BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Tuesday, September 28, 2010 at 7 pm  
Geoff Birdsall called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with Dolores Pinette and Bill Plummer present.  

Others in attendance:  Bob Trabona, Don Ludgin, Rick Cliffe

Public comment:  none
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board):

The School Committee presented ballot language for the November 2 referendum on Georgetown joining AOS 98 Rocky Channels.  The Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing on October 21, 2010 at 7:00 pm at the Georgetown School.
Scheduled appointments: 
7:20pm:  Rick Cliffe, to discuss becoming an alternate member of the Board of Appeals.

7:30pm:  Brodie Hinckley and Misty Greene, Sagadahoc County, and members of the Fire Dept. to discuss communications issues.  
9:15pm:  Larry Mann in executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  Action:  cancelled.
Minutes  Selectmen approved minutes of the meetings of September 14 and 19, 2010 as read.
Review and sign bills; review updated building permit listing and property transfers (warrants if ready).
Selectmen reviewed bills; and reviewed the building permit list and transfers.   Action: reviewed.
Supplemental Taxes:  Supplemental 2009-10 tax bills were mailed to Russell for trailer (03R-036-M) and Landry for log cabin (vs trailer) (11U-001).  Bill VanTuinen does not feel that Autumn View (11U-006) needs to be supplemented.  Action:  noted.

Abatement Requests:  Jones appeal hearing:  the decision is on the agenda for their meeting this afternoon.  All additional requested information was provided to the Commissioners along with a letter from Bill VanTuinen stating for the record that the Town objects to the making of inquiries or informational requests after the public hearing.  
The Goodspeed abatement hearing is scheduled for October 26th at 1pm.  Action:  noted.

Correspondence:  
MRRA Director’s Report.  Action:  noted.

Memo from MMA on voting credentials for the MMA annual business meeting on Tuesday Oct 12th.  Action:  noted.

None are attending except possibly Mary.

State of Maine Surplus Property Program informs us we have an expired application.
Midcoast Community Action:  2009 Head Start Annual Report. Action:  noted.
 Portland Radio Group requesting cancellation / closing information.  Action:  text alerts are given to Bob Trabona.
Commissioners’ Meeting Agenda for this afternoon; showing them discussing Communication issues as well as the decision on Jones and confirmation of Goodspeed hearing date.  Action:  noted.

Midcoast Regional Weatherization and Energy Efficiency Initiative is ready for meetings and wants a representative from 
Georgetown.  Mary met with Jason Bird, Programs and Services Coordinator, he suggested that the first thing the Town 
needs is an Energy Audit.  Action:  noted.

Local Health Officers meeting minutes for Sept 9, 2010. Action:  noted, Jane Whittaker attended.

 Other Correspondence:  none.
Appointment to Board of Appeals:  Selectmen approved the appointment of Rick Cliffe as an alternate member of the BOA.  His paperwork will be turned in and he will have to be sworn in by the Town Clerk.

 Minutes:  Board of Appeals, Aug 26 and Sept 15, 2010; Planning Board, August 18 and Sept 1, 2010.  Action:  filed
 Old Business:
Haddock-Montgomery:  word from legal counsel that oral arguments will be heard on the 8th of October @ 10:30am.
Aleada Pinkham house :  Ad was placed for Sept 23, 24 and 27th.  Bids are due by Friday Oct 8th..

Town vs DEP:  email from Skip in response to our inquiry regarding time frame.  Action:  filed.  Skip responded that there is no urgency at this time and is available to speak with the Selectmen.
Town Wood Lot:  on Mary’s list not completed yet ~ will be a while to get back to it.
Communications:  Misty Green and Brodie Hinckley are here to discuss updates..
Boston Cane:  Mrs. Morgan:  Mary to call her son Peter.

Classes for NIMS requirement.  The classes have been completed by the Selectmen (all except Geoffrey), their assistant and the Road Commissioner.  Misty has been updated with the information. Action:  filed.  Certificates noted.
Continuing items:
Tax bills: Bill Van Tuinen was in the office and has completed the field work and update of the records.  He would like to be here a week to ten days after the tax bills go out to field any questions.  Mary will set up 1/2 hour increments for him.  If no one shows there is other work he can do.  Action:  tabled.  Selectmen need to review changes.  
Personnel reviews for all Town employees need to be done.  Listing of personnel for review*.  Action:  done.
Responses from holding tank owners:  none
 New business:   
Ltr from Bill VanTuinen requesting that the Town issue a memo to the Commissioners requesting Tax Appeal Rules, 
Procedures and Guidelines.  Action:  tabled.
Assessment report for 2010-11 showing changes to be reviewed.  Action:  reviewed, and will review again when Mary returns. 

Special Town Meeting Warrant:  for the November 2 vote on the School.  Will be updated and ready for Selectmen signature on the 13th of October.  To be posted on the 18th, with Public Hearing on the 21st.  Action:  noted.
Flu Shot Clinic:  We are having a flu shot here at the Town Office on Tuesday October 26th from 10:30- 1:30.

7:30pm:  Brodie Hinckley and Misty Greene, Sagadahoc County, and members of the Fire Dept. to discuss communications issues.

In attendance:  Scott Brevard, Brodie Hinckley and Misty Greene, Sagadahoc County
Reed Fulton, Bill Farley, Ron Hayward, Larry Mann, Rosemary Hentz, Bob Trabona and Dave Knauber, Fire Department.
Misty informed the Selectmen and Fire Department that there is a Homeland Security Grant out in October from her office through FEMA.  The first priority in the grant will be communications issues.  She requested details from the last week and a half as to the communications issues encountered in Georgetown.  She stated that there are issues statewide because of the narrowband changeover.  Discussion centered on the antenna on the courthouse in Bath, the Phippsburg tower, and the Oak Hill tower.  Members of the fire department gave accounts of when they heard signals and when they heard only static.  Over the course of the discussion, and after the dispatcher did a test tone for Georgetown over the Phippsburg tower, that it was discovered that the law channel is working and the fire channel is not.  Because the dispatchers have been paging both sites, they didn’t realize that the Phippsburg tower is the problem.  This is probably not a coverage issue, but an outage issue.  The following were identified as issues:  the Phippsburg tower, the antenna on the courthouse, tower in Bath, and Richmond dispatches coming in clear but others not.  The dispatchers will use the Oak Hill tower until this is fixed, with back-up phone calls to Rosemary Hentz and Larry Mann.
The Selectmen thanked the Sagadahoc County Communications personnel for their attention to this public safety matter.
Items for signature:  
None  
Public comment:
The Selectmen wish Mary well, and hope that she returns soon.
 Executive session:  under 1MRSA §.405.6a   Selectmen entered Executive Session at 8:35 under MRSA §405.6F to discuss a general assistance issue; adjourning at 8:40pm with no follow up required.  
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 8:41 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kristin Malin, substitute for the Assistant to the Selectmen
