PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF GEORGETOWN, MAINE
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER, 15th, 2010
 
 
Present: 
Chairman: John Jones
Members: Bud Grant, Rick Freeman, Stuart Carlisle, Jason C. Lang
Alternates: Jack Schneider, Tom McCandless
Excused: None
Also present: Bob Trabona CEO, Geoff Birdsall, Selectman's Representative
 
Public in attendance: James A. Lewis
  
MEETING: Chairman John Jones calls the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
Minutes: Chairman John Jones started the discussion on the minutes from August 18th, 2010 and September 1st, 2010 by reminding the Board that only the members present at the August 18th meeting could vote on the minutes. Chairman John Jones appointed alternates Jack Schnieder and Tom McCandless as voting members for the August 18th minutes. Stuart Carlisle moved to accept the minutes of the August 18, 2010 meeting; this was seconded by Tom McCandless. Jack Schneider, Stuart Carlisle, Tom McCandless, and Jason Lang voted yes to accept the minutes. Chairman John Jones, Bud Grant, and Rick Freeman all abstained from the vote. 
Chairman John Jones then reappointed Bud Grant, Rick Freeman and himself as voting members for the September 1st minutes and asked for a motion regarding the September 1st minutes. Stuart Carlisle moved to accept the minutes; this was seconded by Bud Grant. Rick Freeman opened a discussion about changes he wanted to make, to more accurately reflect his position as it related to the denial of Carolyn Perry's building permit from the August 4th, 2010 letter. Rick Freeman then handed out a document to the members of the Board (Proposed amendments to the draft minutes of 9/1 meeting). Rick Freeman then moved to Amend as presented items 1-4 on this hand out, this was seconded by Stuart Carlisle. Rick Freeman continued the discussion. Bud Grant suggested that the Discussion on the Minutes of September 1st be tabled as he noted this may need more debate from the members and allow the Board to take action regarding the building permit on the agenda. Chairman John Jones tabled the discussion on the minutes at around 7:25 pm. The Board then reviewed the pending building permit. Application discussion covered below. 
At around 7:40 pm the Chairman John Jones brought the minutes of September 1st back for more debate from the members. Rick Freeman continued his plea to have the proposed amendments added to the official minutes. Chairman John Jones told the board his concerns about trying to make the minutes too precise. Chairman John Jones continues by telling the board that the minutes are to be an over view of the meeting and that if the public had concerns and wanted or needed to know they would need to listen to the tapes of the meeting. Rick Freeman continues his strong objections and again stated he would like to have the proposed amendments added to the minutes. Tom McCandless asked Rick Freeman if he had gone back and listened to the tapes from September 1st. Rick Freeman stated he had not gone back and listened to the tapes,. Jason Lang stated that he felt that the minutes had reflected the essence of Rick Freeman's concerns and felt he had reflected Rick Freeman strong opposition the board's decision as it related to the denial of Mrs. Perry's permit. Chairman John Jones stated that it was time for the discussion to end and move to vote on the motion on the table. Stuart Carlisle moved to accept the Amendment to the minutes that Rick Freeman had proposed, seconded by Bud Grant. Rick Freeman voted yes. Chairman John Jones, Bud Grant, Stuart Carlisle and Jason Lang vote no. The board voted 4-1 and denied the proposed amendment to the minutes. Stuart Carlisle then moved to accept he minutes of September 1st meeting as is, This was seconded by Bud Grant. Chairman John Jones, Bud Grant, Stuart Carlisle and Jason Lang vote yes. Rick Freeman voted no. The board voted 4-1 to accept the minutes as printed. 
 
Applications:
 1. Jeffrey Peacock submitted an application for map number (05R-lot 34) for a new, conforming second principal structure, not in the shore land zone, at 259 Marrtown Rd. James A. Lewis was representing Mr. Peacock. James Lewis explained to the board that the structure will be 19Hx22Wx42L the first floor will be a garage and the second floor will be the living quarters. Mr. Lewis had made a change on the permit to reflect the actual height of the structure on the permit application. Rick Freeman and Chairman John Jones both had concerns about the primary access to the structure. Mr. Lewis told the board that Mr. Peacock had been given permission to use Rotunda Hill Rd. lot 9 as driveway access. Chairman John Jones asked Mr. Lewis about the septic design being for a 3 bedroom home and the permit was for a 2 bedroom home. Mr. Lewis stated this was just to build the septic system better then what was need. Chairman John Jones also pointed out that the permit showed the lot was listed as 6 acres and the septic design has it as 5.03 acres. Chairman John Jones stated for future applications the board should make certain all measurements match. After a short discussion Bud Grant moved that the application was complete, this was seconded by Stuart Carlisle. The board all voted yes. Bud Grant moved that the board grant the permit, this was also seconded by Stuart Carlisle. The vote of the board was unanimously granting permit number (10-16). 
 
Old Business: Chairman John Jones opens a discussion about items A-F on the agenda for the board meeting. 
A. Chairman John Jones gave the board an overview of the selectman meeting he had attended on Tuesday September 14th, 2010. Chairman John Jones informed the board that the meeting with Town attorney Skip Stinson which members had planned on would not be happening. Chairman John Jones continues the discussion by telling the board that Mary McDonald would be contacting Mr. Stinson by E-mail, to inquire about the time the Town has for acting on the DEP ruling for removing the definition of a “Developed Area”. Chairman John Jones told the board that Selectman wanted to wait until the regular Town meeting in June and not have a special Town meeting to deal with the DEP ruling. Both Chairman John Jones and Rick Freeman stated they thought there should be a special Town meeting so there was not too much lumped into one Town meeting. Bud Grant continued the discussion and stated the board should move on from this and remove it from the agenda in the future.

Rick Freeman handed out a memorandum labeled Amending the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. Chairman John Jones then started a discussion with the CEO asking if the CEO had a draft SLZ ordinance with all changes to date. Chairman John Jones continued by asking if the board should come up with a list of changes for the CEO to draft a revision. Chairman John Jones asked the board to review the memorandum that Rick Freeman provided to the board and come up with a list for the CEO the review.

 
Bud Grant moved that items C. ( Planning Board Bylaws ) and D. (Planning Board Ordinance) should be tabled until a future date and not be on the agenda, This was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  The CEO recommended that the Board at least make a decision on the two items. The board voted unanimously to table the items till a future date. Chairman John Jones asked that items C. and D. be removed from the agenda of future meetings.

 
Chairman John Jones opened a discussion about item B. (Building Permit Ordinance revision). Stuart Carlisle suggested that the Board should talk to the Selectman and push for a special Town Meeting.  Stuart Carlisle continued by suggesting the Board come up with a list of what is most vital to get done. Rick Freeman started a discussion reminding the board about adding General Development District maps to the agenda that he had brought up at last regular meeting on September 1st. Chairman John Jones adds this to the agenda list revising the list A-G. 
Chairman John Jones suggested item A ( DEP decision) is to be removed from agenda and it is in the Selectman's hands at this point.
 
Item B. ( Building Permit Ordinance revision) will be started at the next regular meeting in hopes of having something done by the end of November.
 
Chairman John Jones restated the vote to table item C. (Planning Board Bylaws) and item D. (Planning Board Ordinance) are to be removed from the agenda until a future time.
 
Item E. (Steep Slopes) Chairman John Jones stated he had spoke with Chuck Frohmiller about the Steep Slopes ordinance and thought the Board should revise the ordinance to allow a landowner to appeal the map claiming their property is in Steep Slopes. Chairman John Jones suggested the board have something by the end of November. Stuart Carlisle suggested that the board may need some special Planning Board meetings to get these items done by the end of November. Bud Grant stated he was concerned about having special Planning Board meetings if the Selectman did not want to have a special Town Meeting.

Item F. (Holding Tank Ordinance) Chairman John Jones asked the CEO if the HTO was something the Board could deal with at this meeting of the board. The CEO stated that the Board should be able to in just a few minutes. The CEO continued by passing out a copy of the revised Holding Tank Ordinance. The CEO had removed new construction and added a first time system located within the shoreland zone.

 Also added was 7.A. Ensure the holding tank is pumped at least once a year, providing the system has been used and B. The owner or agent for the owner of the holding tank shall retain for a period of three years the copies of the pumping records, water use records (if required) and the current agreement between the owner and the tank pumper. A copy of these records must be made available to the plumbing inspector upon request. Additionally, a copy of the record of each pumping shall be sent to the Town Office. Also the old heading A. has been changed to C and the old heading B. was changed to D.

Tom McCandless asked the CEO about sending in a copy for the Town records and who is the person that oversees them. CEO told stated that this is already being done and that at this time Mary McDonald takes care of the records.

Chairman John Jones moved to accept the revised Holding Tank Ordinance; this was seconded by Rick Freeman. The board voted unanimously to accept the revised ordinance.
 
Rick Freeman reminded the Board about a meeting with Rich Rothe about a presentation regarding services that he might provide the board. Chairman John Jones stated that the board should look into what Mr. Rothe could provide the board. Tom McCandless agreed to make the initial contact.
 
Item G. ( General Development District maps ) Chairman John Jones and Rick Freeman agreed that the board will have something done by the end of January. 
 
New Business:
The CEO started a discussion about minimum road frontage per lot. CEO relayed a conversation he had with a land owner about splitting a lot they had and asked about minimum road frontage. CEO informed the land owner there was no minimum road frontage ordinance in Georgetown. CEO stated he wanted the Board to look into this for future issues. Rick Freeman asked if there was any harm to landowners if the Board does not act on the road frontage issue. With the Board not finding any harm Chairman John Jones suggests placing this with item C and D on the agenda in the future.
 Bud Grant moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:58pm.
 The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm. Other meetings are announced and scheduled as circumstances require. Members of the public are welcome. The next regular meeting of the board will be Wednesday October 6th, 2010 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Transcribed and submitted by, 
Jason C. Lang secretary
