PLANNING BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

MINUTES of the Meeting of 18 March 2009                                        
Present:  Chairman Stuart Carlisle, John Evans, Rick Freeman, Bud Grant.  

Excused:  John Jones, Alternate Jack Schneider.
Also Present:  CEO Robert Trabona, Selectman Charles Collins 

Public Attending:  Fred Hahn, Jerry Knopf, Lee Spencer, Tim Forrester, Amy PetersWood, Philip Shelton   

Chairman Carlisle called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Members then approved the minutes of their meeting of 4 March (Unanimous).  

Applications 

1.             Tim Forrester representing Bud Brown of the Brown Family Camps Trust attended the meeting to submit an application for removing and relocating (further from shore) an existing non-conforming camp (shore setback) by constructing a new replacement (16’ X 32’ plus 6’ X 16’) principal structure and removing an existing 13’ X 16 boathouse on a 2.14 acre parcel in the Shoreland Zone at 20 Brown’s Lane Kennebec Point (Map R-7 Lot 37B).  The application for relocation and reconstruction appears to meet the allowed 30% expansion and would reduce non-conformity.  However the Board voted to defer consideration of the application pending a site visit to confirm that relocation and reconstruction would meet setbacks to the greatest practical extent- as required by the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance (Unanimous).  The site visit will take place on Friday 20 March; members will meet at the Town Office at 4:00 PM.  

2.            Lee Spencer representing Jane Spencer attended the meeting to submit an application for an improved principal structure (600 sq. ft. addition) to a non-conforming   structure (sideline and shore setback) on a .326 acre parcel in the Shoreland Zone at 69 North Bay Indian Road Point (Map U-7 Lot 38).   The Board noted that the expansion would not exceed the 30% allowed, would not increase the non-conformity and conformed to height limits.  The Board then found the application complete (Unanimous), found that it met the requirements of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance Section 13 B 6 (Unanimous), approved the application (Unanimous), and issued 
Permit # 0835. 

3.             Jerry Knopf, representing owner Leslie Kaplan, attended the meeting to submit an application for an improved principal structure (252 sq. ft. expansion) of a non-conforming structure (sideline and shore setbacks) on a .29 acre parcel in the Shoreland Zone at 75 North Bay Road Indian Point (Map U-7 Lot 36).  Jerry and designer Fred Hahn explained the project.  The Board noted that the expansion would not exceed 30% and would not increase the non-conformity.   The Board noted also a two bedroom septic design.  The Board then found the application complete (Unanimous), found that it met the requirements of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance Section 13 B 6 (Unanimous), approved the application (Unanimous), and issued Permit # 0836. 

 4.            Robert and Donna DeWitt submitted an application for an improved principal structure (40 sq. ft. addition) to a non-conforming structure (shore and sideline setbacks) on a 0.36 acre parcel in the Shoreland Zone at 42 DeWitt Road (Map R-6 Lot 31).   The Board noted that the expansion did not exceed the 30% allowed and would not increase the non-conformity.  The Board noted a holding tank septic system.  The Board then found the application complete (Unanimous), found that it met the requirements of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance Section 13 B 6 (Unanimous), approved the application (Unanimous), and issued Permit # 0837. 

Old Business

1.             David Moyes of the Georgetown Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) visited the Planning Board to assist the Planning Board with FY 2009-2010 Budget preparation and submission.   Members wish to maintain a small line item for final Shoreland Zoning Map correction and publication and for future alterations which may be needed.  The board reviewed all budget line items and provided Mr. Moyes sufficient information to prepare the Planning Board budget submission. 
 2.            The Board discussed results of the 11 March Town Meeting at which Town voters approved the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance (SZO) and the Shoreland Zoning Maps (passed 78-57 by written ballot) and the Building Permit Ordinance.  

Note:  The Town must now obtain Maine DEP approval for the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and Shoreland Zoning Maps.    The Ordinance and Maps have been mailed to the DEP which has 45 days to issue approval by letter and certification on the documents.     

New Business

1.         The Board discussed asking the Selectmen to bring the Draft Small Wind Powered Energy Systems Ordinance to Public Hearing and Town Meeting this spring.  Note: There is an applicant waiting for this ordinance in order to obtain approval for his project.  The present Draft Wind Systems Ordinance can be found on the Georgetown web site.  Philip Shelton attended the meeting to provide his views and suggestions on certain portions of the draft.  The Board thanked Mr. Shelton for his ideas and asked him to prepare written input regarding his suggestions.  
2.         The Board discussed a revision to the Georgetown Floodplain Ordinance.      CEO Bob Trabona reported on a workshop he had attended regarding floodplain ordinances and suggested that the present Georgetown ordinance needs revision.  The Planning Board informed the CEO that the Planning Board wishes to be involved in the revision process. 
3.         The Board discussed future policy regarding sale of the Shoreland Zoning Maps to members of the public.  A near term request can be filled by Paul Hoffman, mapmaker.  Future purchases could be managed through the Town Office once the Town obtains maps approved by the DEP in sufficient quantity- provided that the Selectmen agree to it. .      

4.       The Board discussed the recent decision of the Board of Appeals (BOA) to grant an applicant a permit to construct a large tower at Indian Point for internet relay.  Reportedly, the BOA granted the permit, reversing the CEO decision, based on its finding that the tower project could be approved as an antenna.  The Planning Board considers a tower a structure which must be permitted as a structure, not an antenna. Note:  A draft ordinance is in preparation which will specifically address towers as towers and, among other things, enable such projects to go forward while affording appropriate protections to neighboring property owners. On motion, the Planning Board voted to ask the Georgetown Selectmen to appeal to BOA decision to Superior Court (Unanimous).  
Public Comment

None. 
The regular meeting adjourned at 9:22 PM.  

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  Members of the public are welcome.  The Board’s next regular meetings will be on 1 and 15 April, then on 6 and 20 May.  

There will be a special meeting to conduct a site visit as noted above.  This site visit will take place on Friday 20 March, members meeting at the Town Office at 4:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,

John Evans, Secretary

