Fiscal Year 2/1/2010-1/31/2011 

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

To:  Residents of the Town of Smithfield, in said county of Somerset and State of Maine:

Greetings:
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required to notify and warn the Inhabitants of the Town of Smithfield qualified to vote in Town affairs, to assemble in said Town, at the Municipal Building (926 Village Rd), Saturday March 13, 2010, at nine forty-five o'clock (9:45 AM) in the morning to elect a moderator to preside at said meeting and to elect officers for the ensuing year.  Polls are open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with the Registrar of Voters present to correct lists of voters.

The Inhabitants of the Town of Smithfield qualified to vote in Town affairs are hereby warned to assemble at the Municipal Building (926 Village Rd) at 7:00 p.m., March 13 2010, to act on Article 3 to the end of the Warrant.

Art.  1.     To elect a moderator to preside at said meeting.
Art.  2.     To proceed with voting by written ballot as directed and provided by statutes, on election of Town officers.      

Art.  3.     To see if the town will vote to increase the property tax levy limit of $328,849.94 established for Smithfield by State law in the event that the municipal budget approved under the following articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than the property tax levy limit.  (See information on Municipal Tax Levy Limit on page 84)
Art.  4.      To see if the Town will vote to have any balance left in the Fire Department Operation Account lapse to the Fire Department Contingency Fund at the end of the fiscal year.

Art.  5.      To see if the Town will vote to use SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION REFUND for the Moonshiner's Snowmobile Club.
Art.  6.      To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell cemetery lots within the Town of Smithfield for $200.00 per lot and $100.00 per half lot.

Art.  7.      To see if the Town will vote to charge a $20.00 fee, in addition to the amount of the check, for any check returned unpaid by the bank for any reason.
Art.  8.      To see if the Town will vote to authorize the municipal officers to spend an amount not to exceed 3/12 of the budgeted amount in each budget category of the 2011-12 annual budget during the period from February 1, 2011 to the Annual Town Meeting.
Art.  9.      To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow on the credit of the Town a sum of money sufficient to cover the running of the Town between the close of the books and the Annual Town Meeting.


Art.  10.      To see if the Town will vote to set the interest rate payable by the Town on prepaid abated taxes at 8% pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A section 506-A.
Art.  11.     To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept Monies prior to the tax commitment.
Art.  12.      To see if the Town will vote to allow a two (2%) percent discount, if requested, on all real and personal taxes paid in full within 30 days after the date of mailing the tax bills.
Art.  13.      To see if the Town will vote to authorize the selectmen to sell and convey by quit-claim deed any tax acquired property by sealed bid only after said property has been advertised in a paper of local circulation.  Selectmen are to allow delinquent taxpayers the opportunity to redeem their former property until such time as a bid is accepted from another person on the advertised day of sale, by paying back taxes, administrative costs and interest to the date of the sale.  The Selectmen reserve the right to accept or reject any and all bids.
Art.  14.      To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow on temporary loan or loans within the fiscal year ending January 31, 2011 in anticipation of taxes for purposes of paying obligations of the Town, such loans to be paid during the said fiscal year.

Art.  15.      To see if the Town will vote to make taxes due and payable when billed, with a charge of seven (7.00%) percent per annum on all unpaid taxes as of November 30, 2010.  All taxes unpaid as of November 30, 2010, will be published in the Town Report as delinquent taxpayers.

Art.  16.      To see if the Town will vote to set the pay for laborers and equipment not to exceed State rates for roads.
Art.  17.      To see if the Town will vote to accept the following categories of State and Federal Funds during the 2010 fiscal year (2/1/10-1/31/11):
· Municipal Revenue Sharing
· Local Road Assistance

· State Aid to Education (including Federal pass-through funds and property Tax relief)

· Civil Emergency Funds (Emergency Management Assistance)

· Snowmobile Registration Money

· Tree Growth Reimbursement

· General Assistance Reimbursement

· Veterans Exemption Reimbursement

· State and Federal Grants or Other Funds (this category includes all funds received from the State and Federal that are not included in items 1 through 8 above.)
Art.  18.     To see if the Town will vote to accept and utilize $325,324.00 in estimated revenues to reduce tax commitment.
	MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX
	$155,000.00 

	WATERCRAFT EXCISE TAX
	$3,800.00 

	STATE MUNICIPAL REVENUE SHARING
	$75,000.00 

	LOCAL ROAD ASSISTANCE
	$26,424.00 

	VETERAN'S REIMBURSEMENT
	$700.00 

	HOMESTEAD REIMBURSEMENT
	$31,000.00 

	INTEREST ON TAXES & LIENS
	$9,200.00 

	TREE GROWTH REIMBURSEMENT
	$10,000.00 

	MISCELLANEOUS INCOME
	$14,200.00 


Art.  19.       To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to dispose of surplus Town-owned personal property in a manner that the Board determines to be in the best interest of the Town of Smithfield.

Art.  20.      To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from SURPLUS a sum of $18,000.00 for the thirty (30) day two (2%) percent discounts.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  21.     To see if the Town will vote to set the pay of Town Officials/Employees and to raise and appropriate $111,416.00 as follows:
Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
	GENERAL GOVERNMENT
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 Salary 
	 Expenses 
	 Total 
	Acct

	1st Selectmen 
	$2,750.00 
	$500.00 
	$3,250.00 
	GG

	2nd Selectmen
	$2,200.00 
	$500.00 
	$2,700.00 
	GG

	3rd Selectmen
	$2,200.00 
	$500.00 
	$2,700.00 
	GG

	Administrative Assistant
	 
	 
	$33,154.00 
	GG

	Treasurer
	$3,799.00 
	$500.00 
	$4,299.00 
	GG

	Tax Collector
	1 1/4% RE&PP
	4% Excise
	$28,000.00 
	GG

	Town Clerk
	$3,913.00 
	$500.00 
	$4,413.00 
	GG

	Deputy Town Clerk
	$8.85 hr
	 
	$800.00 
	GG

	Registrar of Voters
	$1,900.00 
	$250.00 
	$2,150.00 
	GG

	Animal Control Officer
	$1,750.00 
	 
	$1,750.00 
	GG

	Deputy ACO
	$250.00 
	 
	$250.00 
	GG

	Health Officer
	$150.00 
	 
	$150.00 
	GG

	Code Enforcement Officer
	 $14.27 hr 
	 
	$5,000.00 
	GG

	Election Officials
	 $8.24 hr 
	 
	$2,500.00 
	GG

	Budget Committee
	$15.00 
	Per meeting
	$300.00 
	GG

	Planning Board
	$15.00 
	Per meeting
	$1,150.00 
	GG

	Planning Board Chair
	$50.00 
	 Annual
	$50.00 
	GG

	Appeals Board
	$15.00 
	Per meeting
	$225.00 
	GG

	Appeals Board
	$25.00 
	Annual
	$25.00 
	GG

	Moderator
	 $100>4hrs $50.00<4hrs 
	$350.00 
	GG

	Assessing Agent
	 
	 
	$18,200.00 
	GG


Art.  22.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,700.00 for the Kennebec Valley Council of Government.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  23.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $600.00 for mapping services.
Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  24.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $87,578.00 for General Expense.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  25.    To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $13,597.38 and appropriate $2,632.69 from S&S Shed Account balance for the Salt and Sand Shed bond principal and interest payment. (Payment 10 of 10)

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  26.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $9,934.00 for Kennebec Valley Regional Super Park.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  27.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $27,399.80 for the Municipal Building Reconstruction Bond principle & interest payments. (Payment 2 of 5)
Budget Committee Recommends: Yes

Art.  28.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $19,811.00 for the Town’s Engine #2 Fire Truck Loan. (Payment 8 of 8)

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes

Art.  29.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $25,500.00 for the Fire Department Operations Account and $12,335.00 for Fire Department Salary & Expenses Account.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  30.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $2,200.00for Workers Compensation.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  31.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $5,000.00 for the electricity of Street Lights.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  32.    To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from SURPLUS a sum of $350.00 for Animal Control Account.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  33.    To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $70,000.00 and appropriate $5,000.00 from SURPLUS for Waste Management Disposal Service using the Norridgewock facility.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  34.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $700.00 for landfill permit stickers for Waste Management back gate.

Budget Committee Recommends:

Art.  35.    To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $3,345.00 from SURPLUS for the Septic Disposal Account. 

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  36.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $13,700.00 for Cemeteries-General Care Account. 

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  37.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $4,000.00 for General Assistance.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  38.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $125.00 for Food Pantry for the expense to pick up Government Commodities.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes

Art.  39.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $131,320.00 and appropriate from SURPLUS $10,000.00 for RBC Winter Roads. (Includes 3 winter contracts, salt & sand purchases, and snow removal)
Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  40.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $25,000.00 for RBC General Repairs.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  41.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $3,500.00 for RBC Resurfacing.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  42.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $7,000.00 for RBC Grading.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  43.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $500.00 for E911 Road Signs Maintenance and Installation.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  44.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $40,000.00 and appropriate $26,424.00 from the Road Block Grant to use for payment for the Road Reserve Account (Paving and Reconstruction). 

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  45.     To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from SURPLUS up to $10,000.00 to meet unanticipated expenses and emergencies, that may occur during the fiscal year ending January 31, 2011.             

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  46.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,000.00 for the Library Reserve Fund.   

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  47.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,075.00 for Family Violence Project.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  48.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,700.00 for Belgrade Lakes Conservation Corps.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  49.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,000.00 for North Pond Association.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  50.    To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,000.00 for the East Pond Association.
Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  51.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,550.00 for Belgrade Lakes Milfoil Program.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  52.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $400.00 for Hospice of Waterville Area.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  53.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $500.00 for Hospice of Somerset County.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  54.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,500.00 for Kennebec Behavioral Health.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  55.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $400.00 for KV Community Action Program.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  56.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $500.00 for Red Cross.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  57.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,500.00 for Smithfield Maine Historical Society.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes

Art.  58.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,500.00 for a scholarship to be awarded to a graduating Smithfield student, with the highest grade point average, who will be continuing their education after graduating from S.A.H.S.  The Skowhegan Area High School Scholarship Committee will determine the award recipient.


Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  59.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $2,700.00 for Recreation Account.

Budget Committee Recommends: Yes
Art.  60.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $2,500.00 for the Smithfield Anniversary Celebration to be carried forward into a 175th Anniversary (Year 2015) Reserve Fund.   

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes

Art.  61.     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $10,000.00 for Capital Improvements to be carried forward into a Capital Improvement Reserve Fund, for the purpose of future expenditures.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  62     To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $10,000.00 for Equipment Improvements to be carried forward into an Equipment Improvement Reserve Fund, for the purpose of future expenditures.

Budget Committee Recommends:  Yes
Art.  63.    To see if the town will amend the Minimum Lot Size Ordinance, adding Sections E, F, paragraphs 1, 2, & 3.  (See page 80 for ordinance section wording)
Art.  64.    To see if the town will amend the Shore Land Zoning Ordinance, Section 16, subsection C, adding paragraph 5 as follows;
All applications for Shore Land Zoning shall be accompanied by an application fee, payable at the time of filing.  The fee shall be sufficient to compensate the municipality for reasonable costs of processing the application.  Fees shall be set, and may be amended, by the Board of Selectmen, and shall consist of an (1) application fee, plus a (2) technical fee based on the size or complexity of the development.  The board shall hold a public hearing prior to setting or amending fee schedule.  (See Fee Schedule set by Selectmen pg. 79)
Planning Board Recommends: Yes
Board of Selectmen Recommends:  Yes
Given under our hands this 2nd day of March, 2010
1st Selectmen:


 Richard A.  Moore ______________________________________

2nd Selectmen:                                                                                  

Dale M. Churchill ____________________________________

3rd Selectmen:                                                                                  

Justin S. Furbush _____________________________________

Selectmen, Town of Smithfield, Maine

A true copy of the warrant,

Attest: _____________________________________Clerk of Smithfield
RETURN OF THE WARRANT

Smithfield, Maine


Pursuant to the within Warrant to me directed, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of said town, qualified as herein expressed, to meet at said time and place, and for the purposes therein named, by posting an attested copy of said Warrant at the Selectmen’s Office, Smithfield Post Office, Tax Collector's Office, Smithfield Corner Store and Sweet Dreams Store in said town, being public and conspicuous places in said town, on this 3rd day of March 2010, being at least seven days before the election.

___________________________________     


________________________

Signature of Resident








Date

Fee Schedule set by the Board of Selectmen: This is not part of the amendment to the ordinance, it is only information.
All permits:
(1) Application Fee of $35.00.

Structures in excess of 1,000 square feet of lot coverage:  (1) $​​35.00, plus 
(2) $15.00 for each 1,000 square feet or fraction thereof, over 1,000.

Development (structures plus impervious area) in excess of 10,000 square feet:  A refundable review fee of no less than $1,000 shall be paid to the Town and placed in escrow by the Town.  This fee shall be for the exclusive purpose of retaining technical or professional expertise to assist the Planning Board in review of the application.  If any portion of the review fee is not expended for this purpose, it shall be returned to the applicant within 30 days following issuance of the decision.

Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit
QUESTION #3 INFORMATION
What is a Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit?
The Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit regulates the amount of money that municipalities can raise through property taxes.  It applies only to property taxes used for municipal operations (road maintenance, libraries, parks and recreation, etc).  It does not apply to property taxes raised for schools, counties, TIFs, or the overlay.  The limit allows a municipality to increase property taxes, but only by an amount equal to the growth of its tax base.  Tax base growth is estimated by the annual percentage growth in statewide personal income and local property development within the municipality.  The limit is adjusted downward if a municipality receives extra money from the State that it can use instead of property taxes.

Why does Maine have Municipal Property Tax Levy Limits? 
In 2005, the Maine Legislature and Governor John E. Baldacci set a goal of lowering Maine’s state and local tax burden ranking to the middle one-third of states by 2015.  To achieve this, they created Municipal Property Tax Levy Limits, as well as limits on county assessments, school funding, and state General Fund appropriations.  If Maine’s government spending and taxes increase at a slower rate than other states, Maine’s tax burden ranking will fall. 

What is “LD 1?”
“LD 1” refers to the first bill, or “Legislative Document,” filed with the 122nd Legislature in December 2004.  The official title of the bill was “An Act to Increase the State Share of Education Costs, Reduce Property Taxes and Reduce Government Spending at All Levels.”  The bill became law in 2005.  It limits the growth of taxes and appropriations made by state, county, and municipal governments, and school administrative units.  The text of LD 1 is available online:
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/externalsiteframe.asp?ID=280014321&LD=1&Type=1&SessionID=6
What effect have Municipal Property Tax Levy Limits had on property tax growth?
Although the Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit has been in place for only two years for fiscal-year municipalities and one year for calendar-year municipalities, the total growth of property taxes statewide has slowed.  In the three years prior to LD 1, annual property tax growth ranged from 5.1% to 7.0%.  In 2005, when the limits applied to only fiscal-tear towns, property taxes increased 1.8%.  In 2006, the first year the limits applied to all towns, property taxes increased by 3.9%.

What is the Growth Limitation Factor and how is it calculated? 
The Growth Limitation Factor refers to the allowable increase in a town’s property tax levy.  Each year, a town’s Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit is calculated by increasing the previous year’s limit by the Growth Limitation Factor.  The Growth Limitation Factor is based on the local Property Growth Factor and the statewide Income Growth Factor.  

What is the Income Growth Factor and how is it calculated?
The Income Growth Factor reflects growth in Maine’s tax base.  The State Planning Office is responsible for calculating it.  The current Income Growth Factor is 2.28%.  That equals the statewide average personal income growth from 1997 to 2007, adjusted for inflation.  The State Planning Office will release a new Income Growth Factor in September 2009, when the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis releases its revised estimates for 2008 income growth.  Until that time, SPO will consider 2007 the most recent year for which data is available.  

What is the Property Growth Factor and how is it calculated?
The Property Growth Factor reflects growth in a municipality’s tax base.  It is equal to the amount of new property divided by the total assessed value of all property.  “New property,” or property assessed for the first time since the last April 1st, includes newly created lots, new buildings, building additions, and new personal property.  To avoid the impact of reassessments, most towns divide the total value of new property by the most recent total value of all assessed property in the town.  New property that is tax-exempt is included in the calculation.  For example, if a new tax-exempt regional waste management facility is built, the assessed value of the new facility should be included as "new property.”

Can a municipality go over its Limit?  If so, how?  
Yes.  A municipality can go over its Property Tax Levy Limit by a majority vote of the legislative body that normally approves the budget.  If the budget is approved by a referendum or at a town meeting, the vote must be by written ballot on a separate article that specifically identifies the intent to go over the Property Tax Levy Limit.  If the budget is approved by a council, the limit can be increased or exceeded by a majority vote of the council.  The decision of the council can be put to a referendum vote if a petition containing signatures of 10% of a municipality’s registered voters is submitted to the town clerk within 30 days of the council vote.  For further details see Maine Revised Statutes Title 30-A, Chapter 223, Section §5721-A, sub section 7. (http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/30-a/title30-asec5721-a.html)
What is the difference between voting to “exceed” or “increase” the Limit?   
A vote to “exceed” the limit allows a municipality to raise more property taxes than its limit allows for one year only.  A municipality generally exceeds the limit to pay for an unexpected circumstance beyond its control, such as a natural disaster, federal mandate, citizen initiative, or loss of state or federal funding.  The amount by which a municipality exceeds its limit will not increase the next year’s limit.   

A vote to “increase” the limit allows a municipality to raise more property taxes than its limit allows for all current and future years.  The amount by which a municipality increases its limit will increase the next year’s limit.   
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