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Background:

Lateral Offset to Obstruction is one of the Controlling Criteria for roadway design.  The Lateral Offset to Obstruction is defined as the distance from the edge of traveled way, shoulder, or other designated point to a vertical roadside element.  Examples of these elements are walls, barriers, bridge piers, sign and signal supports, trees, and utility poles.   Lateral Offset is considered to be an operational design criterion, and should not be confused with Clear Zone, which is a safety design criterion and is covered in a separate Engineering Instruction.
Applicability:

This policy applies to all design projects.

Policy:

This policy outlines the Department’s direction regarding Lateral Offset to Obstruction.

The basic design criteria for Lateral Offset are based upon information contained in Chapter 10 of the AASHTO publication Roadside Design Guide (RDG).  The Department has adopted the following:
The minimum Lateral Offset to Obstruction for all roadway conditions and Corridor Priorities with curb is 1.5 feet measured from the face of curb.

The Lateral Offset for Obstruction for utilities shall meet the State of Maine Department of Transportation Utility Accommodation Rules, latest version.
Additional Guidance contained in the RDG as well as Chapter 4 of the AASHTO publication A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (the Green Book) will be used to determine other Lateral Offset to Obstruction related requirements.

Responsibility:

Program Managers
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