The Department has modified flood closure # 500 to re-open the Damariscotta River, the Weskeag River, and Stockton Harbor, due to water quality returning to the approved standard. All existing red tide and pollution closures remain in effect. Text of rule follows (struck text is being removed and underlined text is being added):
 
TITLE & TEXT OF RULE:  DMR Chapter 95.11 Area No. 500, Coastal Maine
 
Effective immediately, because of pollution from heavy rainfall, it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess any clams, quahogs, oysters, or mussels from all shores, flats and territorial waters of the following areas: Maine coast, east of a line extending south from Dyer Point, Cape Elizabeth to the limits of Maine territorial waters AND west of a line beginning at Squaw Point, Cape Jellison, then running southwest to Turtle Head, Islesboro, then continuing along the western shore of Islesboro to Pendleton Point, and then continuing south to the limits of Maine territorial waters.
 
A.  Casco Bay to Linekin Bay: east of a line extending south from Dyer Point, Cape Elizabeth to the limits of Maine territorial waters AND west of a line extending south from Ocean Point, East Boothbay to the limits of Maine territorial waters.
 
B.  Mid-Coast Maine: east of a line extending south from Shipley Point, South Bristol to the limits of Maine territorial waters AND west of a line extending south from the easternmost tip of Sprucehead Island, South Thomaston, to the limits of Maine territorial waters.
 
C. West Penobscot Bay: east of a line extending southeast from the easternmost point in Owls Head to the northernmost tip of Monroe Island, then continuing south along the eastern shore of Monroe Island to its easternmost point, and then running south to the limits of Maine territorial waters, AND west of a line extending south from the southernmost tip of Sears Island, Searsport to Turtle Head, Islesboro, then continuing along the western shore of Islesboro to Pendleton Point, and then continuing south to the limits of Maine territorial waters.
 
