BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Wednesday, 28 Oct 2009  
Charles Collins called the meeting to order at 7 pm with Geoff Birdsall and Dolores Pinette present.  Bob Trabona was also in attendance.
Minutes of the meetings:  Selectmen approved minutes of the 21 Oct 2009 meeting.

Discussion ensued regarding meetings for the next 2 months as the 2nd meeting of both months is holiday time.  The  

November meetings will be on the 11th and, if needed, the 18th; December will be the 9th and, if needed, the 16th. 

A special meeting / time may be called to set the mil rate.
Warrants; new bills; property transfers and building permits: Selectmen signed the warrants and new bills; reviewed property transfers and new building permits.  
Correspondence:

 Completed boundary line agreement with Wren / Holtwijk - Susie has been called  to come in for the 11 Nov meeting for signatures.  Action:  Mary to follow up and have items ready for signature.
 Note from BEP (dtd 21 Oct 09) to Donald Lawson-Stopps stating they (Board of Environmental Protection) will be considering the appeal filed by the Town at their 5 Nov meeting.  Action:  discussion ensued -- the Planning Board, and CEO are meeting with legal counsel on 30 Oct @ 11 am to review and  discuss strategy. 
 Letter from Jessica Avery to B Blessington, TOPMB, regarding the extension of the wharf lease. Action:  noted. 

 Note from MMA Risk Mgmt. re:  volunteer firefighter blanket accident coverage. Action:  noted; copy fwrd to FD.
 Note from Bruce MacDonald supporting repeal of Q3, (school consolidation). Action:  noted.
 Notice from Norton Insurance showing Town as certificate holder for the Five Islands Lobster Co., Inc. policy, copy has been fwrd to the TOPMB.  Action:  Charlie noted that the TOPMB met today and he is not sure they are aware that the cert had been received.  Mary to follow up and file. 

 Notice from MMA Workers’ Comp Board of cancellation of hearing.  Action:  noted and filed.

 Note from John Evans, Chair, Planning Board, regarding the BEP hearing and scheduling a meeting with counsel.  Action:  see note above -- meeting has been scheduled.

 Note from Midcoast Economic Development District regarding the Midcoast Regional Weatherization Initiative and asking us to join. Action:  Mary will review and report back.

Also:  Various notes regarding repeal of the school consolidation; schedule of Board of Appeals meetings;  Action: items filed or recycled as appropriate. 
Minutes:  none for review.
Old business:


Update regarding the Strater boat in Five Islands Harbor:  Harbormaster has issued an order for disposal --  Dolores  reported that she has spoken with George, and since the article in the paper recently, there is at least one person very interested in refurbishing this boat and is in the process of determining the viability of the project.   Action: noted.

Boundary line agreement with Wren/Holtwijk  Action: (under correspondence)

Haddock-Montgomery: Board of Appeals to confirm and sign their decision 30 Oct 09. Action:  noted. 


Discussion ensued as to how the town proceeds once decision of Board of Appeals has been issued.  All information 

must go to legal counsel for Skip to take to the judge.  

Aleada Pinkham house:  still need to determine action to be taken. Action:  tabled for future action.


Eileen Stevenson lot (03R-033):  still need to determine action to be taken. Action: tabled for future action.

Follow up of roads issues:  Dale wants to know what the Town owns around the base of Blueberry Hill Rd because, although he took down the tree abutting Boisvert, there are others that should be looked at.  Action:  Mary to find the survey done on the area and pass info on to Dale.
Responses from owners of holding tanks: none.
New business: 

Marilyn MacMahan (13U-046) was in regarding her taxes.  Action:  abatement request was never completed (submitted) and therefore, there is nothing that can be done.  The deadline has expired.  Mary to call and let her know to file for an abatement when tax bills are issued this year, as there was no change in her valuation.  

Bathroom at Town Office:  couple of suggested changes from Greg and Mary:  We have had continual problems with the toilet in the bathroom.  Action:  Selectmen authorized getting a quote from Paul Barabe to replace the toilet with a “tank” toilet as suggested by Greg Guckenburg, the school custodian.  Other items will be replacing the soap dispenser and eventually replacing the current paper towel dispenser.

Tax Anticipation Note for $625,000. with Bath Savings to be signed on Fri 30 Oct 09 to pay county taxes. Action: noted.

Boston Cane: Christiana Stevens (1914) is next in line to receive the cane.  Action: set up when her children can be there and Charlie will make a presentation.  Mary to follow up.


Further discussion revolved around obtaining a plaque showing all cane holders and dates, as we do for past “Citizen 

of the Year” recipients.  Tabled for future action.

Speed by the Town Office / School while is session - complaint from Dave Auchter. There has been a problem with the rate of speed passing the school at bus loading and unloading times.  It was suggested that we put out barrels, but since the area is narrow, consensus was that they would not be a good idea.  The road is posted @ 20pmh for the school area but the sign is not clearly (blatantly) visible and really should only read 15 mph.  Theresa has called Sagadahoc and they are going to bring the speed awareness board down and place beside the school.  She is also contacting the state in regards to the school sign.  Mary has called DOT in regards to the speed limit and will go on line to see what is on their website regarding traffic issues and road speed.   Action:  Mary (and Theresa) to follow up.    


Update on bridge opening:  Mary reported that it is on for Friday 30 Oct @ 1pm.  So far there are only 4-5 speakers.  Gene Reynolds must be commended for his hard work !!  Action: noted.

New tax assessments: when will we be ready to set mil rate?  A couple of items to be done by Bill Van Tuinen.  We are still in need of final school numbers in order to set the mil rate and a couple of additions still to be done.  Action: Selectmen requested Mary to give Augusta until close of business Weds 4 Nov 09 to get us the numbers.  Failing to do so, Mary will review the first few warrants of the new year and adjust accordingly.  We will send letters to people who we know need to be supplemented rather than hold up the commitment while awaiting those items.  
Other New Business


Dolores reported that Rusty White was inquiring as to whether or not a benchmark could be placed in the water. The level varies from year to year, and something that was permitted at one level may not be at another.  Dolores will refer him to Bob Trabona, CEO.  
Scheduled Appointments:  none
Public comment: none
Executive session:  none.
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 8:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary F McDonald
Assistant to the Selectmen
