
Georgetown, Maine

Conservation Commission

March 14, 2011 Meeting Minutes
Town Hall Office
Attending: Jay Holt, Nancy Kinner, Kate MacKay, Sarah Mancini, Robin Moore, Rosalie Paul, Susie Wren (Chair), Geoff Birdsall (Selectmen’s Rep)
1. Meeting Called to Order at 7:04 Pm by Susie Wren

2. Quorum present. Geoff will check on voting status for associate members.
3. Minutes of February 21, 2011 Moved to Accept: Jay: Second: Kate. Unanimously approved.
4. Discussion of Jack Swift's document "Proposed Duties and Functions of the Georgetown Conservation Commission". Town ordinance is not required for GCC to exist and function. CC is established under Maine State Statute (RSA). Discussion centered on need for ordinance in future, but perhaps not until more information is available and until Jack Swift is at a GCC meeting. Jay moved to table action on GCC ordinance. Kate seconded. Unanimously approved.
5. Betty Cole organized GCC files and gave Susie the inventory. Kudos to Betty.
6. Discussion of Additional Projects [N.B., Captains noted below will report in about their subcommittee's proposed and actual activities.]
· Jay will head Coastal Cleanup effort (i.e., be the Captain), Kate will get Jay the information. Jay is interested in coordinating with the associations in Georgetown (e.g., Indian Point Assn) on this. NEK suggested collecting data on what types of debris collected and where. 
· Kate will be the Captain of Groundwater Assessment and Water Testing. 
· Sarah Mancini and Robin Moore will Co-Captain Trail Maintenance: Ipcar Preserve & Round the Cove. They will report on the suggested frequency of their inspections at the next meeting. Bob Gravino will help get trail cleanup volunteers from KELT. The Nature Conservancy can provide heavy equipment.
· Roadside Clean-up.GCC gave up on this. Now done by individuals. Motion to Table: Jay. Second: Sarah. Unanimously approved.

· Educational/Presentations/Programs for the Public. No captain. GCC members can come up with ideas (e.g., Energy Conservation). Key is timing of presentations. Good idea to work through school Principal Teresa Lash.

· Town Committees Liaison and liaison with KELT and Sagadahoc Regional Resource Beginning with Habitat. Captain: Susie Wren
· Tide Articles: Rosalie will coordinate. Each member will volunteer to do one article.
7. Georgetown Comprehensive Plan of 1993: Much of this was never implemented. Geoff will follow up on any updates to Comprehensive Plan that were made since 1993. The State has requested municipalities to update their comprehensive plans by 2012.
8. New Trail Guide: Betty Cole and Dave Tudor are authoring this. Guide will be a written description of trails and directions to them. Are the trails shown in a geo-referenced format on existing maps? If not, Nancy can work with UNH students to have this happen.
9. Open Space Plan: Some towns have these. Georgetown does not. List of land on maps, natural resources etc. GCC members should look at other towns’ plans to determine whether they believe GCC should do one.
10. GCC Meeting Schedule for 2011: Meeting 2× per month, but may less frequent at other times. Secretary is responsible for writing meetings on Town Calendar.

6. New Business:
· Maps of Habitat from Beginning with Habitat have been received. They have many types of natural resources listed. Georgetown is a focus for this mapping effort because of its prime habitat. Susie will bring the maps to the Town Office. Their use will be discussed at the next GCC meeting.

· Budget: Will be discussed at next mtg.
· Kathy Gravino suggested learn that GCC may want to discuss dredging at mouth of Kennebec River scheduled for August 2011. Phippsburg is discussing this. Shellfish Committee does not feel it is a problem. Robin and Susie expressed concern regarding lobsters.
·  Maine Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC). Jay moved that GCC urge MACC to advocate for the natural environment. Kate Seconded. Unanimously approved

7) Next Mtg: March 28, 2011 at 7pm-8:30 pm at the Town Office.
8) Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm: Moved Jay: Second Sarah. Unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted:

Nancy Kinner, Secretary

March 28, 2011


