BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Wednesday, 26 Aug 2009             
Charles Collins called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm with Geoff Birdsall and Dolores Pinette present.  Bob Trabona, Don Ludgin and George Dufour joined them.

Minutes of the meetings:  Selectmen approved minutes of 12 Aug 2009 meeting.
New bills; property transfers and building permits: Selectmen signed new bills and reviewed property transfers.   
Correspondence:


Georgetown School News letter -- School starts next week !!!!    Action:  recycled.

Letter from State Planning Office finding the Floodplain Ordinance approved at Town Meeting 13 Jun 09 to be compliant with the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  It also notes some discrepancies that should be addressed at the next Town Meeting.  Action:  noted and filed for review at next Town Meeting.

Another letter from State Planning Office to all Phippsburg abutters to inform us that Phippsburg has submitted a proposed comprehensive plan for Planning Office review.  The Planning Office  states that what Phippsburg is submitting as their 2009 comprehensive plan is the same 2006 comprehensive plan and their response to inconsistencies pointed out when it was found inconsistent with the Growth Management Act.  The SPO  asks for our comments.  Action:  no comments.

Invite to Municipal Client Seminar in So Portland on Weds 30 Sept from 5:30 - 8:30.  Action:  filed possible attendance.

Letter from DEP to Donald Lawson-Stopps dtd 19 Aug regarding the appeal of Department Order #13-09 stating that the Board anticipates the Town’s additional paperwork will be received by the Department no later than 21 Sept 09, and that the appeal and request for remand will be considered by the Board later this fall.  Action: none from Selectmen; it is known that the Planning Board is working on; after all documents are in order they will try to get Mike Morse from DEP here to discuss. 

Revised application forms from the BOA   Action:  noted and filed.

Letter from Natalie Phillips to the Cemetery Committee: she is transferring Lot 158 at Mountainside Cemetery to her daughter. Action:  noted and forwarded to Cemetery Committee.

Note about date change for Coastal Clean Up -  I contacted the Conservation Commission about advertising and Dave Tudor will get stuff to me for posting here and at GCC and will contact Dave and Rich for posting on signs.  Action:  noted 

Also: Note from Nature Conservancy regarding a merger with the Nature Conservancy of the District of Columbia; Press release from the Board of Pesticides Control regarding a free October 2009 collection;  Note from Greater Portland Council of Governments requesting bids for signs and posts;  Emailed brochure about the upcoming Coastal Waters Conference, which I forwarded to the Conservation Commission;  Web Ex training seminar that Mary would like to participate in 24 Nov on Real Estate; Update on the costs of Georgetown vs. R Bruce Montgomery;  Note from Cathy regarding hours while Claudia is away. Action:  noted and filed, forwarded or recycled as appropriate.  Training approved.   
    Minutes: Board of Appeals, 24 Jul 09, Conservation Commission 24 Jul 09. Action:  noted and filed.
Old business:


Update regarding the Gunnell appeal with the Commissioners: Action:  Charlie updated group about hearing that took place on 25 Aug at 3pm with the Commissioners.  The Town needs to have more transparency on how we deal with abatements; take specific minutes on actions relating to them; also discussed was the change of the  name “neighborhoods” to “assessment areas”; which is what they are.  The Commissioners will review the listing of the Back River 1 neighborhood and the complete list from Bill Van Tuinen on all properties pre  and post paper revaluation with percentage increases; they will call us back with another date for new hearing.

Update regarding the Strater boat in Five Islands Harbor  Action:  Harbormaster George Dufour updated the group that he had taken the DA out a couple of weeks ago and that she is going to press charges for failure to obey a Harbormaster order; as part of that she will pressure him to sign the surrender order, allowing us to dispose of the boat.   A warrant was issued on 24 August for a court appearance on 22 September.

Boundary line agreement with Wren/Holtwijk:  note from Skip that he has the recordable plan and will have an    agreement for all parties to sign by the end of this week.  Action: noted

Haddock-Montgomery: according to note from Skip, BOA needs to call a meeting with notice to Montgomery to deal with the “indefinite extension” they granted.  The notice must state that Haddock - Montgomery must bring forth the appeal for action or it will be dismissed.  We received a letter today from Haddock-Montgomery attnys asking for a public hearing sometime after Sept 28th.  BOA has letter and will address.   Action:  noted 

Abatement requests: still awaiting word from Bill on final one.  Action:  noted

Aleada Pinkham house: ad placed for placement 3,4,8,9 September Action:  noted


Title to the Town woodlot (10R-025); no news yet.  Action:  noted

Appraisal of Eileen Stevenson lot (03R-033): no news.  Action:  Charlie has spoken with Dan Shipley of Associated Appraisers of Maine and they will do next week.  Charlie will schedule with them.

Responses from owners of holding tanks: none.  Action:  none

Bay Point Road -- Dale has provided estimates for review.  Action:  reviewed; agreement with Harry Crooker to pave Bay Point Road signed by Charlie and will be faxed to Crooker with copy to Dale.

Update on container purchased by RC Rogers.  Action:  Mary spoke with Craig; his mother-in-law passed away and he has been unavailable; asked him to let us know when he can fit it in. 
New business: 

It has been brought to my attention that when anyone complains to a Town official regarding an issue with the road, it must be addressed within a 24 hour period.  I will be the contact person who will contact Dale and make notes. Action:  noted

Letter from Heidi O’Donnell regarding her abatement and her property going to lien. Action:  Selectmen agreed to waive the interest but will send a note to her regarding the mailing fees which we expect payment for.

Request from Gene Reynolds for the opening of the Arrowsic/Georgetown bridge.  Action:    Selectmen love the idea of some type of dedication for the new bridge scheduled to open in October, and appreciate Gene and Andy Vavolotis are willing to fund and coordinate it.

Geraldine Finch was in today to ask why the map showing the end of Ridge Rd  (Beaver Valley) on the 04R 26-5 property line has not been corrected.  I have started a list for Tom Tippie for next year but explained that the new maps for 09/10 were already completed.  Action:  Selectmen reviewed, located on the survey map and agreed that the town map is incorrect and will note for next update.  Note to Ms Finch to be done.

         Other New Business

Charlie brought up a comment from Jeremy Collier that he had been denied the homestead exemption   Action:  reviewed records and noted that he will be getting the homestead exemption for the upcoming tax year 09/10; and what had been denied was his abatement, as it was found that he was already receiving the reduction for an incomplete home.   Note to be done to Jeremy.
Dolores brought up that she had a formal complaint about the speed at which an individual responded to an emergency call on Sunday 23 Aug., and that it continues to be a problem for us.  Note to Fire Department Chief to be done.
Items for signature: 
 Contract with RC Rogers for fiscal year 09-10. Action:  Signed in duplicate; Mary to mail and follow up with Craig.
 Liquor  license for Robinhood Free Meeting House.  Action:  signed; Mary to mail.  
Public comment:  none
Executive session none
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 8:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary F McDonald

Assistant to the Selectmen

