PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

MINUTES of the Meeting of July 1, 2009

Present:  Chairman John Evans, Stuart Carlisle, Rick Freeman, Bud Grant, John Jones, Alternates Jack Schneider, Tom McCandless.
Also Present:  CEO Robert Trabona, Selectman Charles Collins.
Public Attending:  Jonathan Goldstein
Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  He welcomed Tom McCandless as a new alternate member of the Board.  The Board then took action on the minutes of their June 17 meeting.  Bud Grant made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, which was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  John Jones commented that he had provided suggested revisions.  Rick Freeman then made a motion to amend the minutes with suggested revisions, which was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  The Board then voted unanimously to approve the June 17 minutes with suggested changes.
Applications 

1. Jon Goldstein attended the meeting to submit a second revision to the plans previously approved in Permit # 08-31 (reference Planning Board Minutes of 2/18/09 and 1/21/09). Mr. Goldstein explained that he was proposing to change the roof pitch of the house.  It will not exceed the Town’s height restriction of 35 feet.  Additionally, the septic field will be relocated.  Also the deck at the rear of the house will be expanded along the back of the house from approximately 8 ft x 10 ft to 14 ft x 64 ft and a bump-out along the side of the house will be expanded to 6 ft x 7 ft.  Mr. Freeman questioned a dimension of the rear setback from the proposed expanded deck.  After re-measuring the dimension, it was determined that the correct value was 77 1/2ft and the plan was revised.  Mr. Goldstein indicated that a time extension for this permit was not necessary.
Bud Grant made a motion that the Board find the application complete, which was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  The Board approved this motion (Unanimous).  Stuart Carlisle then made a motion to find that the revisions to this application met the requirements of the SZO, Section 16D.  The Board approved this motion (Unanimous).  Bud Grant then made a motion to approve the revisions to this application, which was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  The Board approved this motion (Unanimous).

Old Business
Stuart Carlisle provided the Board with an update on the status of our appeal of DEP’s Conditional Approval and Partial Denial of Georgetown’s SZO, after a discussion with the Town Attorney: 

1. Skip Stinson advised him that Rick Freeman would have a conflict of interest in dealing with appeal matters relating directly with DEP’s identified 14 lots.  Mr. Freeman’s property is one of the 14 lots.  He further advised that Mr. Freeman could participant on general discussions of the overall appeal, exclusive of matters relating directly to the 14 lots.  This was the same advice that Maine Municipal Association (MMA) attorney Sue Pilgrim had provided to John Jones prior to the June 17 meeting.
2. Stuart noted that he sent an email to Senator Goodall’s legislative aide Dan Shagoury advising him that Georgetown was in receipt of his final notes, dated 6/18/09 of a meeting held in Augusta on 6/3/09.  It also included a statement that Georgetown disagreed with a few items.  Present at that meeting were Carlisle, Freeman & Jones.
3. Stuart also noted that Skip Stinson’s office received a phone call from Assistant Attorney General Nancy Macirowski concerning an alternative method of pursuing our appeal.  She advised our attorney that under the Board of Environmental Protection rules; only those items that are part of DEP’s official record could be reviewed by the BEP.  She suggested that our appeal should be remanded to DEP first so that it would be evaluated by DEP and therefore become part of the official record to be considered by BEP.
4. Stuart provided a copy of a letter dated 6/26/09 from Donald Lawson-Stopps of Skip’s office to Cynthia Bertocci of BEP requesting that they remand our appeal to DEP.  Board members had many concerns with this new appeal route.  Selectmen Collins and the Board expressed strong feelings about continuing our appeal.
5. Stuart explained that Skip would provide more detail regarding this matter at the scheduled 7/2/09 special meeting.  All Board members indicated that they would be able to attend.
New Business

CEO Bob Trabona, explained to the Board that he received a preliminary request by a property owner concerning the correct SZO district for their lot, included where any structure could be built.  Bob noted differences between our approved SZO maps and an Inland Fisheries & Wildlife habitat mapping the owner received from DEP.  The Board noted that the SZO maps were the correct maps to use for issuing building permits impacted by our SZO.
CEO Trabona then reported to the Board on two Board of Appeal (BOA) appeals (Peterson and McGiver-Hudson).
Public Comment

None
The regular meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  Members of the public are welcome.  The Board’s next regular meetings will be on July 15 and then on August 5 and 19, 2009.  A special meeting has been scheduled for July 2, at 9:30am for the Planning Board to meeting with the Town Attorney to discuss the status of our appeal of DEP’s Conditional Approval and Partial Denial of our SZO.
Respectfully submitted,

John Jones
Secretary

