PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN, MAINE

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 05 MAY, 2010

Present:

chairman:
John Evans

members:
John Jones, Bud Grant, Rick Freeman, Stuart Carlisle

alternates:
Jack Schneider, Tom McCandless (secretary)

Also Present: Bob Trabona, CEO

Public in Attendance:  Andrew Vavolotis and Warren Harbison of Robinhood Marine Center; Georgia Kennett representing permit applicants James and Mary Ellen Mayer; Francis Riggs representing permit applicant Muriel Pracht; Eric and Lisa Bowen, permit applicants.

MEETING:

Minutes:  

Chairman Evans did not request Board review or approval of the draft minutes of the regular meeting of 21 April.

NEW BUSINESS:

Applications:

1. Francis Riggs appeared before the Board representing permit applicant Muriel Pracht.  This application is for a 5' X 8' “shed” addition to an existing principal structure at 163 Loop Road (Map U-7, Lot 17) which is not in the Shoreland Zone.  No issues with setbacks were identified.  Bud Grant moved and Stuart Carlisle seconded that the application be found complete.  This passed by unanimous vote of the Board.  Bud Grant moved and Stuart Carlisle seconded that the application be approved. Permit # 10-03 was issued by unanimous vote of the Board.

2. Georgia Kennett appeared at the meeting representing permit applicants James and Mary Ellen Mayer.  The application presents a plan for a new 30' X 44' second principal structure on a 3.2 acre lot located at 388 Seguinland Road (Map R-8, Lot 15).  While the setbacks shown on the plan submitted to the Board are in conformity with the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, the proposed structure is shown as extremely close to the 20' required sideline setback.  Chairman Evans requested that the CEO verify compliance on site.  A 6-bedroom septic design is noted on the plan.  The Board had considered this plan at a prior meeting and ruled that due to the inclusion of cooking and associated “residence” amenities, the proposal would constitute a second principal structure, requiring an increased application fee. (See minutes of 04/21/2010) CEO Trabona pointed out that Section 15A – 1 of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance requires that each principal residential structure have a minimum of 150' of shore frontage on lots with tidal frontage.  This lot has only 253' of frontage and is therefore ineligible to support a second principal structure.  Stuart Carlisle moved and John Jones seconded that the application be found complete.  The voted unanimously in agreement.  John Jones moved and Bud Grant seconded that the Board vote on the compliance of the project with the criteria specified under Section 16D of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.  It was noted that condition #10 of Section 16D requires that the project be “in conformance with the provisions of Section 15, Land Use Standards”.  The Board then voted unanimously that due to insufficient tidal shore frontage as specified in Section 15A-1 of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, the project does not meet the criteria for approval.  The application is to be returned to the applicant(s) to see if they might choose to make any modifications to the plan which would change the project from a second principal structure to an accessory structure.

3.  Eric and Lisa Bowen attended in support of their application to remove and replace on the same footprint an 8' X 24' shed type structure attached to a non-conforming dwelling.  This project is on a .25 acre parcel in the Shoreland Zone at 10 DeWitt Road, Map R-6, Lot 30.  The condition of non-conformity relates to a less than 75' setback from water to one side of the building.  Bud Grant moved and John Jones seconded that the application be found complete.  The Board voted unanimously in agreement.  Stuart Carlisle moved and John Jones seconded that the project be found in compliance with Section 16D of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.  Board approval was unanimous. Bud Grant moved that the construction permit be granted with the stated requirement that the replacement structure be located on the same footprint as the structure it replaces. John Jones seconded this motion and Permit # 10-04 was issued by unanimous consent of the Board.

OLD BUSINESS:

Chairman Evans reminded Board members that hearings were being held contemporaneously with this meeting to seek Town approval of various changes to a number of ordinances, including those administered by the Planning Board.

OTHER:

The Board was apprised of correspondence received from Robinhood Marine Center inquiring about any permitting issues related to the “housefloat” they propose to launch and locate seasonally on a mooring near the marina.  CEO Trabona reported that in his conversations with DEP about this matter, Mike Morse indicated that he believed the project falls under the purview of the town Planning Board in its administration of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. He further suggested that since the structure would be located over the tidal area, it should not be given approval or a permit.  Disagreeing with this position, CEO Trabona cited definitions from MRSA Title 12 and language from MRSA Title 1, Section 2 which clearly assign jurisdiction over “submerged lands” to the state and not the town.  Further, this “housefloat” is a unique structure and neither permanent nor “in the ground”.  Rick Freeman offered a 2-part motion: a. that the Planning Board find this matter to be of state jurisdiction, and b. the “housefloat” is not a “structure” as defined in the Georgetown Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. Bud Grant seconded the motion and it had unanimous approval of the Board.  Chairman Evans directed Secretary McCandless to draft a letter to Robinhood Marine Center to reflect this finding. 

Chairman Evans adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:15 pm.

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  Other meetings are announced and scheduled as circumstances require.  Members of the public are welcome.  The next regular meeting of the Board will be on Wednesday, May 19th   at 7:00 pm.

Transcribed and submitted by,

Tom McCandless, secretary

