MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 1st, 2010
 
 
Present:
 
Chairman: John Jones
Members: Bud Grant, Rick Freeman, Stuart Carlisle, Jason C. Lang
Alternates: Jack Schneider 
Excused: Tom McCandless
Also present: Bob Trabona CEO, Bill Plummer, Selectman’s representative
 
Public in attendance: Jay Higle
 
 
MEETING:
 
Chairman John Jones called the meeting to order at 6:58pm. 
 
Minutes:
Rick Freeman opened a Discussion not to accept the minutes from the August 18th, 2010 citing spelling and grammar mistakes made by the secretary. Stating that such mistakes may embarrass the Planning Board and seem unprofessional. Bud Grant spoke up and stated that the objection by Rick Freeman may be a bit harsh and pointed out that we are volunteers not professionals. Jason Lang told the Board that he didn’t mind the insight and would work to better the minutes. Chairman John Jones suggests the Board wait till the September 15th, 2010 meeting to approve the minutes of the August 18th, 2010 meeting. Chairman John Jones noted that he had sent an email to all Board members describing that only the members present at the august 18th meeting or had listened to the tape recording of the meeting would be eligible to vote on the draft minutes. Chairman John Jones asked if anyone had listened to the tape. Chairman John Jones, Bud Grant and Rick Freeman indicated they had not. Rick Freeman opens a discussion about Carolyn Perry's (who had applied for a permit on August 4th, 2010) denial of a building permit. Rick Freeman stated he believed the permit was denied using the SZO (16d) and not the BPO as stated in a letter that Chairman John Jones had sent to Carolyn Perry. Chairman John Jones disagrees with Rick Freeman and states his belief that it was BPO (section 2) that was the reason for denial and not only SZO (16d). Chairman John Jones continues the discussion and told the Board he had sent a letter out to Ms. Perry advising her of the PB's decision with a copy to the BOA ( Board of Appeals) and that if they need more information to let him know. The BOA had responded and asked if both boards could work together on this issue. Rick Freeman continued the discussion by reading from the BPO (section 2), and states again he thinks it is under SZO (16d) the denial was made. Chairman John Jones stated that the issue is going to the BOA so it is a moot point. Rick Freeman again asks if the reason the permit was denied is SZO (16d). Bud Grant spoke and stated that he recalled the Board denied the permit citing the shed would be less than the 50ft set back needed to approve the permit. Rick Freeman asked the Board to vote if his view or Chairman John Jones view of the denial was correct. Bud Grant moved that the letter had been sent and dealt with the denial of a building permit for Carolyn Perry; this was seconded by Stuart Carlisle. The Board voted four yes votes, one against. Rick Freeman asked that the record show his strong disapproval of this motion passing. Stuart Carlisle wants to clarify for the record how the Board came to the denial of the permit; Bud Grant again states that the permit did not comply with the road set back requirements of 50ft from the center line BPO (9.a.1). Rick Freeman continues his strong opposition to this view held by the majority of the Board. CEO suggested that the SZO may need to be revised to say that a land owner needs to comply with all BPO procedures to have a complete permit. 
Public Comment:
 
Chairman John Jones asks Jay Higle if he has any public comments for the Board. Jay Higle states he is from Melrose, New York and has recently moved to Georgetown, and owns a cottage at 7 Pinkham Road. He is looking to build a deck on his cottage and was looking for advice and suggestions about the procedures for getting a building permit. Chairman John Jones explains about the Town's web site and introduces Mr. Higle to CEO Bob Trabona. Mr Higle thanks the Board for their time. 
 
Applications: None
 
 
Old Business:
 
Chairman John Jones opens a discussion about an e-mail he had sent out to the Board regarding the DEP appeal and attorney Skip Stinson. Stating the Board did not want to keep spending taxpayers' money on the appeal. Chairman John Jones continued telling the Board that Mr. Stinson had agreed to meet with the Board free of charge to decide what the next course of action could or should be. Chairman John Jones suggests that the Board should have one meeting with the Board of Selectman and Mr. Stinson at the same time. Chairman John Jones asks Bill Plummer what the town should do, revise the definition in the SZO, take no steps , or bring the issue to a special Town meeting. Bill Plummer stated the Selectman would set up a meeting for September 14th, 2010 with Mr. Stinson and the Planning Board to decide how to comply with the court ruling. Chairman John Jones suggests the Board wait until after the September 14, 2010 meeting with the Selectman and Mr. Stinson to decide on the SZO and BPO revisions so they can be handled all at the same time. Stuart Carlisle stated he would also like to wait till after the meeting with Mr. Stinson, as does Bud Grant. Bud Grant starts a discussion about the involvement of the BOA in the drafting of the BPO revisions. Bud Grant stated it is the Planning Board's responsibility to draft and pass building ordinances and the BOA's responsibility to decide if the Boards denial was right or wrong, and not to write or ordinances. CEO suggests that the BOA should limit its recommendations to things that pertain to the denials at hand and not suggest changes to the overall BPO, SZO. CEO Bob Trabona started a discussion about the BPO draft revision. CEO suggests that the Board remove 4(a) wording (temporary enclosure for the repair or maintenance of boats, equipment, or machinery) and place it into the section 5 (Exceptions). Rick Freeman moved to remove the phrase from section 4(a) and place it into section 5 of the BPO; this was seconded by Bud Grant. The board voted unanimously to accept this motion. CEO started a discussion about nonconforming lots and the hand out the Board revived at the August 18th, 2010 meeting. CEO again suggested that the Board revise the BPO to come in line with the SZO to protect land owners for future building projects. Rick Freeman opens a discussion about the BOA wanting the Planning Board to change some definitions in the SZO and that he felt this could not be changed and would need to be looked into more. CEO begins a discussion about holding tank revision that had been discussed at the August 18th, 2010 meeting. He again went to the chalk board to draw a diagram showing the need to revise the BPO, SZO to protect land owners in the future and bring the BPO, SZO into compliance with the State guide lines. CEO indicated that he spoke to Mike Morse (MeDEP) regarding this matter and Mr. Morse indicated that he would be willing to put MeDEP's position in writing, if necessary. Bud Grant asked CEO to obtain DEP's position before the town proceeds with this matter. 
 
New Business:
 
Rick Freeman started a discussion for revising the SZO areas on the maps listed as general development some he stated were in areas of Steep Slopes and needed to be changed. He stated he was going to contact the Maine Municipal Association and ask if the maps could be changed without taking them before the Town at a regular or special Town meeting. Bill Plummer stated that people should only use the Tax and the Shore Land Zoning maps for guide lines and would need to get a surveyor if they wanted accurate maps. 
 
Stuart Carlisle moved to adjourn the meeting; this was seconded by Bud Grant. The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:48pm. 
 
The Planning board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm. Other meetings are announced and scheduled as circumstances require. Members of the public are welcome. The next regular meeting of the Planning Board will be Wednesday September 15, 2010 at 7:00pm. 
 
Transcribed and submitted by,
Jason C. Lang, Secretary
