SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ORDINANCE

for the Town of Georgetown, Maine

Adopted 18 June 2005

Section 1.
Purpose

This Ordinance is designed to regulate solid waste disposal, encourage recycling as an environmentally and fiscally sound method of reducing the waste stream, establish a Solid Waste Committee, govern the operation of the Georgetown Transfer Station, protect the environment of the Town, and otherwise protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Georgetown.

Section 2.
Authority

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to and consistent with municipal home rule powers provided in Article VIII, Part 2, Section 1, of the Constitution of the State of Maine and 30-A MRSA § 3001.

Section 3
Definitions

The definitions in 38 MRSA § 1303-C shall govern the construction of words contained in this Ordinance unless defined below. Any words not defined here or in statute shall have their common and ordinary meanings.

A
Attendant: the person or persons employed by the Town to supervise the Transfer Station and operate necessary equipment.

B
Bulky Waste: any acceptable waste that is not construction waste, municipal solid waste, or recyclables.

C
Construction Waste: wastes such as construction or demolition debris.

D
Hazardous Waste: any material or waste the Federal or State government has determined to be hazardous to individuals or the environment, including Household Hazardous Waste and Universal Waste.

E
Long-Term Renter: anyone who rents real residential property for three months or more.

F
Municipal Solid Waste: ordinary solid waste generated during normal household operations, with some exceptions as noted in the Rules for Operation of the Transfer Station.

G
Person: anyone operating under this Ordinance, including residents and non-residents.

H
Public Way: any road, highway, street, lane, private way, or similar thoroughfare, whether public or private, that serves two or more properties.

I
Recyclables: items suitable for separation from the regular waste stream for reuse or recycling.

J
Resident: any person owning real property in Georgetown, regardless of residence, and long-term renters of three months or more.

K
Seasonal Renter: anyone who rents real residential property for a period of days or weeks, as opposed to a long-term renter.

L
Structure: any building, deck, dock, pier, trailer, or boat.

Section 4
Solid Waste Committee

A
The Solid Waste Committee created under this Ordinance shall consist of as many as seven members and a number of alternates appointed by the Selectmen for staggered three-year terms. The Committee is empowered to elect its own officers.

B
The Committee shall advise the Selectmen and the Town on a budget for the Transfer Station and shall manage the budget as approved at Town Meeting.

C
The Committee shall monitor operation of the Transfer Station and advise the Selectmen and the Town as to trends, issues, and possible efficiencies in its operation.

D
The Committee shall review operating procedures for the Transfer Station and recommend any necessary changes to the Selectmen.

E
The Committee shall advise the Selectmen and the Town on issues, trends, and mandates of waste disposal and recycling at the local, State, and Federal levels.

F
The Committee shall promote recycling as an environmentally and economically sound alternative to waste disposal when appropriate.

G
The Solid Waste Committee shall endeavor to provide as much space as is appropriate and feasible for waste disposal and recycling.

Section 5
Georgetown Transfer Station

A
The Transfer Station is designed as a place where Georgetown residents and seasonal renters can recycle or dispose of municipal solid waste, where those materials can be stored temporarily, and where waste haulers can remove those materials easily. It shall be operated in ways consistent with applicable Federal and State laws and regulations.

B
Admission to the Transfer Station shall be by permit sticker only. Permit stickers are available at the Town Office on request with proof of residence, as defined above in Section 3.J. Seasonal renters must obtain permit stickers from their landlords. Permit stickers must be displayed on vehicles or in their windows to gain access to the Transfer Station. Permit stickers issued to persons no longer resident in Georgetown are void. The Select-men may revoke a permit sticker following notice and hearing of a violation of this Ordinance or operating procedures.

C
The Selectmen, in consultation with the Solid Waste Committee, shall establish operating procedures for the Transfer Station. Operating procedures, hours, and any other relevant information shall be displayed at the Transfer Station and at the Town Office.

D
Anyone who uses the Transfer Station shall do so at the strict direction of the Attendant. No person shall violate the operating procedures set forth for the Transfer Station or any directives issued by the Attendant. If any person refuses to obey any directives or operating procedures, the Attendant shall have the authority to deny access to the Transfer Station for that person until he or she complies or until the Selectmen have had the opportunity to hear the complaint.

E
No person shall enter or use the Transfer Station outside of the regular hours of operation.

F
No waste generated outside Georgetown will be accepted.

Section 6
Illegal Dumping of Waste

A
No person shall discard any municipal solid waste, construction waste, bulky waste, abandoned vehicles, or other litter along public ways, on public land, or on any private property other than his or her own.

B
No person shall transport municipal solid waste, construction waste, bulky waste, rocks, gravel, or other materials on the public ways in an unsecured manner that allows them to become deposited on or along the public ways.

C
No person shall operate a junkyard without appropriate licensing under applicable State law and Town ordinances.

D
No person shall dispose of hazardous wastes anywhere in Georgetown in a manner not allowed under applicable Federal or State law.

Section 7
Enforcement, Violations, and Penalties

A
Any person who violates the terms of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine assessed by the Selectmen of not less than $50 or more than $500 for each violation, as well as the cost of cleanup.

B
Any person assessed a penalty under this Ordinance may appeal to the appropriate State court.

C
Any person found guilty of a violation under this Ordinance shall be liable for the legal costs of the Town, as well as the cost of cleanup.

Section 8
Validity and Conflict of Ordinances

A
If any part of this Ordinance is found to be invalid, unconstitutional, or inapplicable, that finding shall not affect or impair the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.

B
If this Ordinance conflicts with other ordinances of the Town of Georgetown, the strictest provisions shall apply.

C
This Ordinance does not preempt any similar Federal or State laws or regulations that are more restrictive.

D
By adopting this Ordinance, the citizens of the Town of Georgetown hereby repeal the Abandoned Automobile Ordinance (adopted 8 August 1973), the Dump Ordinance (adopted 8 August 1973), the Hazardous Waste Disposal Ordinance (adopted 20 June 1981), and the Litter Ordinance (adopted 6 March 1971).
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