ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

for the Town of Georgetown, Maine

Adopted June 12,1999           Amended June 17, 2000

Amended June 12, 2010

 1
Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to require in accordance with Title 7 MRSA. Part 9, that all dogs in the Town of Georgetown be kept under the control of their owners at all times so that they will not injure persons, damage property, or create nuisances.

 2
Authority: This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to 7 MRSA § 3950, which provides that Maine municipalities are “empowered to adopt or retain more stringent ordinances, laws, or regulations” than the State provides on dog licensing.

 3
Applicability: Provisions of this Ordinance that apply to the owner of a dog apply equally to any person having the custody or possession of that dog.

 4
License and Identification:  Each owner of a dog that is six months of age or older (except dogs kept under a kennel license as provided by 7 MRSA § 3923-C) shall, on or before 1 January of each year, or at such a time as such dog becomes six months old, cause such dog to be licensed with the Town Clerk. A dog that is at least two months old must wear a collar or harness to which is attached an identification tag with the owner’s name and address or telephone number.

 5
Definitions:  The following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

At large:  Off the premises of the owner or person responsible for the dog.

Dangerous dog:  A dog that has bitten a person who was not a trespasser with criminal intent on the owner’s premises at the time of the incident; a dog that causes death or serious injury to another animal; or a dog that causes reasonable fear of bodily injury to a person acting in a peaceable manner outside the owner’s premises.

Nuisance:  Causing unreasonable noise, smell, litter, or other property damage; chasing automobiles, motorcycles, bicycles, or other vehicles; or persistently and frequently entering on school grounds while school is in session.

Owner:  Any person or organization, firm, partnership, or corporation that owns, possesses, or has custody of a dog.

Voice control:  Controlling a dog effectively by voice commands.

 6
Restrictions: It shall be unlawful in Georgetown:

A
To allow a dog to run at large. A dog that is off its owner’s premises and is not on a leash or is on a leash more than six feet long is by definition running at large unless it is engaged in field trials, legal hunting, or training, or is under effective voice control.

B
To own a dangerous dog, as defined above, unless it is confined or muzzled.

C
To own a dog that creates a nuisance, as defined above.

 7
Impoundment:
A
The Animal Control Officer (ACO) shall apprehend any dog found running at large and impound it in a suitable place, recording its breed, color, sex, and license number and the name and address or telephone number of its owner. The ACO may impound a nuisance dog when its owner cannot be located. If an owner keeps a dog outside on a leash or in a fenced area, and if the dog disturbs the peace of any person by frequently and habitually barking, howling, or creating other noises, and if the owner cannot be located, the ACO may impound the dog following a twenty-four-hour waiting period from the initial time of the complaint.

B
The ACO shall immediately notify the owner by telephone or by certified mail that the dog has been impounded and that the owner may reclaim it by paying the fees specified below and by licensing the dog if it is unlicensed.

C
The ACO may transfer an impounded dog to the Coastal Humane Society.

D
An owner must reclaim an impounded dog and pay the fees or fines required within one week after receiving oral or written notice of the impoundment.

 8
Confinement and Examination:  The owner of a dog who knows or has been advised that the dog has bitten someone shall confine the dog or have it confined by itself for at least fourteen days and shall notify the Health Officer immediately of the time, place, and reason for the confinement. During that period, the owner shall not destroy the dog nor allow it to be destroyed. The Health Officer shall keep the dog under observation for symptoms of rabies during the fourteen days and may choose to keep the dog beyond that time or to hire such expert assistance as may be necessary. If the dog is found to be rabid, the Health Officer shall notify both the owner and the person bitten and shall have the dog destroyed immediately, following procedures recommended by the Department of Human Services. If the dog is not rabid, the ACO shall require the owner to muzzle it or keep it confined. The owner of the dog shall be responsible for paying all expenses incurred by the Town in carrying out the procedures required by this paragraph.

 9
Penalties: Any person fined under this Ordinance shall pay the Town any costs or expenses incurred by the Animal Control Officer or Town Attorney in prosecuting the case. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to limit the fines that the courts of this State may impose pursuant to any other statute or judicial authority.

A
Unlicensed dog. The owner of a dog that should be licensed who fails to license it by January 31st  each year shall be liable to a late fee Pursuant to 7 MRSA § 3923-A (4), as may be amended from time to time.
B
Running at large. The owner of a dog that runs at large shall pay a fine of $15 on the first occasion, $25 on the second occasion, $50 on the third occasion, and $100 on each additional occasion. Repeat offenses shall be counted within the two-year period ending with the most recent violation.

C
Running at large after causing nuisance. The owner of a dog identified as a nuisance who allows the dog to run at large shall pay a fine of $50 on the first occasion and $100 on each additional occasion.

D
Disturbing the peace. The owner of a dog that disturbs the peace shall pay a fine of $50 on the first occasion and $100 on each additional occasion.

E
Dangerous dog. The owner of a dog identified as dangerous who does not keep the dog confined, or muzzled when at large, shall pay a fine of $50 on the first occasion and $100 on each additional occasion.

F
Impoundment.  The owner of a dog who is notified that the dog has been impounded by the ACO shall pay the Town a fine of $10 at the time of retrieval. If the dog has been impounded at the Coastal Humane Society, the owner shall pay the Society a processing fee of $25 plus $20 per night boarding fee for dogs and $10 per night for cats. (The Society will demand to see license and rabies certificate before it will release a dog.)

G 
Unclaimed dog. The owner of a dog who is notified that the dog has been impounded shall pay the Town an additional fine of $25 if the dog is unclaimed more than a week after receipt of notification.

H 
General penalty. A person who violates any other provision of this Ordinance shall pay a fine of $100.

10
Enforcement
Except for the provisions of this Ordinance that must be enforced by the Health Officer, the Animal Control Officer shall enforce this Ordinance.

11
Effective Date
This Ordinance shall become effective upon approval at Town Meeting.

12
Severability
If any sentence, clause, section, or part of this Ordinance is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality, or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections, or parts of this Ordinance.
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