FY 2009-2010

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S REPORT
  The Board of Selectmen of the Town Of Smithfield would like to thank the town's people for their support in getting into the new town office and fire station. This last year we got work done to the parking lot and had some windows replaced, as well as some remaining inside work to the meeting room. The windows will help cut down on the heating bill in future years. The proceeds of the sale of the old town office/fire station replaced the whole roof.

   As you may be able to tell riding down the East Pond Road, the town cut down approximately 75 dead or dying trees along the road in front of the old Camp Somerset property within the town’s road right of way. Most of the tree’s  were a safety concern as well as possible liability issues to the town and the Board made a decision to take all the trees that were within the right of way, by removing all of them now would save the town money down the road.
   The Board has added two new articles to the Annual Town Meeting Warrant, one is for Capital Improvements and the other is for Equipment Improvements. We all have seen that when the town started a fund for New Construction, it saved a considerable amount of money by not having to pay interest on approximately half of the money that was needed to complete the project.  Interest money is REAL money.  The Road Bond was paid off this year and this up coming fiscal year the Sand & Salt Shed bond and Engine #2 loan will be paid off. This is the time to start putting amounts of money away in order to save for future expenses; it is one of many responsible ways to financially run a town.  
  During the last fiscal year Smithfield, Norridgewock, and Mercer met a few times to try and form a tri-town board that would be looking into possible cost savings areas for all three towns. The first item of business was to address the three town’s recreational issues.  The three town’s children, grades K thru 6th now attend one school located in Norridgewock.  Two residents from each town where asked to sit on a recreational advisory committee to start the procedure of making one recreational board with residents from all three towns.  That committee is still working on things.  The three town’s Board of Selectmen did sign an agreement for the Cal-Ripkin (baseball) changes, which dissolved the Norridgewock Cal-Ripkin and we are now all join with Skowhegan Cal-Ripkin League.  The only changes this will make is with the All Star teams, the regular baseball season will stay the same and be located in Norridgewock, and continue using all three town’s baseball fields.
   The Board would like to thank all those that have given their time as Firefighters/EMT's and the various boards. Your time has helped to make Smithfield a better town. Thank you.
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