BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for the Selectmen’s meeting Wednesday, March 24, 2010  
Charles Collins called the meeting to order at 7 pm with Dolores Pinette and Geoff Birdsall present.  Bob Trabona, Rich Devito and Ken Hoffman were also in attendance. 
Minutes of the meetings:  Selectmen, with two corrections, approved minutes of the March 10, 2010 meeting. 
Review new bills, building permits and property transfers:  Selectmen reviewed new bills, the building permit listing and transfers.
 Abatement Requests:  Hasenfus, Robert & Barbara (10R-025-B) challenging land value  Action: Abatement request denied.  

Still awaiting word from Bill on ones he is working on.  Action: Mary will call Bill again.
Open Space application from Nature Conservancy for 11R 045&048 (Conant Preserve) Action:  signed. 

Tree Growth application from Tom Burgess (11R-023A) to place 20 acres in tree growth  Action:  Application accepted, however, the map and plan provided do not have licensed forester signature; request to Tom to have it done and returned. 

Correspondence:
  Note from Sidney Corderman re:  recent Veteran’s Exemption, noting that he is not a resident of Maine.  Action:  noted.
  Pole application from Fairpoint for work to be done on Robinhood Rd.  Action:  signed and recorded.
  Letter from Nature Conservancy indicating what properties they own and their status.  Action:  noted
  2009 Workers’ Compensation audit.  Action:  noted.
  MSMA Bulletin regarding the budget validation process for the school.  There must be an article on the warrant this year   asking whether or not the Town want to continue with the validation referendum vote for three more years.  Action:  noted.
  Legislative bulletin indicating the town will lose $10K of our current $35K in municipal revenue sharing.  Action:  noted.
  Final Waste discharge license for Hall (01U-034).  Action:  noted.

Also:  
  Shoreland Zoning Winter 2010 newsletter; 17th Annual Maine Recycling & Solid Waste Conference; Grant Funding   
Workshop offered by MMA; February financials; Sagadahoc agenda for March 23, indicating two Georgetown 
abatement appeals to be scheduled. Action:  items necessary have been forwarded rest filed.

Minutes:  Board of Appeals, Mar 10; Conservation Committee, Feb 25; Harbor Committee, Mar 11; Cemetery Trustees, Mar 11; Solid Waster Management Committee, Feb 11.  Action:  all filed.
Old business:


Haddock-Montgomery:  Pre trial/status hearing is scheduled for May 5, 2010 @ 8:30am (Lincoln County).


The BOA has received the application for administrative appeal of the Planning Board Mar 3 decision and a hearing 


has been scheduled.  Action: noted.

Aleada Pinkham house:  Action:  tabled for now.

Eileen Stevenson lot (03R-033):  Action: tabled until John Wood is back in town (April).

Updated listing of holding tanks.  Action:  letter still to be drafted.

Driveway on the edge of Ipcar Preserve in Five Islands:  Mary spoke with Allen Goodrich who believes that the road is 


probably his, and asked the Road Commissioner to follow up with Ms Stanton and Mr Goodrich.  Action:  Dale has 


spoken with Ms Stanton and let her know that it is not the towns responsibility; she has also contacted Charlie.  


Mary to send her a letter to encourage her to work with her neighbors to get the road fixed.

Shellfish Conservation Closure:  Action:  (see below under appointments).

Transfer Station reviews:  are in process.  Action:  discussion ensued regarding making sure that the employees are 
completely aware of their job descriptions and responsibilities, no action required as yet, will await reviews from SWC.

Responses from owners of holding tanks: none   Action:  noted.
New business: 
  Snowplowing agreement to be discussed.  Copies of Woolwich and West Bath contracts previously distributed.  Action:  
(see below under appointments).
  List of ballot clerks for appointment.  Action:  signed.

  Cemetery contract for mowing services from XII F.A.P. Lawn Care for signature.  Action:  signed.
  Site walk by Commissioners for Prawer appeal is scheduled for 8 am on Tuesday, April 6.  Swift will be postponed until 
someone can be here in May.  Action:  Geoff will attend, and note has been sent to Bill VanTuinen.
  Workers’ Comp claim:  Mary advised that we recently had to file a workers comp claim and the process for getting the 
needed information is severely flawed.  Action:   Mary to write letter to the GVFD Board indicating need for procedure.
  Question was brought up regarding the ability for a current Selectman to run for Road Commissioner in the next municipal election, due to the fact that the Board of Selectmen approve the road budget.  The MMA Municipal Officers Manual is ambiguous.  Mary sent a note to MMA Legal which replied that the Board of Selectmen merely propose a budget to the voters.  To avoid any appearance of conflict, the said Selectman should abstain from all discussion and voting in regards to road related items in the proposed budget.  They further note that he should not be prohibited from other discussion and budget talks, or from approving and signing the town meeting warrant.  The other Selectmen have requested that Mary send a note to Brann & Isaacson requesting an opinion.
Scheduled Appointments:   7:20 pm ~~ George Horne to discuss work on the church foundation and ramp to the door.  George reported that:  there are no leaks in the roof; the foundation in the back is in need of work; and the ramp needs to be replaced.  The current estimated costs are $8K to be taken from the maintenance reserve money given to the town when accepting the building.  Action:  Selectmen authorized the work.
7:30 pm ~~ Sarah Hunter from Senior Generations came to discuss the Meals on Wheels program, a program which serves Sagadahoc County and Brunswick residents 60 and older who are homebound, by supplying 5 meals per week.  They are looking for input on how to spread the word in Georgetown about the program.  The Selectmen suggested the Tide, Church, Community Center and the Fire Dept.  Mary placed paperwork at the office and gave Bill Plummer information for the Community Center.
8:00 pm  ~~Dale Savoie came in at the request of the Selectmen to discuss and provide his input on the snowplow contract.  It was acknowledged that there were at least two people in the room that could potentially be bidders on any contract, but since this was a general discussion only, no one was required to recuse themselves.  Discussion ensued and it was determined that the town would consider two contracts for snowplowing; one for municipal and one for roads.  Language needs to be looked at and the mileage needs to be corrected.  Also consideration must be given with regards to bonding which neither Woolwich or West Bath have. Geoff and Dolores will meet with Mary on Monday March 29th to continue with the changes before sending to legal counsel for review.
8:30 pm ~~ Chad Campbell came in to discuss the process for the closure of shellfish areas.  The Little River and Robinhood Cove area were to be closed to all commercial digging, due to depletion of resources, when the other bays are open.  This has been dropped for now.  Lack of notification was the issue in this case.  Selectmen feel that the commercial diggers should be notified by letter.  The process for closing a shellfish area is;  approval by MeDMR and the Shellfish Conservation Committee and then forwarded on to the Selectmen, who have a public hearing before signing off.  Chad will take suggestions back to the Committee and come back to the board if they feel any areas need to be closed.  Action:  none.
Public comment: Bob Trabona advised that he has received from the State of Maine an invitation to apply for septic system replacement grant (small community grant program).  The State is looking to help with systems directly or indirectly discharging sewage into a body of water.  Deadline for applications is May 30, 2010.  Posted on bulletin board.
  Bob also noted that the road ramp made by the harvesters on the O’Leary property needs to be removed.  At one point the Cemetery Trustees were interested in a right of way easement.  Mary to send note to Cemetery Trustees to see if they are still interested and will ask them to confer with Bob.  
Executive session:  none needed.
Adjournment:  On motion, the Selectmen voted to adjourn at 10:25pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary F McDonald
Assistant to the Selectmen
