 BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Tuesday, September 14, 2010   
Geoff Birdsall called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm with Dolores Pinette and Bill Plummer present.  
Others in attendance:  Bob Trabona, John Jones and Rick Freeman; Jack Schneider came in for the DEP discussion.

Public comment:  none.

Other items added to agenda by majority vote:  Storage update from Bill  (this item reported as “Added” in section below).
Minutes of the meetings:  Selectmen approved minutes of the August 24th and September 7th meetings as read and amended the September 3rd, 2010 meetings prior to approval.
Review and sign bills; review updated building permits listing and transfers.  Selectmen reviewed and signed bills; and reviewed the building permit list and transfers.  Since the School and Town warrants were ready they were also reviewed and approved.  
Supplemental Taxes:  Bill VanTuinen provided assessment numbers on the Russell trailer (03R-036-M) and the Landry home (11U-001).  Still awaiting word on Autumn View Properties, LLC (11U-006).  Action:  Selectmen signed supplemental bills for 2009-2010 taxes.
Abatement Requests:  Still no word back yet from the Commissioners on the Jones appeal hearing, they were addressing at their meeting this afternoon.  The Goodspeed site walked is scheduled for Thursday, September 16th at 8am.  Action:  Mary to call Bill VanTuinen to see if he is coming on Thursday.
Correspondence:
Memorandum of Understanding between the Town and School regarding the use of the school building in a short term emergency basis.  Action:  This was reviewed and approved; Mary to return to Jim Peavey to forward on to other parties (Principal and Superintendant).  
  Request from the Fire Department asking the Selectmen to increase their approval (July 27th) of the costs of the shed roof over the furnace room from $1500 to $1913.  This will utilize all the money previously placed in the Five Islands Station reserve (this year Town Meeting appropriated an additional $8,000.).  The costs for the shed roof was $3575.00.  Action:  Selectmen authorized the additional $413 to be used from the Five Islands Station Capital Reserve and commented on the new doors and shed roof which look wonderful.
  Note from the Fire Department advising that engine 2 will be out of service soon and will need to go out for bid (or be donated to a department in need) and that Engine 1 will be going to the Five Islands Station, leaving Engine 3 in service at the Central Station.  They are awaiting hoses.  Action:  noted.
  NCCI with our Workers Compensation Experience Rating.  Action:  noted.
  Quote on prescription safety glasses for Jim Coombs from Bath Optics.  Action:  noted, this was approved by the SWC and have been ordered.  Other safety glasses can be picked up at Rogers or anyplace else.  

  MEMA stating that we should be getting the final (fed) money for the Severe Winter Storm (2/23-3/2/2010).  State 15% still open.  Action:  noted.
  Weatherization help available from Habitat for Humanity (already posted).  Action:  noted.
  University of Maine “2010 Maine Municipal Officials Survey for completion; their goal is to increase the relevance and response time of research to address the economic, social and environment issues facing the state.  Action:  Geoff took to review and complete.  
  Copies of letters to Senator Seth Goodall and Representative Bruce MacDonald from the Land For Maine’s Future Program about voting to allocate funds to support the Maine Dept of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife acquisition of a conservation easement on the Nature Conservancy land (formerly Wilson property; 160.5 acres Bay Point Rd.).  Action:  noted.  Mary also brought up that the Town has lost over a million dollars in valuation this year for two parcels placed in open space. 
  MMA Survey on assessed value of telecommunications personal property.  Action:  noted.  The Town does not tax personal property and Mary will respond.
 Also:  Maine Resource Recovery Assoc Workshop scheduled for September 27, already forwarded to Solid Waste Committee; August recycling numbers from Lincoln County;  Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement application for GE Capital; updated legal costs on Montgomery/Haddock ($58K); info on National Medication Collection take back program  scheduled for Sept 25 (already posted on board); info from the Maine Advisory Commission on Women Veterans getting the word out about the Veteran Services available (already posted on board).  Action:  none needed.
Final Waste Discharge License:  none
 Minutes:  Board of Appeals. Aug 4, 2010; Solid Waste Management Committee, August 19, 2010; Town Owned Property Management Board, July 28, 2010.  Action:  filed.
Old business:

Haddock-Montgomery:  Note from legal counsel regarding telephonic conference with Judge on Weds Sept 8.  Oral argument is scheduled for Oct 5 & 6 and hearing in late October.  Action:  none.

Aleada Pinkham house :  ad for placement ready for review.  Action:  ad in the legal ad section approved for placement; to be run for 3 days with bids due on October 8 to be opened and awarded at the meeting on WEDNESDAY (not Tuesday) October 13, 2010.


Town vs DEP:  follow up on decision (denial of our appeal) and next steps.  Action:  Discussion ensued among Board members and members of the Planning Board that were present.

Selectmen note that no one wants to pursue this and the term developed area needs to come out.  Planning Board agrees.  
John notes that in the Planning Boards mind they need to know how to fulfill the ruling.  Do we need to delete the definition of developed area?  When do we need to do it by? What is the timeline?  
All agree it needs to go to Town Meeting and then to DEP.  Geoff is not in favor of a Special Town Meeting and others agreed.
John noted that Skip said he would come down to go over it at no charge for the visit.  
Bill noted that the words “developed area” have no standing.

Another option is to have John call Skip to have him provide to us in writing how the Town should proceed in order to comply.

Bob noted that the 14 parcels being in resource protection were deleted from the Board of Environmental Protection (as the state had not notified the property owners as required by law) and that what went to court was the definition of developed area only. That the 14 parcels are and remain limited residential and that those parcel owners  were encouraged to get permits.  Rick confirmed the state has not yet notified the owners.  Bob thinks that to set a standard of good faith we should have the meeting sooner than June.  
Rick thinks that we should have a Special Town Meeting rather than wait as the Planning Board has changes to the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance for next June.  

John noted that they have changes to the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance for wording and the Building Permit and Shoreland Zoning for consistency.  

Rick also mentioned they have changes for the definition of steep slopes.

Dolores noted that if we have to have a Special Town Meeting for something else that this should be included; if not wait.  

Geoff again noted how he does not like Special Town Meetings.

John thinks this should be a Special Town Meeting.

Dolores recommends emailing Skip for a deadline to comply or if June is ok.
Action:  Selectmen requested that Mary email Skip to get a timeline to comply to the court order and inquire if it is as simple as eliminating the term “developed area”.  


Town Wood Lot:  on Mary’s list not completed yet ~ will be a while to get back to it.  Action: none.

Communications:  Misty Green and Brodie Hinckley will attend the next Selectmen meeting at 7:30 to update us.  Note 


has been sent to Larry requesting presence of member of the GVFD Board.  Action:  noted.  Bill inquired with Bob 


if communications  were straightened out and Bob stated that he could not answer that as he isn’t qualified to and 


everywhere is different.

Boston Cane:  Mrs. Morgan.  Mary to call her son Peter.  Action: none, on the list.


Classes for NIMS requirement:  Class for IS 100 is scheduled for here on Sunday the 19 from 4-8pm.  Action:  none.
Other old business:  
  Added:  Storage issue:  Bill has talked with a couple of member of the GHS Board and there may be an opportunity there for storage.  Bob mentioned that the basement is used for boatbuilding and that below the archive area is an open area.  Bill will attend the next GHS Board meeting in December and inquire further. 
Continuing items:  Tax bills~  Bill Van Tuinen was in the office last Thursday and spent the day working on the tax rolls.  He took quite a few cards with him and intends to be back at the end of the week.  Need a plan of action for when tax bills are mailed.  Action:  Mary to check with Bill to see his availability and how he wants to handle.

Personnel reviews for all Town employees need to be done.  Action:  Mary to start getting packet together - get listing of employees to be done (Asst. to Selectmen, CEO, Shellfish, Fire Chief, Harbormaster, etc).  

     Responses from holding tank owners:  Georgetown Community Center August 9 & 13, 2010.

New business:  none
Other housekeeping items:  

Jon Hentz informs Mary that he is looking for a replacement, he has heard lots of comments about it and will share those 
and report back in to the Selectmen when he comes in next month.  Action:  It was again discussed that the purpose here 
is not to replace Jon as the Shellfish Warden but for him to have an opportunity to bring someone in and train them on 
our flats to get to know our diggers and their ways; solely to make a smooth transition in the future.  Mary noted that she 
has explained this to Jon and also spoke at length to Chad.  

Dale has reported that the Five Islands, North End and Oak Roads will be paved  the week of September 13.  West 
Georgetown Road may not be ready for paving this year, but the work will be done to pave in the spring.  Action: noted.
Added:  Bill inquired when the audit was ~  it is usually the first or second week of September but the auditor had a couple of jobs he needed to tie up so asked to reschedule to the first week of October.  They will be here on Monday and Tuesday October 4th and 5th.  Bill also requested a copy of last years audit report which Mary will get for him.  
Items for Signature:
Letter for John Teller, although still a member of the Harbor Committee, thanking him for his many years of service as the Chair.

Letter to Jon Hentz, Shellfish Warden, in response to his letter to the Selectmen regarding DMR’s Standard Operating Procedures.  

Deed for Mountainside Cemetery for Lot 244, sold to Stephen Arbuthnot, September 2010.  Action:  all items signed.
Scheduled Appointments
7:30pm  Willy Plummer was in to discuss becoming a member of the Shellfish Conservation Committee.  After a brief discussion, he was appointed as a full member (expiring 2013) to the Committee by Geoff and Dolores.  Bill did not participate in voting.
Public comment:  none.
Executive session:  Selectmen went into executive session at 8:20 under MRSA §405.6F to discuss a general assistance issue; adjourning at 8:30pm with no follow up required.  
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary F McDonald
Assistant to the Selectmen
Reminder:  the 1st meeting in October will be on Weds the 13th not Tues the 12th !!!!
