PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN, MAINE

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 19 MAY, 2010

Present:

Chairman:
John Evans

Members:
John Jones, Bud Grant, Rick Freeman

Alternates:
Tom McCandless (secretary)

Excused:  Stuart Carlisle, Jack Schneider

Also Present: Bob Trabona, CEO; Selectman Charles Collins

Public in Attendance:  Doug Cole; James Lewis; Devon Parker

MEETING:

Call to order:  Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at 1859 hours.

Chairman Evans appointed Tom McCandless to vote in Stuart Carlisle's absence.

NEW BUSINESS:

Applications:

1. Doug Cole, a builder representing applicants Frank and Susan Gentile attended in support of  his clients' submission of an application for improvements within an existing, non-conforming principal structure at 7 Christopher Lane, Map U- Lot 36.  The construction would be an 11' X 12' bath and new pantry and would extend over an existing deck.  Non-conformity would not be increased by the  construction.   As there has been no recorded construction to increase the size of the original structure, the proposed increase of 48 square feet would not exceed the 30% limitation.  Bud Grant moved and John Jones seconded that the application be found complete. The Board agreed by unanimous vote. Tom McCandless moved and Bud Grant seconded that the project be found to conform with SZO section 16D.  Again the Board voted unanimously in the affirmative.  Bud Grant then moved and John Jones seconded that the permit be approved. The Board agreed by unanimous vote and permit # 10-05 was issued.

2.  James Lewis attended representing Kismet Partners, LLC in submitting an application for a new principal structure (a 22' X 42' garage with 2 bedrooms and a bath).  This project is to be constructed at 23 Rotunda Hill, Map R-5, Lot 23-2.  The structure is deemed to be “principal” as it is the first structure to be erected on the property.  A septic system designed to handle 600 gallons per day (=/- 6 bedrooms capacity) has been constructed.  Setbacks are reported by the CEO as not presenting an issue, the height of 22.5' is well within conformity and the parcel is not in the SLZ.  John Jones moved and Bud Grant seconded that the application be found complete.  The Board voted unanimously in favor. Tom McCandless moved and John Jones seconded that the application be approved.  Again, the Board voted unanimous approval and permit # 10-06 was issued.

OLD BUSINESS:

Minutes:  In considering the draft of the minutes for 05 May, Rick Freeman noted that the description of a structure as “primary” should be changed to “principal” and as “auxiliary”  to “accessory” in order to conform with the language in the ordinances.  He moved and Bud Grant seconded that the minutes be accepted pending these changes.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of the Board.

Chairman Evans thanked the Board for accommodating the time change required to allow members to attend the Budget Hearing scheduled for the same evening.  Bud Grant expressed the wish that the Selectmen avoid Wednesday evenings for scheduling future town meetings and hearings so as not to conflict with the Board's long-standing tradition of meeting on that day of the week.

Chairman Evans next brought to the floor the topic of the letter requested by Robinhood Marine Center  stating that the Board's considered the matter and came to the conclusion that it has no jurisdiction in the matter of their proposal to temporarily locate a rental “housefloat” in their mooring field.  CEO Trabona reported on his further research into applicable regulatory oversight which further supports the Board's finding of no jurisdiction.  Tom McCandless pointed out that Andy Vavolotis and Warren Harbison had requested that, if approved, the letter be available to them by the end of last week.  Secretary McCandless drafted the letter as requested by Chairman Evans on May 5th, submitted the draft to the Board via e-mail, revised it according to various members' suggestions and mailed it out in time to meet the time requested by Robinhood Marine Center.  Rick Freeman moved and Bud Grant seconded that Chairman Evans write a letter to the DEP summarizing the Board's determination that we have no jurisdiction in this matter as the “housefloat” is not a “structure” as defined in our ordinances and will be seasonally located on a mooring permitted by the Army Corps of Engineers.  The vote was 2 in favor and 3 opposed and did not pass.

Chairman Evans requested that the Board consider again the application of James Mayer for a structure on his property at 388 Seguinland Road.  CEO Trabona suggested that under current statutes, Mr. Mayer has essentially 2 options: remove a component or components of the building plan so that it no longer qualifies as a “residence” or re-locate the entire structure to a site beyond the 250' setback.  Bud Grant wondered if it might be resolved by requiring written attestation from the landowner that the structure will not be used as a dwelling unit now or in the future.  No specific conclusion was reached, but CEO Trabona will meet with the landowner to discuss these ideas.

OTHER:

Chairman Evans gave a brief review of future schedules for Town business and reminded the Board of tonight's Budget Hearing at 1900 hours.  He reminded the Board that we must still pick a date for a workshop on defining “steep slopes” areas as they pertain to our ordinances.

Chairman Evans adjourned the meeting at approximately 1905 hours.

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  Other meetings are announced and scheduled as circumstances require.  Members of the public are welcome.  The next regular meeting of the Board will be on Wednesday,  2nd June  at 7:00 pm.

Transcribed and submitted by,

Tom McCandless, secretary

