, but also recommendations for the full range of transportation choice and management options including transit, bicycle, pedestrian, transportation systems management, transportation demand management and highway access management.

June Update: Phase II of study almost complete
Phase I of the study was devoted to pulling together existing data and previous study conclusions. In Phase II, one primary focus is to develop a broad range of highway improvement strategies (solutions) to begin to understand the varying effects of major road improvements in key corridors.  An analysis of the travel, environmental and community character impacts of each of these strategies is nearing completion and was discussed by the Steering and Advisory Committees in June. 

In August, the analysis of safety, economic, cultural and cost impacts for these highway strategies will be available, allowing the Study Team to identify which of the strategies are most promising and deserve more detailed analysis. The detailed analysis will occur in Phase III, starting this fall and continuing into early 2012.  Phase III also includes analysis of the non-highway solutions listed in the above section. 
 How to find out more 

A public meeting will take place in September to present Phase II findings and conclusions to a broad range of stakeholders. Specific information regarding the meeting will be provided in August.
Information regarding meetings with the Steering and Advisory Committees, including agendas and minutes, plus the full scope of work for the study, resource maps for the study area and other information is all available at www.ConnectingYorkCounty.org. Interested parties are encouraged to sign on at the web site to receive ongoing Study updates and to participate in study surveys.
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