OVERVIEW

What is the Current Situation?

The Greenwood Fire Department has operated 2 busses as equipment/rescue vehicles over the past 10 to 15 years. The first bus was damaged beyond repair when it rolled onto it’s side while responding to an emergency. It was felt at the time that the accident was due to the load and equipment distribution and the condition of the bus at the time. Regardless of this assessment and the inherent dangers associated with using a school bus for a purpose for which it was neither intended nor designed, in 1999, a second bus was purchased. The current vehicle is a decommissioned 1982 International school bus which displays some of the same tendencies.

In November, 2006, the bus failed state inspection.  Approximately $1000.00 in band-aid repairs were made in order for it to pass inspection and remain in service for one more year.  Since the November, 2006 inspection, the bus has had problems with the steering, emergency brake and electrical system. It exhibits tendencies to sway when rounding corners due to overloading and the fact that it was not built for the purpose for which it is being used.  Due to the amount of equipment being transported and the lack of seat belts, the State Police have required that it not be used to transport passengers. Without the ability to transport passengers, firefighters must use their own vehicles to respond to fires and other emergency situations which, in turn, negatively impacts response time and on-site organizational control.  The bottom line is that, while cheap, a school bus is not now and never has been a safe and appropriate replacement for a rescue/equipment truck.    
What is an equipment/ rescue truck and why does Greenwood need one?

When a non-fire related emergency call is received, the equipment/rescue vehicle is typically the first vehicle to respond to the scene.  

An equipment/rescue truck is designed to:

· carry support equipment that firefighters use at every incident.  This includes:

· ventilation fans to remove smoke from buildings,

· portable lights to enable firefighters to light up work areas,

· thermal imaging cameras that can see through smoke and help to locate victims,

· air bags for lifting heavy objects off trapped persons,

· cutting tools to cut wood, metal and masonry that may be pinning a victim, and 

· stretchers to assist in transporting victims from remote areas. 

· carry emergency equipment used to free victims from catastrophic situations such as:

· vehicle wrecks, (car vs. train, logging truck roll-overs, Rt 26 accidents, etc.) 

· building collapses, (old trees falling on structures during storms, barn cave-ins, old structures collapsing under ice/heavy snow, etc.)  

· plane crashes, (local airports service private and small commercial air traffic that fly over Greenwood territory) 

· train accidents, (St Lawrence/Atlantic tracks run through Greenwood and there are 4 car crossings)

· industrial accidents and many other life threatening situations. (Saunder’s Bros Mill, industrial trucks travel roads in Greenwood, Mt Abram’s ski lift,)

+
Can an equipment/ rescue vehicle be used to fight fires?

This is a support vehicle that is used to transport equipment and personnel required to fight fires and perform other on site emergency services.  It is not equipped with a water tank and pump needed to fight fires, however, it carries fire extinguishers for small fires caught in their early stages. 

What is the Northern Oxford Mutual Aid Association (NOMA) and what is Greenwood’s Required Contribution?

Greenwood, Woodstock, Bethel, Gilead, Newry, Rumford, Mexico, Peru, Roxbury and Andover joined forces to create the Northern Oxford Mutual Aid Association, Inc., commonly referred to as NOMA. The member towns developed a reciprocal agreement to furnish fire protection and other emergency related services. The agreement includes a strategy whereby each town would acquire a specialized piece of equipment that would be shared by and with the other towns.  Under NOMA, Greenwood is responsible for maintaining and transporting the SCBA Cascade System for fires and other emergency situations in the Northern Oxford area. The SCBA System is used to refill breathing bottles used by firefighters.  It weighs approximately 550 pounds, with 4 large air reservoir cylinders weighing approximately 120 pounds each. The size of the unit prohibits its installation on any other vehicle currently owned by the Town of Greenwood Fire Department.
