BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Thursday, January 27, 2011 at 9:30 am  
Dolores Pinette called the meeting to order at 9:35 am Bill Plummer present.  Geoffrey Birdsall was in training at work.
Others in attendance:  Rick Freeman and Bob Gravino.
Scheduled Appointments:  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the process and timeline for tax work with the assessor, William VanTuinen.
The Selectmen requested that Mr. VanTuinen provide the Town with the information required to have the tax bills mailed between September 1 and 15th.  This will, hopefully, eliminate the need for the Town to borrow money and pay the interest.  He will make every effort to have his work completed 

The Selectmen asked Mr. VanTuinen what the Town can do to help this process.  The following items were discussed:

1)  The Town keeps extensive building permit files with all supporting documents which he can utilize, thus reducing his field work.

2)  Computers are an issue, he must download the data from one to his laptop and then take it to the other room to work on it (and no one can change any real estate data while he is working on it).  Running a network cable from the server to the conference room would enable him to work on the live data.

3)  GIS (geographic information system) has a great deal of good information.  Bill would like to see new zoning maps with GIS  software, as he feels it is the best tool for questions and allows you to put layers on and off (SZ maps, state maps etc).  Paul Hoffman from Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association produced the SZ Maps and Bill Van Tuinen will contact him directly.  Bill stated that before the new SZ maps ours were a mess.  There are vast areas of Georgetown  that have been designated as Resource Protection (RP) that are developed parcels, so it was not possible to pay that much attention to  the RP Zoning as the maps did not help.  With good maps it will show the features that cause those areas to be RP and he can look at them and can tell that they do not have the same rights/purposes.  It is not a bad idea for him to look at the maps and inventory the properties in RP and make sure areas that are affected in valuation is reflected in their taxes.  A property that is tightly controlled/restricted should not be treated as ordinary property.  Bill Plummer mentioned that somehow Bill Van Tuinen has to look at them and code them that way.  The ideal would be to have these values changed by next year.  Bill Van Tuinen thinks it can be done.  It will be put on the agenda for a future Selectmen meeting.
Rick Freeman asked Bill VanTuinen if he was suggesting getting GIS software.  Bill’s responded that his son got Phippsburg up and running and Trio did some updates that allowed the importation of digital photos and also integrated a sketch program.  In Phippsburg it takes the place of the property record card.  It is something that Georgetown may want to think of for the future.  

Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 9:59 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary F. McDonald

Assistant to the Selectmen
