BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Wednesday, April 14, 2010  
Charles Collins called the meeting to order at 7 pm with Geoff Birdsall present.  Bob Trabona was also in attendance. 
Minutes of the meetings:  Selectmen approved minutes of the March 24, 2010 meeting. 
Sign warrants , review building permits and property transfers:  Selectmen signed the warrants, reviewed the building permit listing and transfers.
 Abatement Requests: Jones, John & Kathleen (03R-007-018) challenging land and building value.  Action: forwarded to Bill Van Tuinen.  Mann, Jeff (05R-023-011) challenging land value.  Action:   forwarded to Bill. 

Word back from Bill on 3 abatement:  Action:  Selectmen reviewed Bill’s recommendations and concurred.  Bartlett, Margaret (01U-031) land abatement of $45,700. and buildings of $6700.  (total of $52,400):  abated.   Margot Freeman Family Trust (02R-011) challenging land valuation:  abatement denied.  MacMahan, Marilyn (13U-046) challenging land valuation:  abatement denied.
Request from Birdsall, Barbara, to combine lots 04R-006 and 04R-001.  Action:  tabled until Dolores can be here. 

Tree Growth application from Tom Burgess (11R-023A) to place 20 acres in tree growth.  Applicant was out of town and did not receive our letter until this week.  Would like an extension to get signature needed on forest plan / map.  Action: Extension until April 29th granted.  Mary to follow up with letter to Tom.
Correspondence:
  Numerous personal property tax declarations (ADT, Lease Corp, Dish Network, Pepsi Co, Thomson Reuters) 


  Action:  noted and filed.
  Note from ME DOT regarding Small Harbor Improvement Program:  Action:  noted and forward to Harbor Committee and 

TOPMB.
  Note from MEDOC regarding Wetlands Survey.  Action:  noted and forwarded to Conservation Commission.
  Note from ME DMR approving request for seeding in Robinhood Cove and Little River.  Action:  noted and filed.
  Note from State Property Tax Division with Ratio Declaration (89%) and Reimbursement Application.  Action:  tabled for 

further review.
  Workers Compensation notice of mediation on 04/27/2010.  Action:  noted.
  Certificate of Liability for MaineMoss, Inc.  Action:  noted.

  Final Waste discharge license for Restuccia (13U-059).  Action:  noted.

Also:  Financials for March 2010;  Sagadahoc County preliminary budget proposal showing Georgetown down slightly; recycling numbers for March from LCR; NRRA’s 29th annual recycling conference June 7&8; MMTCTA conference May 14.  Action:  items necessary have been forwarded; rest filed.

Minutes:  Board of Appeals, Mar 17;  Town Owned Property Management Board, Feb 16.  Action:  all filed.
Old business:


Haddock-Montgomery:  Pre trial/status hearing scheduled for May 5, 2010, has been requested to be rescheduled for 


late in May or early June.  The BOA had hearing today.  It was decided that the Planning Board had made the right 


decision and they denied the variance.    Action: noted.


Aleada Pinkham house:  Action:  tabled for now.

Eileen Stevenson lot (03R-033):  Action: tabled until John Wood is back in town (May 15).

Updated listing of holding tanks:  letters sent last week -- have heard from a couple already (Swain, Bartlett).
Snowplowing Contracts:  both have been forwarded to legal for review.  Should have back this week.    Action: noted.

Town Wood Lot:  Charlie reports that the TOPMB had research done and the Town is not the owner of this property.  


Sally Davis has done a lot of research and this property belongs to the Hagan heirs.  The Town had originally taken 


from Moore and sold to the Hagan   Action: noted, we will await report from TOPMB and will then contact owners 


and determine tax liability.

Letter from Brann & Isaacson on Eligibility for Selectmen to serve as Road Commissioner:  they concur with MMA, 


there is no conflict, said Selectmen needs to recuse from Roads discussions.

Responses from owners of holding tanks: none   Action:  noted.
New business: 
  Notice to all committees to have ANY ordinance changes in by April 23rd.  Action:  noted.

  Coastal Humane Society agreement for 2010-2011 ready for signature.  Action:  signed.
  Schedule changes for upcoming meetings:  Mary will be out on the 12th of May.  Action:  The Selectmen will hold a meeting on April 21st to review any ordinances that have come in.  They have tentatively (until can hear from Dolores) moved the May 12th meeting to the 10th.  They will hold a special meeting on May 20th to open snowplowing bids.
Scheduled Appointments:   7:20 pm ~~ Kristin Malin, Chair of the School Committee, came in to discuss school consolidation.  Union 49, who we would be joining with, has now formed an AOS to avoid penalties.  The inter-local agreement and plan are already with the DOE.  The plan includes a clause that states that Georgetown has the right to join the AOS within 1 year without approval being needed from the DOE.  School legal counsel is looking at the agreement, once received back from them, the committee will meet with the Selectmen and move forward from there.  They hope to have all ready for a vote in November for implementation July 1, 2011.  Carla Miller is the new business manager for Augusta, replacing James effective in July.  Action:  none needed at this time.  Selectmen thanked Kristin for her update. 

7:30 pm ~~ Kate MacKay, Chair of the Board of Appeals, came in to discuss the changes to the various ordinances that the BOA would like made, and to discuss the response to those changes from the Planning Board.  The Planning Board has reviewed the request from the BOA and concurs on changing the ordinances in regards to small accessory structures.  They do not want the time extended to 90 days for a variance and take issue with the BOA definition of a single family residence and a residential dwelling unit.  Kate went over the BOA rationale for the changes and asked the Selectmen to decide and advise them.
8:00 pm  ~~Larry Mann, Reed Fulton, Dave Knauber and Ron Hayward were in to discuss issues they are having with their radios since they were reprogrammed in September.  Three things changed at once, in the end giving us poor radio reception.  There was a switch from wide to narrow band, a switch from a simplex to repeater system and the height of the antenna changed.  They have a problem hearing and sometimes are not getting the calls properly.  Phippsburg is also having issues and the Sheriff’s Dept also has issues when in Town.  The Oak Hill tower gives us good reception but Sagadahoc is shutting it down.  They feel it is a public safety issue and Charlie suggested the Selectmen write a note to the Commissioners telling of the problems and asking for a quick resolution.  Geoff also knows someone very knowledgeable in the radio/frequency area and will ask for her input.  Action:  Larry to forward information to Mary and Geoff.  Selectmen will write letter. 

The Fire Department is also in need of an engine and wanted to make the Selectmen aware that this is a need that must be addressed soon.  We currently have one engine in Five Islands (Engine 2, a 1979 GMC), which is in need of work and will not draft water (bring water up) and is beginning to weep.  To replace the tank will cost $15K and is not worth it.  Engine 1 is at the Center Station (a 1980 (81) Ford 8000 that was rebuilt in 1999).  Eventually we are going to have issues with insurance as these vehicles are too old.  When that happens everyone’s insurance rates will increase.  Talk ensued regarding potential grants and then a new engine, which will cost a minimum of $189K “bare bones”, and a used engine.  The Selectmen thanked the Fire Dept personnel for the information and asked them to come back when they had more info.  
Public comment:  none
Executive session:  none needed.
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 9:05pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary F McDonald
Assistant to the Selectmen
