PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

MINUTES of the Meeting of 15 April 2009                                       

Present:  John Evans, Rick Freeman, Bud Grant, John Jones, Alternate Jack Schneider.    Excused:  Chairman Stuart Carlisle, Selectman Charles Collins
Also Present:  CEO Robert Trabona, 

Public Attending:  Theodore Christie, Deborah Christie, Harold White, Janet Ferrell, R. Mike Ferrell, A. Tibbetts, Angus Crosby, Jason Lang, James Lang, Joyce Oliver, Marge Oliver, Phil Shelton     

Acting Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Chair appointed Alternate Jack Schneider a voting member in the absence of Mr. Carlisle.  Members then approved the minutes of their meeting of 1 April Meeting (Unanimous).  

Applications 

1.             Phillip and Laurel Ann Davis represented by the Christies of Sheepscot River Marine submitted an application for a 4’ X 16’ stair and platform, 6’ X 40’ pier, 3’ X 36’ ramp, and 10’ X16’ float to improve and replace an existing dock on a 2.83 acre parcel in the Shoreland Zone at 49 Lewis Road (Map U-14 Lot 53).  The Board noted a Permit by Rule application to the Maine DEP.  The Board checked all setbacks, then found the application complete (Unanimous), found that it met the requirements of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance Section 13 B 6 (Unanimous), approved the application (Unanimous), and issued Permit # 0906. 

2.            Jonathan Taggart and Anne Witty submitted an application for an improved principal structure (second level 4’ X 20’ deck and a 9’ X16’ ground floor addition)                on a  4.3 acre parcel not in the Shoreland Zone at 644 Five Islands Road ( Map R-4 Lot 15G).  The Board checked all setbacks, and then found the application complete (Unanimous), approved the application (Unanimous), and issued Permit # 0907. 

New Business

1.          The Board heard from several members of the public regarding the recent DEP direction to add a small freshwater pond off the Bay Point Road into Resource Protection.  Citizens were keen on having the Planning Board convince the DEP to rescind such direction.      Other members of the public remain unhappy with DEP direction on zoning near interior wetlands.  A letter from Marge Oliver is attached.   
2.          The Board discussed how to address the recent draft DEP conditional approval and partial denial of Georgetown’s town-approved Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and Maps.   The Board discussed its views and voted to ask Mr. Freeman to draft a letter addressing the Planning Board’s concerns while providing suggestions to Mike Morse of the Maine DEP how to adjust the DEP ruling, in particular addressing the definition of “Developed” and procedures governing zoning of lots in approved Subdivisions (Unanimous).      

4.           The Board decided to schedule a special workshop to review draft ordinances on the Wireless Communication Tower Ordinance, the Floodplain Ordinance, the Small Wind Powered Energy Systems Ordinance, and changes to other existing ordinances if any.  This workshop will take place on Wednesday 22 April at 7:00 PM. 
Public Comment

1.         The Board again heard from Phil Shelton regarding his views on baseline sound pressure levels relative to new Small Wind Powered Energy Systems.  Mr. Shelton agreed to provide the Board with written suggestions to make implementation of the Ordinance more reasonable.  Note: There is an applicant waiting for this ordinance in order to obtain approval for his project.  The Wind Systems Ordinance can be found on the Georgetown web site.   The Board will revisit this draft ordinance in the near future. 

The regular meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.  

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  Members of the public are welcome.  The Board’s next regular meetings will be on 6 and 20 May, then on 3 and 17 June.  There will be a Workshop on 22 April.   

Respectfully submitted,

John Evans, Secretary

