BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Wednesday, October 27, 2010 at 7 pm  

Geoff Birdsall called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm with Bill Plummer present.  Dolores Pinette is home sick.
Others in attendance:  Bob Trabona and Rick Freeman.
Public comment:  none
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board):

Moderator for Town Meeting:  Mary -- we are in need of one for next Tuesdays meeting.  Mary to inquire with a few people.
Address for the Transfer Station:  Bill -- would like to see that more visible for E911.  Address is 64 Bay Point Road.  We 
will get it posted as such.
Hearings for abatement:  Bill to discuss conversation with Commissioners (under abatement requests).

Scheduled appointments: 

7:30 ~ Stephen Mace - Conservation Commission  ~  cancelled.

7:45 ~ David Kaler running for State Senate - to answer any questions we have ~ did not show.

8:30 ~ Larry Mann ~ cancelled.
9:00 ~ Kate MacKay in executive session to discuss ACO items ~ moved to 8pm.
Minutes  Selectmen approved minutes of the meeting of October 13th and 21st, 2010.
Review and sign warrants; review updated building permit listing and property transfers. 


Action:  Selectmen reviewed and signed the warrants; reviewed the building permit list and property transfers.
Abatement Requests:  Received paperwork from Sagadahoc Commissioners on the Jones denial.  
Goodspeed abatement hearing was on Tuesday October 26th.  Action:  Bill brought up the hearing and that Bill VanTuinen had represented the Town well.  Mrs. Goodspeed reported of errors in number of rooms, bathrooms etc which Mary told the Commissioners that the Town had not been notified of any errors.  The main case here is the appraisal versus assessed value.

The Commissioners had talked about the number of appeals for Georgetown to which Bill Plummer responded that they have only had a few and we mail 1400 tax bills per year.  The Commissioners asked if the Town lets people know when the abatement is going to be addressed by the select board and Mary stated that she tells people when they bring in the forms that the board would normally address the application at its next meeting.  
Request for supplemental on McMahan, Michael and Jodi  (13U-010-A) for error in acreage assessment (was assessed as 1.4 acres; was and is 6.51 acres) for 2007/08, 08/09 and 09/10 for a total tax of $245.75.  Action:  Selectmen authorized supplemental for 3 years.  Mary to write Michael and Jodi to let them know.
Correspondence:  

  Me Property Tax Division:  Sales Ratio Analysis for review.   Action: reviewed and corrected.  Mary will fill out and 
return.
  Maine Forest Service roster on Tree Growth ~ to be filled out.  Action:  Mary will fill out and return.
  ME Dept of Conservation on Volunteer Fire Assistance Program Funds Available; already forwarded to the GVFD.  Action:  
none.
  MMA 2010 Salary Survey on disk.  Action:  none needed.
  Children’s Center request for funding ($557.)  Action:  forward to the FAC.
  ME DHHS acknowledging receipt of GA Appendices.  Action:  none needed.
  MMA Risk Management offering Volunteer Firefighter Blanket Accident Coverage. Action:  none needed, to be forwarded    
to the Fire Department to see if they want to take any action on their own..
  Email from Misty Green regarding the Homeland Security Grant 2010 program; indicating that one of the major priorities of 
the grant is fixing the communications problems within our coastal towns of Woolwich, Arrowsic, Georgetown, Bath, 
Phippsburg and West Bath; and that she will be looking for a letter of support from these towns.  They are looking for a 
permanent fix and that most likely it will be a tower set up in West Bath and a simulcast system to connect the West Bath 
site and Phippsburg site.  Fire Dept also received the email.  Action:  none needed.
  Email from Misty Green regarding CEO Training.  Already forwarded to Bob.  Action:  none needed.
 Other Correspondence:  Evidence of Insurance from Five Islands Lobster Co., Inc.;  Copy of Letter from Skip to Bath Savings regarding TAN;  Invitation to the Kennebec Valley Community Action Program Annual meeting on November 17th; MRRA invitation to the 3rd annual meeting and dinner on November 16th; Copy of mailing to residents from the RPC regarding the upcoming vote on school consolidation; Wright Pierce Insights newsletter for Fall 2010; Energy Conservation Workshop on November 13th by the Androscoggin Valley SWCD.  Action:  filed, forwarded  or recycled as appropriate.

 Minutes:  Planning Board, October 6, 2010; Solid Waste Management Committee, September 9, 2010.  Action:  filed.

 Old Business:


Haddock-Montgomery:   No word from Skip as yet.  Action:  Mary has emailed him.

Aleada Pinkham house :  letter to all bidders done and awaiting payment ~  Patricia Mains has until Nov 12th.

Town vs DEP: tabled from last meeting.  Skip will be down at the next meeting to discuss.  Action:  none.

Town Wood Lot:  on Mary’s list not completed yet ~ will be a while to get back to it.  Action:  noted.


Communications:  Per Misty they have corrected the issue found at the meeting here and are now looking into some further improvements to the system.  Misty will be in touch with us as they have more concrete information.  Shall we communicate anything back to her?  Action:  none needed at this time.

Boston Cane:  Mrs. Morgan:  Mary to call her son Peter.  Action:  noted.

Continuing items:
Tax bills were mailed on Tuesday the 26th with interest beginning on December 28th (because we are closed on the 24th).  Action:  none needed, Mary will contact Bill for days he wants to come down and will schedule appointments (1/2 hr increments).  Mary also has items for him to work on while here.
Personnel reviews for all Town employees need to be done. Tabled for future action.
Responses from holding tank owners:  none.

 New business:   

Questions on the Wharf Lease ~ Dolores.  Action:  tabled until she is here. 

Request from Westport Volunteer Fire Department Chief for Engine 2.  They are requesting the use of Engine 2 until they can procure a replacement truck for their current pumper.  The GVFD has also written a letter to the Board of Selectmen requesting that we give preference to the Town of Westport.  Action:  Bob reported that they transferred the radio from Engine 1 to Engine 3 yesterday.  The Selectmen present discussed the letters and Geoff would like some money for it but is not opposed to giving it to Westport.  Bill would just as soon give it to them as long as the Town of Georgetown is not liable for anything.  Was requested that Mary check to see if a valuation can be determined and it was tabled until full board is present.
Items for signature:  

Cemetery Deeds:  Replacements on Daniel Graham (166a for 256) and Edward and Sarah Cummings (256 for 318); due to labeling issues. New for Martha and Gerald MacVane lot 319; October 2010 and Christopher Arbuthnot lot 245; October 2010.

Certificate of Assessment (in duplicate).  Action:  all items signed.

Scheduled Appointments:  

8:05pm  Kate MacKay ~  moved from 9pm as meeting moving much quicker than expected..
Public comment:  Bob Trabona mentioned that we really should have heard something back from legal counsel on the Haddock/Montgomery appeal (oral arguments were heard October 8).  Mary has contacted Skips office already.
 Executive session:  under 1MRSA §.405.6a to discuss a personnel matter.  Action:  Selectmen went into executive session at 8:05 to discuss items with Kate MacKay, the Animal Control Officer, adjourning at 8:45.  Mary was instructed to check into a couple of items discussed and Kate was requested to follow up with Coastal Humane Society and to supply her kit as she found appropriate.  She will also forward a list to Mary of the dogs that she has picked up so that their owners may be sent a letter requesting the payment of a $15.00 fine for the first offense of dogs running at large as per the ordinance.
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary F. McDonald

Assistant to the Selectmen
