PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

MINUTES of the Meeting of February 17, 2010
Present:  Chairman John Evans, Rick Freeman, Bud Grant, John Jones, Stuart Carlisle

Excused:  Alternates Jack Schneider and Tom McCandless.
Also Present:  CEO Robert Trabona, Selectman Charles Collins.
Public Attending:  None
Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  John Jones volunteered to record the minutes in the absence of Tom McCandless.  The Board then took action on the minutes of their January 20 and February 3, 2010 meetings.  Rick Freeman made a motion to accept the minutes of January 20 as presented, which was seconded by Bud Grant.  Board members then discussed a few items that needed to be revised in the minutes of February 3. Bud Grant then made a motion to approve the minutes of February 3 as amended, which was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  Chairman Evans offered to make the necessary changes and to post the final minutes.  The Board voted unanimously to approve both sets of minutes.
Applications 

CEO Bob Trabona presented an application for an addition to a principal structure at 10 Harbor Home Drive (11U-05).  Bob explained that the applicant was proposing to enlarge an existing 3 ft x 4 ft addition on the rear of the home that currently houses the water heater.  The addition would be enlarged to 3 ft x 7 ft.  During the CEO’s site visit, he noted that a 9 ft x 10 ft deck on the front of the home appeared to be new construction.  A check of the Town records indicated that no permit was obtained for the deck.  John Jones asked if the sideline setbacks shown on the plan as being less than 20 feet would require a variance.  Bob indicated that the lot is a non-conforming lot of record so the existing sideline setbacks were acceptable.
Bud Grant made a motion to find the application incomplete and the applicant should return with a revised application and plan for the proposed addition and the deck.  This motion was seconded by Stuart Carlisle.  The Board approved this motion (Unanimous).
Old Business – 

1.  Appeal of Georgetown’s Shoreland Zoning Ordinance in Superior Court.  Rick Freeman asked whether he should continue to recuse himself from voting on any of the appeal issues, now that the Board of Environmental Protection has determined that the 14 specific lots, including his lot, were no longer part of the appeal.  After a brief discussion by the Board, Bud Grant made a motion that Rick would not have to recuse himself.  Stuart Carlisle seconded the motion.  The Board approved this motion (Unanimous).  Chairman Evans indicated that the Department of Environmental Protection disagrees with the stipulations presented by Georgetown’s attorney.  Bud Grant suggested that the Planning Board, as a whole, should refrain from any further direct contact with DEP on this appeal, unless our Town attorney requests our assistance.  All Board members agreed.

2.  Continuation of discussions regarding the Frohmiller project at 31 White Road (R8-19A).  After the February 3rd meeting, John Jones made an independent analysis of the steep slopes area shown on the SZO map and the contours shown on the applicant’s plan.  This analysis was provided to all Board members for their consideration.  His conclusion was that absent of a definition for “contiguous” slopes in our ordinance, the Board should rely on the definitions in the ordinance for “steep slopes” and “sustained slopes”.  Additionally, he suggested that the Board should revise the ordinance to define contiguous.  John’s conclusion was that the slopes are sustained through the lot and the grades (cross sections) average greater than 20%, which would preclude any new construction.  Both Chairman Evans and CEO Trabona indicated that they talked with Mike Morse of DEP with slightly different DEP opinions for defining contiguous.  After a spirited discussion, Rick Freeman agreed to contact the State geologist’s office to obtain what criteria they used in determining the steep slope designations, measurements, etc. shown on our SZO map.  The Board agreed to continue this discussion once Rick has received more information.
New Business – CEO Trabona advised the Board that he was contacted by a real estate agent indicating that a potential buyer was considering a subdivision/trailer park off Route 127 (Five Island Road) on a 19 acre parcel currently for sale.  The lot is on the northbound side of the road in the vicinity of the General Store, Fire Station and the Fairpoint Sub-station at Bay Point Road.  Bob informed the agent that the Town’s Subdivision ordinance would apply.  He suggested that Board members review this ordinance should this matter move forward.  Bob indicated that the ordinance would not preclude this type development and that the minimum lot size ordinance would require a minimum of 2 acre lots.
Public Comment - None
The regular meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM.

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  Members of the public are welcome.  The Board’s next regular meetings will be on March 3 and 17, 2010.
Submitted,

John Jones
Acting Secretary
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