BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Wednesday, October 13, 2010 at 7 pm  

Geoff Birdsall called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with Dolores Pinette and Bill Plummer present.  

Others in attendance:  Bob Trabona and Rick Freeman.
Public comment:  none
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board):

Freedom of Access Act training  ~  added under new business

Snow Plow Contract  ~   added under new business

Shellfish issues  ~  added under new business

General Assistance application update ~ added under executive session

Public Hearing:  Adoption of 2010-11 General Assistance Appendices A-C:  Geoff called Public Hearing to order and the appendices were adopted.
Scheduled appointments: 

7:30pm:  David Kaler, running for State Senate to discuss any issues the Town has.  ~  cancelled, scheduling conflict; now on 
the 27th agenda.
7:45pm:  Jon Hentz to discuss deputy Shellfish Warden.  

8:15pm:  Bob Trabona to discuss a couple of CEO issues.

Minutes  Selectmen, after amending, approved minutes of the meeting of September 28, 2010.
Review and sign warrants; review updated building permit listing and property transfers. 


Action:  Selectmen reviewed and signed the warrants; reviewed the building permit list and one declaration.
Abatement Requests:  The Commissioners denied the Jones abatement.  The paperwork is in the works.

The Goodspeed abatement hearing is scheduled for October 26th at 1pm.  Action:  noted; Mary has list of comparables that she will help Pam Corrigan gather.  

Correspondence:  

  MeDEP workshop on Stormwater Management, November 30, 2010.  Action:  noted and forwarded to Dale.

  Me Property Tax Division:  Sales Analysis for completion.  Action:  Mary to complete for review.

  Me Property Tax Division:  Proposed 2011 State Valuation dropping from 526,450,000 to 517,300,000.  Action:  noted.

  MMA Worker’s Compensation Renewal Application for completion:  Action:  Mary to complete.

  MMA Worker’ Comp Dividend along with a check for $571.00 for a good loss experience.  Action:  noted.

  Note from Don Ludgin offering his assistance, if needed, for coverage.  Action:  noted with appreciation.

  Note from Pam Corrigan, Sagadahoc County Administrator, stating the Commissioners voted to establish a Board of 
Assessment Review (which Bill has offered to be on).  Action:  noted.

  Me State Planning Office indicating Right of Way and Shore/Harbor Technical Grant availability.  Action:  noted.

  News 8 (WMTW) regarding Storm Closures:  Action:  noted.

  Copy of note from Mary to Bath Savings regarding TAN.  Mary requesting approval from Selectmen to have ready for 
payment of Sagadahoc County Taxes.  Action:  approval given; loan request to BSI was between $600 and $700K 
depending on expected needs at a rate of 1.44%.  Mary expects (is hopeful) it to be closer to the $600K.

  Recycling report from Lincoln County Recycling for September 2010.  Action:  noted.

 Other Correspondence:  Article in the Times Record on Lisbon assessment problems; article in the Kennebec Journal on new building codes; Certificate of Liability for Harry Crooker.  Action:  filed or recycled as appropriate.

 Minutes:  Planning Board, Sept 15, 2010.  Action:  filed.

 Old Business:


Haddock-Montgomery:  Oral arguments were heard on October 8th.  No word from Skip as yet.  Action:  none.


Aleada Pinkham house :  4 bids received, to be opened, reviewed and awarded.  Action:  Bids were received from the


following:  Patricia Mains, $4000.; William F. Plummer IV, $3500.; Frank McDonald, Jr; $2000. and Nicole Mains; 

$1000.  The bids were reviewed and it was awarded to Patricia Mains.  Mary to write letter to inform her she has 30 


days (November 12th) to complete the sale.  Bill did not participate in the voting.


Town vs DEP: tabled from last meeting.  Any action needed?  Action:  Mary to request Skip to come down for Nov 9th.


Town Wood Lot:  on Mary’s list not completed yet ~ will be a while to get back to it.  Action:  noted.


Communications:  Any action needed after discussion with Sagadahoc on the 28th?  Action:  Bob reported that as far as 


he knows Misty and Brodie had not gotten back to the Fire Dept.  Mary will contact Misty and Brodie to inquire.


Boston Cane:  Mrs. Morgan:  Mary to call her son Peter.  Action:  noted.

Continuing items:
Tax bills~  Review of Assessment Report.  Action:  Selectmen will meet on the 21st at 5:30 to set the mil rate.

Personnel reviews for all Town employees need to be done.  Listing of personnel for review.  Action:  Tabled for now, Bill Van Tuinen added to the list.  Selectmen would like him to come down after the bills go out.

Responses from holding tank owners:  Ray Swain (07R-026).

 New business:   

Letter from Bill VanTuinen requesting the Town issue a memo to the Commissioners regarding tax appeal rules, procedures and guidelines.  Tabled from last meeting.  Action needed?  Action:  tabled for now, will await outcome of new Board of Assessment Review and determine if need to address then. 

ADDED ITEMS (3):

Freedom of Access Act:  people who haven’t need to take the training.  Those who have previously taken should recertify.  Action:  Mary to send out memo (and link) to School Committee and FAC as both are required to take.  She will send the link to the Selectmen.

Shellfish Letter:  there was a letter on the table from the Shellfish Warden and Chairman that had a cc to the Selectmen that is addressed to the CEO/LPI regarding notification of suspected or actual waste disposal failure.  Selectmen discussed and Bob (CEO/LPI) stated that anytime there is a citizen report of an issue it is checked with in 24 hours regardless of whether it effects the clam flats or not.  If there is no evidence of failure it is harder.  Bill reported that he had spoken to Chad and he thought that it wasn’t done and they wanted to formalize the process.  Jon Hentz said that the Shellfish Committee had approved the letter with a few changes and will submit to the Selectmen with a cover letter.  Action:  none.

Snowplowing contract:  The Selectmen would like copies and wanted to know what needs to be done.  Mary reported that she had gone over this with Dale a couple of weeks ago.  The contract requires details on insurances and registrations.  Mary will contact Dale to make sure he is all set so that he can get his first payment on the next warrant.  All of the Selectmen will be given copies of the signed agreement for their files.  Action:  Mary to follow up.

Items for signature:  

Memorandum of Understanding for the School Building for Geoff’s signature;  Certificate of Appointment for Rick Cliffe as alternate member of the Board of Appeals; Special Town Meeting Warrant (for school consolidation vote) to be posted by Don Cowing on the 18th.  Action:  all items signed.

Scheduled Appointments:  

7:45:  Jon Hentz regarding a Deputy Shellfish Warden:  All are in agreement that everyone needs a back up and for this position we would need to get someone trained and certified for coverage.  The hardest part is to find someone.  Jon stated that many years ago they looked for a back up and it was defeated in all towns due to monetary reasons.  The Shellfish Committee will put it in the next budget.  If they find someone in the meantime he will give them the tour and see what they think.  Geoff asked if Jon had anyone in the back of his mind and Jon said he has asked about 15 people and 2 of them thought it was a good idea but he has had no takers.  Dolores would like to run an ad in the paper and Bill would like to see someone in town take it.  This person would need to be certified by the state and for initial certification they would need to take a 3 day class in April (usually in Belfast).  It will be kept in mind for the next budget.

8:15:  Bob Trabona regarding CEO issues:  Bob reported in on the following issues: 

O’Leary property on Five Islands Road:  a driveway had been put in within 25 feet of the cemetery for timber harvesting; this driveway must be removed.  Bob is working with them to correct.

Myles property on Wood Island Lane (off Seguinland Rd):  cutting in the Shoreland Zone:  a neighbor cut a couple of trees in the Shoreland Zone and the owner was not aware that it was a problem.  It is within the Towns right to impose a fine as well as replanting and Geoff remembers the grief received for not imposing a stiff fine on the Bowman’s Landing property some years ago.  Bob feels that his was NOT a deliberate act in defiance of the ordinance.  He would like to work with the owner to replant.  The Selectmen agreed that if he cooperates with Bob on the replanting within the timeframe indicated by Bob that no fines would be imposed.  

Darling property on Snowman Lane:  The Darling’s are splitting up this property and selling a portion and the lawyer called Bob regarding the pier (s) on the property.  In 2004 there was a permit issued (and a PBR) for a new pier.  Upon completion the old existing pier was supposed to be removed, which was not done.  Bill will contact John and have him get in touch with Bob.  There was discussion about the right of way, which is the road, and further splitting of the property being a potential subdivision.  

Powers at the end of North End Road:  There is a new ramp at the waters edge that there is no permit for.  Requires a DEP (NRPA) and Town permit.  

Anonymous letter on Alvin’s property:  It was agreed that since the letter is not signed the Board will not act on it.  Part of the letter complains about a dog barking at all hours which will be passed on to Kate MacKay, ACO.  

Hoop garages:  if these are up consecutively for more than 7 months they are considered permanent structures and require a permit.  Selectmen consider them temporary structures.

Crosby property on Williams Rd:  Bob had issued a stop work order on one of the two camps that Angus had permits for thinking that the permit had expired.  He rescinded the stop work order and wrote Angus a note stating that the one he was currently working on is valid until June of 2011, but the other one is in question.  He will work out the details with Angus.  

Selectmen requested that any time mail like this goes out to please let them know in case they should get any calls on it.   

Public comment:  none
 Executive session:  under 1MRSA §.405.6a to discuss a personnel matter and under 405.6e to discuss a legal issue.  ADDED:  under 405.6f to discuss a GA issue.  Action:  Selectmen went into executive session at 9:05 to discuss the above items adjourning at 9:30 and instructing Mary to follow up on the issues.
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 9:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary F. McDonald

Assistant to the Selectmen
