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The Department has modified red tide closure # 100-A to remove mussels from the closure, due to PSP returning to safe levels. Red tide closure # 64-B has been modified to create another exception area for the harvest of softshell clams, due to PSP returning to safe levels. All existing pollution and red tide/psp closures remain in effect. Text of rules follow (struck text is being removed and underlined text is being added):
 TITLE & TEXT OF RULE:  DMR Chapter 96.07 Area No. 100-A, ME/NH border to Phippsburg
 Effective immediately, because of paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP), it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess any mussels, carnivorous snails, or surf/hen clams from the shores flats and waters of:
A.  East of the Maine/NH border, to the limits of US jurisdiction; AND west of a line beginning at the southwest tip of McKenney Point (Cape Elizabeth), then running due south to the limits of US jurisdiction. 
     EXCEPTION:  Mussels may be harvested inside Biddeford Pool, inside a line across the mouth of the Pool at the innermost boundary of the Cable Area. 
B.   Harpswell, Brunswick, West Bath and Phippsburg:  north of a line beginning at the tip of Basin Point, then running southeast to the south tip of Jaquish Island, then running southeast to the tip of Small Point (Phippsburg). 
TITLE & TEXT OF RULE:  DMR Chapter 96.03 Area No. 64-B, Ray Point (Milbridge) to the Canadian Border
A.  Effective immediately, because of paralytic shellfish poisoning, it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess any mussels or carnivorous snails from the shores, flats and waters east of a line beginning at the south tip of Ray Point (Milbridge), then running due south to the limits of U.S. jurisdiction; AND east and north to the limits of U.S. jurisdiction.
EXCEPTION:  Mussels may be harvested in the Chandler River and vicinity, north of a line beginning at the westernmost tip of Shoppee Point (Roque Bluffs), then running southwest to the north tip of Squire Point on Roque Island (Jonesport), then continuing southwest to the red “N2” navigational buoy, then running due west to the nearest point of land on the opposite shore in Jonesport.
 
EXCEPTION:  Mussels and Ocean quahogs may be wet stored by certified dealers who currently hold a valid wet storage permit issued by the Department in accordance with DMR Regulations 15.32 to 15.35.
 
B.  Effective immediately, because of paralytic shellfish poisoning, it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess all species of clams from the shores, flats and waters east of a line beginning at the southeast tip of Cape Wash (Cutler), then running due south to the limits of U.S. jurisdiction; AND east and north to the limits of U.S. jurisdiction.
EXCEPTION:  Soft-shell clams may be harvested in southern Whiting Bay, south of a line beginning at the southeast tip of Gravelley Point (Edmunds Twp), then running east across the bay to the northwest tip of Timber Cove (Trescott Twp).
 
EXCEPTION:  Soft-shell clams may be harvested in upper Dennys Bay, north of a line beginning at the easternmost tip of Hurley Point (Edmunds Twp), then running northeast to the north tip of Wilbur Neck (Pembroke), then running due north to the nearest point of land.
 
EXCEPTION:  Soft-shell clams may be harvested in the southern end of Straight Bay, south of a line beginning at the south tip of Coffins Neck (Lubec), then running west to the point of land at the south of Talbot Cove (Trescott Twp). 
 
EXCEPTION:  Soft-shell clams may be harvested in the northern end of Sipp Bay, north of a line beginning at the northeast tip of Rogers Point (Pembroke), then running northeast to the west tip of Leach Point (Pembroke).
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