SECTION I 
ADVISORY RULINGS
Delegation by Physician Assistants
Practice of Medicine
(EMTs and Paramedics)

RULING:  The Board of Licensure in Medicine has ruled that Physician Assistants may not delegate authority to deliver medical care and treatment which has been delegated to them by a physician.

Physician Assistants practice medicine under the supervision and control of a physician.  32 M.R.S.A. §.3270-A allows a physician to delegate medical acts to employees.  There is no statutory authority which allows a physician assistant to further delegate authority which has been delegated to him/her.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 8, 2002

REVISION DATE:
HISTORY:  The Board received a letter from Kevin McGinnis, the former state emergency medical services director, asking whether a physician may delegate, through his/her physician assistant, to a paramedic.  Mr. McGinnis requested an advisory ruling.

