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“CLAIMS, PAINS
and

AUTOMOBILES”

MAINE LOCAL ROADS 
CENTER

in partnership with
MAINE MUNICIPAL

ASSOCIATION

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND

  ♦   Town/City Managers
 ♦   Selectmen/Councilors
 ♦   Road Commissioners
 ♦   Public Works Personnel
 ♦   Contractors doing local road work

 It is intended for those municipal  offi cials and 
employees who are responsible for maintaining 
safe local roads. A common sense knowledge of 
Maine’s  “local highway law” and Tort Claims 
Act will help to minimize exposure to tort 
 liability as towns carry out their local road duties 
and responsibilities.  

The following subjects will be  explained 
in understandable and practical terms not in 
(“ legalese”):

♦ DigSafe (new rules)
♦ Local Highway Law (“pothole  statute”)
♦  Maine Tort Claims Act
♦ Liability with road signs, signals and 
 pavement  markings
♦ Road & bridge posting, speed limits, trees 
in R/W and more subjects
♦ Duties and obligations of public  offi cials 
and local road personnel
♦ Realistic steps to reduce the possibility of 
a successful lawsuit against the Town
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A “Required” Road Scholar Workshop

A Statewide Workshop Covering
LOCAL HIGHWAY LAW,

MAINE TORT CLAIMS ACT
and all

ROAD LEGAL ISSUES



WORKSHOP LOCATIONS

September 4th  (Weds.) SKOWHEGAN
 T&B  Celebration Center

414 Madison Avenue

September 10th (Tues.)  BELFAST
Hutchinson Center

Rte 3

September 12th (Thurs.)  WOODSTOCK
Crosstone Conference Center

1132 South Main Street (Rte 26)

September 17th (Tues.)  AUGUSTA ELKS LODGE
397 Civic Center Drive

September 23rd (Mon.)  BREWER
Jeff’s Catering

15 Littlefi eld Way
East West Industrial Park

September 24th (Tues.)  CARIBOU MOTOR INN
19 Main Street

October 8th (Tues.)  PORTLAND
Keeley’s Banquet Center

178 Warren Avenue
Exit 48 off Tpke., Right on Riverside

(2nd light, Right on Warren Avenue, 1 Mi. on right)
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INSTRUCTORS
Michael Stultz - Attorney

Maine Municipal Association
Pete Coughlan - Director

MaineDOT Local Roads Center
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 7:30  Registration/Coffee
 8:00  Introduction
 8:20  Defi nitions and Legal Lingo
    ♦  Local Highway Law (“pothole    
     statute”)
    ♦ What is a “Defect”?
 9:30  Maine Tort Claims Act
    ♦  Are you immune or not?
    ♦  Negligence in use of equipment,    
    and performance of construction,  
    street cleaning, and repair
    ♦ Personal Liability of Individuals
10:45  Using the Manual on Uniform Traffi c  
  Control Devices (MUTCD)
    ♦  Traffi c Signs
    ♦  Road Striping
    ♦  Work Zones
11:30  Lunch
12:20    Other Legal Road Issues
    ♦  Posting
    ♦  Speed Limits
    ♦  ADA
    ♦  Trees
    ♦  And Much More      
 1:30  Small Group Discussion
  Actual Maine Accidents or Claims
  (how to avoid/prevent/react)
 2:30  “Wilbah’s” Mock Deposition
 3:15  Open Questions and Answers
 3:30  Adjourn
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