BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Tuesday, November 09, 2010 at 7 pm  

Geoff Birdsall called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm with Dolores Pinette  and Bill Plummer present.
Others in attendance:  Bob Trabona and Rick Freeman.
Public comment:  none
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board):

Goodspeed appeal decision from Commissioners (under abatements).
Deborah Simard tax question (under abatements).

Dale Savoie - meeting with Selectmen regarding easements for culverts (under new business).
Scheduled appointments: 

7:20 ~ Stephen Mace - resigning from Conservation Commission. 
Minutes:  Selectmen approved minutes of the meeting of October 27, 2010.
Review and sign warrants; review updated building permit listing and property transfers. 


Action:  Selectmen reviewed and signed the warrants; reviewed the building permit list and property declarations.
Abatement Requests:  Goodspeed abatement decision should have been decided by the Commissioners today.  ADDED ~ We received word this afternoon that the Commissioners have denied the Goodspeed appeal.  Action:  none needed.

LaPlante, Eve & Dorfman, David (11R-043) for error in assessment.  Action:  Mary presented the information to the Selectmen and they granted the abatement for the error in acreage added to their account (a duplication of the current acreage without an open space adjustment).   Mary had called them last week after reviewing the tax record and told them the correct amount of tax (same as last year).  She will follow up with letter and receipt for the abatement to the owner, and ask Bill Van Tuinen about the error when he is here.
Moore, Audrey (11R-005-E) questioning value of trailer and reporting an acreage error.  Action  Selectmen reviewed the application and granted an abatement on $4400.00 in valuation for the difference between her assessed acreage (4.2) and actual (1.1).  The Selectmen denied the request for the abatement on the trailer, as they feel the assessment is fair.
ADDED ~ Simard, Deborah inquiring about her lot on Rotunda Hill (05R-023-001).  Action:  Mrs. Simard called today regarding last years taxes and the drop from year to year (the property was previously assessed at $522K and now is at $176K).  She would like her money back for last years taxes.  Mary explained that the deadline for abatement is 185 days after taxes are committed (May 13, 2010 for 09-10 taxes) and that since she was not an owner of record as of April 1, 2009, (she purchased June 1, 2009) she could not have requested an abatement on the tax assessed on April 1.  Rotunda Hill Associates would have had to request an abatement.  Mary further explained that she is welcome to write to the Selectmen but there is really nothing the Town can do about this as she was not the owner of record at time of assessment, regardless of who paid the taxes. 
Bill Plummer discussed with the Board that the Commissioners can award the Town money for costs associated with appeals if they deem it appropriate.  Mary will ask Bill VanTuinen to separate out costs associated with appeals in the future in case it is ever needed.
Correspondence:  

  Note from Skip with conflict for tonight.  He will be here on Nov. 23rd at 7:30 to discuss the SZO appeal.  Action:  noted.
  ME DOT with fall edition of planning news.  Already forwarded to Dale. Action:  none.
  Maine Resources Recovery Association Workshop Survey.  Already forwarded to the SWC.  Action:  none.
  ME State Planning Office Notice of Routine Program Change Submission.  Action:  none.
  October 2010 Waste Bytes newsletter.  Action:  none.
  Copy of note from Mary to Bath Savings paying down the TAN by $150K from last weeks tax receipts.  Action:  noted.
 Other Correspondence:  none 
 Minutes:  none.

 Old Business:


Haddock-Montgomery: copy of the proposed order of Remand and legal counsel response (previously forwarded to you).  

Action:  none, awaiting response from Justice Horton   (It appears this may go back to the Planning Board again !)

Aleada Pinkham house :  Awaiting payment ~  Patricia Mains has until Nov 12th.  Action:  none.

Town vs DEP: tabled from last meeting.  Skip will be down for the next meeting (23rd) to discuss.  Mary will email the 


Planning Board and Board of Appeals to make sure they know this is on the next agenda.


Town Wood Lot:  on Mary’s list not completed yet ~ will be a while to get back to it.  Action:  none.


Boston Cane:  Rheta Morgan would like to be honored with the cane.  Mary has times that would be good.  Action:  


Selectmen discussed times and Thursday appears to be the best for all involved.  Geoff will check his schedule and 


let Mary know so she can contact Rheta’s family.  Tentative dates are December 2 or 9.

Continuing items:
Still awaiting word from Bill Van Tuinen on his availability to be here for citizen questions.  Action:  Mary will follow up.
Personnel reviews for all Town employees need to be done. Tabled for future action.

Responses from holding tank owners:  none.
 New business:   

  Questions on the Wharf Lease  ~  Dolores   The TOPMB wants to be sure that only the Love Nest and Lobster Pound can be subleased.  The lease indicates that the ice cream retailing and fast food business may be sublet with prior written consent of the Landlord.  The question is whether or not a third party can be buying at the dock and therefore those that are not residents using it.  Action:  Dolores will call Chris Johnston, President of Five Islands Lobster Company and Five Islands Seafood Company to see if he is wholesaling this winter and if he intends to sublease (he needs consent) and will follow up if need be.
  Request from Westport Volunteer Fire Department chief for Engine 2.  They are requesting the use of Engine 2 until they can procure a replacement truck for their current pumper.  The GVFD has also written a letter to the Board of Selectmen requesting that we give preference to the Town of Westport.  Tabled from last meeting.  Action:  Was discussed and motion made to sell Engine 2 to the Westport Volunteer Fire Department for $5.00 with the caveat that if they want to give it away after they are done with it (get another to replace it) that it needs to be to another Fire Dept or charitable organization.  Mary will follow up with Chief Mooney.
Letter to Dog Owners for running at large to be reviewed.  Action:  letter was discussed and Mary will check with Cathy and Kate on letter regarding getting dogs licensed.  We have examples of other towns letters; mailed by the ACO and/ or Town Clerk.  On the current letter going out to the 3 owners for dogs running at large ~ add to it that they also must be registered!
ADDED ~ Dale Savoie, Road Commissioner, was in to discuss the need for 2 easements due to water.  One is in regards to the culvert across Rich Start’s property on Lewis Road and the other is for culvert under Five Islands Road at Bernie and Sandy Goodman’s property at the corner of Oak and Five Islands Road.  We will need easements from both owners to correct this problem.  The area at Oak and Five Islands has been bad  for a long time and needs to be ditched and routed to the culvert under Oak Road.  Bob Trabona mentioned that Dale may want to contact DEP on this as it ends up in Harmon Harbor.  Dale will follow up with both owners.  
This conversation brought about discussion on the area around the old Kirk house (127) that still needs to be repaired from the last storm.  Bill has called DOT and will follow up again.  

Items for signature:  

Municipal Valuation Return (in duplicate):  Action:  signed.
Scheduled Appointments:  

7:20pm  Steven Mace has resigned from the Conservation Commission.  There has not been a quorum since May and he feels that the Conservation Commission simply lacks community support.  It was mentioned that if we have a special town meeting or public hearings we will continue to seek volunteers and the Selectmen will continue to ask around.
Public comment:  none.
 Executive session:  under 1MRSA §.405.6a to discuss a personnel matter.  Action:  Selectmen went into executive session at 8:30 adjourning at 8:35 with no follow up required.  
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 8:37 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary F. McDonald

Assistant to the Selectmen
