Town of Greenwood
Regular Meeting of the Selectboard 

August 16, 2006
1. Open Meeting – Chair Loretta Mikols called the meeting to order at 5:00pm with Selectperson Wayne Hakala, Selectperson Fred Henderson, Town Manager Kimberly Sparks, and Deputy Clerk Angela Lovejoy in attendance.
2. Pledge of Allegiance – Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Warrants – It was motioned and seconded to accept Warrant #32 ($19,523.84), and Warrant #33 ($14,571.75).  Motion passed 3-0.

4. Minutes – It was motioned and seconded to accept the minutes of August 1, 2006 as written.  Motion passed 3-0.

5. Comments from the Public – No one present wished to make any comments.

6. Welcome New Fire Chief Jim Owens – Selectperson Hakala motioned and Selectperson Henderson seconded to waive the portion of section 411 in the Fire Department Ordinance that stated, “All prospective members shall live in Greenwood, or shall live or work within 20 minutes of the Locke’s Mills Fire Station” in order to hire Jim Owens, who currently lives in the Town of Poland, as Town of Greenwood Fire Chief.  Motion passed 3-0.  Jim Owens was appointed and sworn in as Chief of the Greenwood Fire Department.  Town Manager Sparks mentioned that all interviewing committee members (three Selectboard members and three Fire Department members) voted unanimously to hire Owens to fill the Chief’s position.  Mikols mentioned the Board would like to schedule an open house at the Fire Station.  Owens said he would like to wait a couple of weeks so he could get things cleaned and picked up before citizens were invited in.  Selectperson Hakala said he would like to see Chief Owens work at his pace and maybe have the open house in September.  Mikols said it might not be a bad thing for residents to see the “before and after”.  Owens said he would definitely like to so something for Fire Prevention Week (week of October 9).  He and Town Manager Sparks will decided on a date for an open house.

7. Memo from Planning Board on Jonathan Wells Property – Town Manager Sparks passed out copies of information regarding the issue.  She said the Planning Board had no recollection of permitting the garage on the property to be transformed into living quarters.  Sparks had found a septic plan for the garage that said the bathroom in the garage was to be an “overflow” for the cottage.  The permit stated that the garage was not to be turned into living quarters.  The Planning Board also had no idea that Wells was renting the property to 22 people at a time.  Sparks mentioned that David Brainard had drafted a letter from the Planning Board stating their position on the issue and demanding that Wells stop renting the property until things were straightened out.  Wells spoke to Sparks and told her that the garage had already been made into living quarters before he purchased the property.  He said anything he had done since had been approved by John Gauthier, Greenwood’s CEO.  Chair Mikols mentioned that anything done to the garage was cosmetic and that Gauthier would not be interested in cosmetic, just new structures, septics, etc.  She asked Sparks what ordinance might cover long and short term rentals.  Sparks said the Site Plan Ordinance might cover it.  Sparks said Wells would be attending the September 11, 2006 Planning Board Meeting to go over things.  Mikols asked Sparks to see if the State of Maine had any laws on rentals that might pertain to the situation.  Sparks said she would like to see Wells sit down with the Planning Board to discuss things before they sent anything to the Town’s attorney.  Mikols said she wanted to have all of their facts together before they met with anyone (as suggested by the Planning Board).  Selectperson Henderson mentioned he thought if Wells was trying to comply, the Town should have not reason to consult their attorney.  Sparks will look further into the issue.

8. Letter from M.D.O.T. regarding Howe Hill Rd. – Town Manager Sparks mentioned that the M.D.O.T. had concluded that Howe Hill Road fell under the “town local road” category and not “minor collector road”.  This would put the Town out of the running for certain types of available money.  A minor collector road could not be a dead end road.

9. Update on Constable – Town Manager Sparks mentioned she had not heard back from Town Constable Fournier yet on whether he wanted to take over as Emergency Management Director.  She mentioned she had ordered and given Fournier a Constable badge as well as copies of some of the Town Ordinances he might be enforcing.  Selectperson Henderson asked if there was any way Fournier could transfer his Massachusetts police officer credentials to Maine.  Sparks said she thought he could.  Mikols agreed.  Sparks said it had been three years since Fournier had been a police officer.  She said she would check into it.

10. Office Assistant Position – Town Manager Sparks mentioned that Deputy Clerk Lovejoy would be gone on maternity leave soon and they needed to start looking for someone to temporarily fill the position.  Chair Mikols asked Lovejoy how long she thought she would be gone.  Lovejoy said her due date was November 12, 2006 and she planned on taking her three months that were allowed in the personnel policy.  Mikols asked what date Lovejoy planned on starting the three months.  Lovejoy said probably November 11, depending on how she was feeling.  She said she would definitely be coming back after her three months though.  Mikols asked Sparks if she thought the temporary person might turn into the part or full time additional person the Town Office was in need of.  Sparks said she wasn’t sure, it depended on money and there was another tax cap bill up for a vote in November.  Sparks said she would start working on finding someone to fill Lovejoy’s position while she was out on leave.

11. Property Purchase Agreement & Quit Claim for Peter M. Gordon – Town Manager Sparks mentioned that Gordon was in on August 4, 2006 to sign his portion of the repurchase agreement regarding his trailer and septic tank.  The Selectboard signed the agreement and a Quit Claim Deed from the Town to Gordon for the trailer and septic tank.

12. Town Manager Sparks Vacation Time – Town Manager Sparks mentioned that her father had passed away the Sunday before her vacation was to start.  She asked to switch three days of vacation time for her allowed three days of bereavement.  The Board unanimously agreed.

13. Speed Limit Signs – Selectperson Hakala asked Town Manager Sparks if she had heard back from the D.O.T. on speed limits for Greenwood Road yet.  Sparks said she had the signs but was waiting for an official letter from the D.O.T. before they could be put up.

14. Howe Hill Road Construction – Selectperson Hakala asked if anything had been started on Howe Hill Road yet.  Sparks said that there had only been trees cut so far.  Hakala said the 31st was coming up fast.  Sparks said she planned on calling D.A. Wilson the next day.  There was a clause in the contract that stated the Town could impose a fine for each day the project went over.  

15. Adjourn Meeting – It was motioned and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 5:43pm.  Motion passed 3-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________

Kimberly Sparks – Town Manager







