SECTION I ADVISORY RULINGS  
Physician Assistants Ordering
Practice of Medicine





     Schedule II Drugs
RULING: The Board of Licensure in Medicine ruled that physician assistants can dispense adequate analgesic medication to patients in the Emergency Room to treat a patient until they can see a physician 

HISTORY:  The Board received a request from Dr. Kenneth Christian, the Director of the Emergency Department at Maine Coast Memorial Hospital in Ellsworth, who would like Schedule II prescribing privileges for the physician extenders who sometimes staff the emergency department solely, with physician backup via telephone.  Dr. Christian stated he would like to offer patients who present at the emergency room, timely and adequate analgesia and in order to provide this service for patients, the physician extenders who work in the emergency department at Maine Coast Hospital would need Schedule II prescription writing privileges.
Effective Date:  October 12, 1999

