GEORGETOWN SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes: September 9, 2010

PRESENT: 

Karren Cowing, Ole Jaeger, David Polito, Sharon Trabona, Bill Plummer, Selectman representative, and Jim Coombs, Transfer Station Attendant. 

MINUTES: 
The August 19, 2010 minutes were reviewed. Ole Jaeger moved and Sharon Trabona seconded approval of the minutes as written. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

FISCAL:

The City of Bath bill for tipping was $7881.15 and Roger’s hauling fee was $2040.50 for the month of August. The operating cost for July was $18,068.30.  Georgetown received the DEP licensing fee bill for $127. 

Jim Coombs had additional keys made for the Transfer Station (TS) for employees. The Committee approved reimbursement of the costs. Jim got an estimate for purchase of prescription safety glasses of $178 ($90 for lenses and frames $88). Dave Polito moved and Sharon seconded approval of Jim purchasing safety glasses. The motion was unanimously approved. The Committee also recommended and approved all employees having regular safety glasses. 

The Committee reviewed the waste and recycling reports.  In July there was 45 tons and in August 51 tons of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW). The bulky waste was 19 tons for July and 25 tons for August.

OPERATIONS: 

Jim gave his report. Metals were picked up. Jim had difficulty getting a pick up of Universal Waste (UW) from URT so he contacted e-waste. This company was willing to do a pick up on Tuesday, September 14th. Jim said the UW shed is full. 

Jim contacted Lincoln County Recycling (LCR) about expanding collection of plastics other than #2s. Mike from LCR is willing to visit the TS and see about the feasibility of adding Georgetown to the communities experimenting with the additional plastics. At this time Georgetown would need to provide a separate container for the non-#2 plastics. Dave and Ole volunteered to meet with Mike to review the possibility of Georgetown recycling these additional plastics.  Jim is on vacation for the next 3 open TS days. 

Jim told the Committee that the next Hazardous Household Waste (HHW) Collection will be held on Saturday, October 9th 9:00-1:00 in Brunswick. Karren will consider volunteering to be the community representative, if she can.  The Committee will publicize the collection on the town marquees and on the website. Dave suggested asking the school to put it in the newsletter. Ole will check with the school secretary and Sharon will take responsibility for copying the flyer and getting it to the school for distribution on September 17th. 

Larry Mullins is doing very well in his position. As the TS enters the off-season, hours for employees are being reduced. The current schedule is for Larry to work Saturdays and Mark Sundays; and they will alternate Wednesdays.  

Jim had his employee review. 

Ole contacted the State regarding acceptance of Freon appliances. He received information stating the storage requirements of these appliances while waiting for collection.  The Committee was still not sure whether storing refrigerators with Freon is acceptable. The Committee will follow up on this. Dave stated that it could be a mistake to accept refrigerators because it will encourage more refrigerators to be left at the TS. Ole said this would be a solution only for those items that might “sneak in”. Dave suggested having a line item in the budget to cover the cost of removal of these items.  Dave said the dehumidifiers are the bigger culprits because they are smaller and less noticeable than refrigerators.

OTHER:

Sharon suggested that all minutes have a statement reminding residents to recycle more. Sharon moved and Dave seconded that a recycling reminder be present in all minutes.  Suggestions for wording included: reuse, and reduce, recycle. Remember recycling and discarding less saves tax dollars. 

Ole completed the 2009 Annual Solid Waste Management Report for DEP-licensed transfer stations.  

NEXT MEETING:

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, October 8, 2010 at 7:00 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Karren Cowing

Cc: Solid Waste Management Committee members, Selectmen, Town Office
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