BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Tuesday, March 22, 2011 at 7 pm   
Geoff Birdsall called the meeting to order at 7 pm with Dolores Pinette and Bill Plummer present.
Others in attendance:  Bob Trabona and Rick Freeman.
Public comment: none
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board): 
Added:  Harbor Committee Ordinance with change for Town Meeting (other items).

 Rescheduling of Communications update (old business).


 Question on McAleenan property acreage (04U-017) from Savings Bank of Maine (other items).


 Question on Bowles buildings (03R-007-13) (other items).


 John Wood to discuss Stevenson lot (03R-033) (other items).

 Town Clerk / Tax Collector position from elected to appointed (new business).


 Insurance on the dock (old business).

Scheduled appointments:   7:30:  Bernie and Sandy Goodman to discuss their property on corner of Oak and Five Islands Rd (11U-024-A).
Minutes:  Selectmen approved minutes for the meeting of March 08, 2011.
Review bills, deeds and declarations and updated building permit listing.  Action:  Selectmen reviewed.
Abatement Requests:  Old items:
Giray, Cem and Yonca (03R-007-14), land value, review again for view factor.  Action:  Selectmen looked at this again in response to a concern from Mary; Bill Plummer will go take a look at the property and report back at the next meeting.  Mary will send letter to owner.
Copy of letter from Dr. Samson to Bill VanTuinen in response to Bill’s letter requesting additional information.  Action:  none, will await word from assessor.  
New Requests:  none.
Correspondence:  

  Me Dept of Economic and Community Development:  Communities for Maine’s Future Bond Program Proposed Rules.

  MMA:  the Workers’ Compensation audit results and a bill for the adjustment ($383).

  MMA:  2011 Elected Officials Workshop; various times and locations.

  MMA:  The Roles of Elected Officials & Municipal Managers workshop on Weds April 6 in Union.

  ME DHHS:  General Assistance Reimbursement threshold for FY 2012.

  ME Revenue Service with Ratio Declaration (91%) and homestead reimbursement application.  (numbers will be gathered 
on April 1)  Action:  will get numbers from Cathy for new/ deleted homestead exemptions and review. 
  ME CDC:  hosting meetings for the Midcoast Local Health Officers.  Already forwarded to Jane Whittaker and Jim Peavey.

  ME CDC:  Public Health Update for March 17th; District Coordinating Council Update for March 14th; Midcoast District 
Public Health Improvement Plan for 2011-2013; Information and Resources on Bed Bugs.

  ME EMA:  we may get the state share of the February 2010 storm ($3693).

  ME DOT:  Work Zone traffic Control workshop; various locations.

  ME DOT:  2010 Inspection Report for the culvert on Williams Road.

  Maine Coast Heritage Trust:  Maine Land Conservation Conference 2011 on April 29th and 30th.

  Lincoln Academy Newsletter for Spring 2011.

  Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority:  Directors Report and calendar of meetings through Sept 2011.

  Maine Resource Recovery Association:  18th annual Recycling and Solid Waste Conf in April.  Already forwarded to SWC.

  Sagadahoc County Local Health Officers:  meeting minutes of March 3, 2011.

  Cross Insurance:  bonding of Town Clerk and Treasurer for next year.  Amount?  Action:  tabled for future meeting.

Action:  unless otherwise noted, all items posted, forwarded, filed  or recycled as appropriate.
 Other Correspondence:  Info on Medication Collection on Saturday April 30 from 10-2, various locations.  Financials 
for February.  Action:  noted.
 Minutes:  Finance Advisory Committee, Jan 18th; Board of Appeals, Feb 15th; Harbor Committee, Mar 10th.  Action:  
noted.
 Old Business:


Haddock-Montgomery: Mary spoke with legal counsel.  Are awaiting Justice Horton’s decision. 

Aleada Pinkham house: no word yet from Pinkham attorney.  Ronnie Pinkham was in and asked when the tax bill was 


going to be done and Mary explained that we requested information from their lawyer and what we had requested.  


He said he has already started fixing it up.  Action:  Bill made a motion that all costs associated with the house be 


billed, Dolores seconded.  Discussion ensued regarding the three year rule, no vote as taken.  Mary will contact 


MMA.  

Storage of documents at GHS:  Mary working on.  Action:  Mary asked for someone else to take this.  Bill will review 


and report back to the board.

Update on Communications:  Misty Green and Brodie Hinckley will be down on April 12th to discuss with us.  Action:  


ADDED:  this has now been changed to May 10th.  Mary will notify all parties.

Computer /networking/wiring:  Jeff Mann will be down this week to check things out.  Action:  Bill made motion to 


have wiring done, Dolores seconded.  This will be taken from the repairs / maint line in this years budget. All in 


favor.  Mary will contact Jeff.

TOPMB past due user fee:  Mike Stevens was supposed to pay his $220 balance by Friday March 18.  $100 was paid on 


Monday with the hope of paying the balance of $120. within the next month.  How do you want to handle?  Action:  

Selectmen discussed and will send him a note to pay within 30 days.
. 
ADDED:  Bill wanted to know if we had heard anything back from Cross Insurance regarding the policy for the dock.  


Action:  Mary did send a note to Greg and will follow up with him.  
 Continuing items:
Responses from holding tank owners:  none.
   Personnel reviews:  Selectmen completed tonight.  Request for input from the Solid Waste Committee not received yet.  Action:  await SWC information and complete.  
 New business:  
ADDED:

  Dolores made a motion to put an article on the warrant this year changing the position of Tax Collector and Town Clerk from an elected position to appointed.  Action:  The motion was seconded by Bill and passed.  Mary was requested to have the FAC work out some numbers of a hourly rate with no fees being paid.  
Other items / updates:  

Question from Lon Povich regarding combining his adjacent lots.  Mr. Povich called in regarding combining the two parcels he recently purchased.  Action:  36 MRSA §701A states this cannot be done unless the parcels are 5 acres each.  Mary will check the statute.
Question from John Wood regarding Stevenson lot (03R-033).  Action:  Since John was around he came in person to discuss the Stevenson lot with the Selectmen.  He had looked at this property for the Selectmen over 20 years ago.  It was appraised in 2009 for $98K, but there is no access to the lot.  There is legal access over Farrow’s land but no one is clear as to where exactly the right of way is.  John thinks the abutters would get together and make a fair offer to the town.  Selectmen would like Mary to go back to appraiser and have them relook at it based on no access.  (The ADDED part is that John was here to talk with the Selectmen rather than Mary posing the question for him).
Update on Smart Meters -- our will begin being installed around June.  Should we have an informational session for residents?  Action:  Mary will contact them to set up an informational meeting for residents.  
Quote on the building repairs / painting.  Action:  Bid for $3200 to repair and paint windows and trim and repair entryway inside and out.  Bill made motion to accept bid and to take money from the repair/maint of the town office reserve fund, Dolores seconded.  Geoff is opposed and would rather take it to town meeting.  Motion passed 2-1.  Mary will have work started.
ADDED:
Harbor Committee with ordinance change for Town Meeting - changing non resident and rental mooring fees from $20 to 
$40.  Dolores made motion to place on warrant for Town Meeting, Geoff seconded.  Bill is opposed to the increase.

Question on acreage of  McAleenan property (04U-017).  Savings Bank of Maine called inquiring about the acreage on this 
parcel.  We have for 1.71 and deed (and tax map) show 8.39.  Action:  Selectmen reviewed the deed and requested that 
Bill VanTuinen redo the calculation on the land when he is here and we will supplement the taxes. 
Question on Bowles property (03R-007-13).  Mary questioned whether or not the building on this property are complete as 
the 
valuation report indicates they are not but the permit is old.  Action:  Mary to flag for Bill VanTuinen to look at for 
next year.
Items for signature:  
Quitclaim deeds for Cunningham Family House and Land Trusts (03R-002 and 002-A) for 2008-09 tax liens recently paid.

Quitclaim deed for Clare M. Johnson and Julie Knight (04R 020-A), for 2007-08 and 08-09 tax liens recently paid.


Action:  Items signed.
Scheduled Appointments:  
Sandy and Bernie Goodman came in to discuss their property at the corner of Five Islands and Oak Road (11U-024-A).  The issue is the culvert under Five Islands Road from the cemetery to corner lot.  The work was done several years ago and it has always been a small creek.  The amount of water flowing into it has increased greatly and what used to be a well contained stream is now eroding soil and undermining the tree roots.  It has gotten much wider and deeper, and is at least twice as wide as when first dug.  Discussion ensued noting that Dale does know about the issue and has plans to correct it.  Since Dale could not be at this meeting we need to find out his plans.  It will require an easement to go across their land and their needs to be an engineering plan of some sort.  Bernie stated that an easement should not be a problem if it is to do it properly.  It is 400 feet to their driveway.  It was questioned what an easement would mean.  John Wood, who was here on a separate issue, said that in this case it would mean is them giving the town the right to cross and use the land.  The Selectmen will contact Dale to determine his plans and for a price on the job.  
Public comment:  Bob Trabona mentioned that he is forwarding changes to the Holding Tank Ordinance for placement on the Town Meeting warrant.

There was discussion regarding the School Committee meeting.  Bob reported that today wound up being a workshop, as Kristin and Connie were both absent.  Dolores feels a cost analysis needs to be done on the school.  Bill thinks it will take care of itself and in the end this will be a retirement community.   

 Executive session:  Selectmen went into executive session under 1MRSA§405.6a at 9:20pm to complete a personnel review and under 1MRSA §405.6f for a general assistance update.  They emerged from executive session at 9:35pm, with no action necessary.
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 9:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary F. McDonald

Assistant to the Selectmen
