PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN, MAINE

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 16 DECEMBER, 2009

Present:

chairman:
John Evans

members:
Rick Freeman, Bud Grant, Stuart Carlisle, John Jones

alternates: Tom McCandless (secretary)

excused:  alternate Jack Schneider

Also Present: Bob Trabona, CEO

Public Attendance:  none

MEETING:

Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Chairman Evans requested that the Board review and approve the minutes of the Planning Boards meetings on 18 November, 30 November and 10 December;

Stuart Carlisle moved that the minutes of the meeting of 18 November meeting be accepted as submitted, Bud Grant seconded the motion and the minutes were accepted by unanimous vote of the Board;

Bud Grant moved that the minutes of the meeting of 30 November meeting be accepted as submitted, Stuart Carlisle seconded the motion and the minutes were accepted by unanimous vote of the Board;

Bud Grant moved that the minutes of the meeting of 10 December meeting be accepted as submitted, Stuart Carlisle seconded the motion and the minutes were accepted by unanimous vote of the Board;

No new applications were received;

OLD BUSINESS:

Chairman Evans reviewed the procedural timeline for progress of the Board's appeal of the BEP ruling to Superior Court.  The State has 30 days from the time of our filing to file a record of the BEP proceedings with the Court.  Following that, the Town has 40 days from delivery of the BEP record to file its full brief.  “Other interested parties” have 20 days from the date of the Town's original filing to notify the Court of their intent to appear or give evidence.

Chairman Evans reported that he had had a telephone call from attorney Cliff Goodall representing Wanda Haddock in the matter of the disputed construction at her property on Indian Point.  Attorney Goodall requested a meeting to discuss his client's intentions going forward.  Chairman Evans reported that he advised attorney Goodall to have his clients fill out a construction application and submit it to the Board.  He believes that Ms. Haddock will propose to move the newly constructed garage to attach it to the existing residential structure following demolition and alteration of some part of the residence to accommodate the addition.  Attorney Goodall stated that his clients intend their plan to increase the construction's conformity with zoning regulations. Bud Grant cautioned the Chair about having private conversations with any parties and Mr. Evans said that he was just reporting on the contact.  The Board members agreed that they would make no response until the permit application was received and reviewed.

DISCUSSION:

CEO Trabona intiated a discussion about permit #09-08 which was granted to Robert Arledge for construction on land abutting State Highway 127.  Mr. Arledge apparently should have filed with the State for a “curb cut” before obtaining his construction permit, but he did so in reverse order.  The State has now rejected both his application and his appeal of their rejection.  Mr. Arledge has also apparently failed to negotiate successfully with his neighbor an arrangement to share a driveway.  CEO Trabona feels that the building permit issued by the Board should be suspended or revoked in light of Mr. Arledge's failure to obtain the required curb cut.  The Board agreed. Stuart Carlisle moved and John Jones seconded that the Board direct Secretary McCandless to draft a letter and submit it for their approval prior to mailing. The Board approved the motion unanimously.

Rick Freeman wondered when the Board would take up the task of fee scale revisions.  Chairman Evans noted that any such changes would require approval at a Town Meeting and suggested that this task wait until the new year.

CEO Trabona reported on the progress of his work in correcting minor errors and inconsistencies in the wording of the current Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

Chairman Evans adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:23 pm.

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  Other meetings are announced and scheduled as circumstances require.  Members of the public are welcome.  The next regular meeting of the Board will be on Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 7:00 pm.

Transcribed and submitted by,

Tom McCandless, secretary

