
BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN
Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meeting, 29 April 2009
Dolores Pinette called the meeting to order at 7pm with Charles Collins and Geoff Birdsall present. The Treasurer, Mary McDonald, and Rick DeVito, David Moyes, Jim Paterson, Jack Swift, and Bob Trabona of the Financial Advisory Committee joined them.
Public hearing:  Mrs Pinette called to order a public hearing on the application of Johnston Restaurants for a liquor license for the Osprey Restaurant in Robinhood. Chris Johnston responded to questions from the Selectmen; no one else spoke. Mrs Pinette closed the hearing and the Selectmen voted to approve the application, then signed it. Mr Johnston thanked them.

Minutes:  on motion, the Selectmen approved minutes of their 9 April 2009 meeting. 

Correspondence:  proposed settlement of the Montgomery-Haddock suit: letter from Clifford Goodall; exchange of emails between Rick Freeman of the Planning Board and Mike Morse of MeDEP on the Town’s objections to the partial rejection of the new Shoreland Zoning Ordinance; memo from TOPMB on a five-year plan for the Town Wharf; a thank-you card from Betty Cole. Also US Census Bureau publicity; MeDoC signed submerged lands lease; MeDEP OBD license (Cole, 14U-034); MeDHHS AIDS memo; MeSPO notice of routine program change; papers on Elder lawsuit from Town Attorney; ads; personal-property declarations. Meetings: Emergency Preparedness, Augusta, 30 Apr-1 May 09; Highways, Skowhegan, 4 Jun 09; Recycling, Manchester NH, 8-9 Jun 09. Minutes: Conservation Commission, 9 Mar 09; FAC, 3 and 17 Apr 09; Planning Board workshop, 22 Apr 09; Solid Waste Committee, 12 Mar 09. Action: proposed settlement of Montgomery-Haddock suit rejected; TOPMB to be queried about missing plan pages; other papers filed or recycled as appropriate.
Old business:  Appointments: need Appeals (1 full), Conservation (2 full), Planning (1 alt), Recreation (1 full), and Shellfish (1 full, 1 alt). Action: continue searching.
— State ratio declaration accepted at 90 percent; form to be signed. Action: signed.

— Aleada Pinkham house: needs boarding up. Action: letter to low bidder to be drafted; letter to Kenny and Dorothy Pinkham to be drafted, warning of boarding up.
— Appraisal of the Eileen Stevenson lot (03R-033): no action. Action: none.

— Structuring a new Road Committee: tabling may arouse talk at Town Meeting. Action: tabled.

— Responses from owners of holding tanks: none. Action: none.

Town Meeting:  the Selectmen reviewed amendments to the Board of Appeals, Building Permit, Floodplain Management, and TOPMB ordinances. They will review electronic copies of the new Small Wind-Powered Generation and Wireless Communications Facilities ordinances when ready. 
New business:  email updates have been welcomed. Action: welcomed.

Scheduled appointments:  Kate MacKay and Jack Swift of the Board of Appeals came in to review changes in their ordinance. They said they had a petition asking that the 2009 Shoreland Zoning Ordinance be amended to require all applicants for building permits in the shoreland zone to notify all abutters of their application. The Selectmen welcomed their amended ordinance and told them to be sure to submit the petition to the Town Clerk for certification if they wanted the Shoreland Zoning amendment on the warrant for Town Meeting.
— Stu Carlisle, John Evans, Rick Freeman, Bud Grant, John Jones, and Jack Schneider of the Planning Board came in to discuss how to respond to MeDEP. All agreed that the next step is to prepare a letter objecting that MeDEP is making changes in the terms of ownership of approved subdivisions and that it seems to be engaged in so-called spot zoning. The letter, to be signed by the Selectmen, is to make clear that it has been reviewed by the Town Attorney.

— Rick Freeman, speaking for TOPMB, reviewed changes in its ordinance and said he had worked with John Teller of the Harbor Committee to eliminate some of the additional duties originally proposed for the Harbormaster. Rich Start of the Harbor Committee, joined by Harbormaster George Dufour, said the committee had not had a chance to see the new changes, but would meet asap to review them.
— Mr Trabona led the group through the draft budget for 2009-10. Highlights of the discussion: the Selectmen will remind all Town boards and committees that they need permission from them before consulting the Town Attorney; they ratified the FAC’s policy that a charity that fails to request funding need not be funded; on motion, they authorized the Treasurer to borrow in order to pay a bill for paving the Indian Point Road at a price not to exceed $80 per ton; and they agreed to develop policies on how to use reserve funds and how to define an emergency. They asked the Treasurer to discuss these issues with MMA Legal Services.
Public comment:  none.
Executive session:  none.
Adjournment:  on motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 11:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Donald Ludgin
Assistant to the Selectmen
