The Department has modified red tide closure # 100-A to remove the closures for surf/hen clams in southern Maine, and creates a small exception area for the harvest of mussels inside Biddeford Pool, due to testing in these areas showing PSP at safe levels. Red tide closure # 164-B has been modified to create a smaller exception area for the harvest of ocean quahogs, due to elevated levels of PSP. Text of rules follow (struck text is being removed and underlined text is being added): 
TITLE & TEXT OF RULE:  DMR Chapter 96.07 Area No. 100-A, ME/NH border to Phippsburg 
A.  Effective immediately, because of paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP), it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess any mussels or carnivorous snails from the shores flats and waters of:
1. A.   East of the Maine/NH border, to the limits of US jurisdiction; AND west of a line beginning at the southwest tip of McKenney Point (Cape Elizabeth), then running due south to the limits of US jurisdiction. 
           EXCEPTION:  Mussels may be harvested inside Biddeford Pool, inside a line across the mouth of the Pool at the innermost boundary of the Cable Area.
2. B.   Harpswell, Brunswick, West Bath and Phippsburg:  north of a line beginning at the tip of Basin Point, then running southeast to the south tip of Jaquish Island, then running southeast to the tip of Small Point (Phippsburg).
B.  Effective immediately, because of paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP), it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess any carnivorous snails or surf/hen clams from the shores flats and waters:  east of the Maine/NH border, to the limits of US jurisdiction; AND west of a line beginning at the easternmost tip of Fletcher Neck (Biddeford), then running due south to the limits of US jurisdiction.
TITLE & TEXT OF RULE:  DMR Chapter 96.08 Area 164-B, Schoodic Point (Winter Harbor) to the Canadian Border. 
Effective immediately, because of pollution, it shall be unlawful to dig, take or possess any ocean quahogs (Arctica islandica), taken from Maine coastal waters and those offshore waters of the exclusive economic zone (EEZ/200 mile limit) east of a line beginning at Schoodic Pt, Winter Harbor due south to the limits of US jurisdiction AND the Canadian border.
EXCEPTION:  Ocean quahogs may be harvested east of a line beginning at the south tip of Schoodic Pt (Winter Harbor) running true south to the limits of US jurisdiction; AND west a line beginning at the southernmost tip of Point of Main (Machiasport) (the easternmost tip of Thornton Pt. (Cutler), running south to the easternmost point of Cross Island (Cutler), and then running true south to the limits of US jurisdiction. Ocean quahogs may not be harvested from one half hour after sunset to one half hour before sunrise.
 
